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About the Art in Public Spaces Program: 

Connecticut's Art in Public Spaces program was established in 1978 and requires 1% of the cost of construction or 
renovation of publicly accessible state buildings be allocated for the commission or purchase of artwork as part of 
the building’s construction project.  The Connecticut Office of the Arts and the Department of Construction 
Services jointly administer the Art in Public Spaces Program.  Visit the Art in Public Spaces program webpage for 
further information about the program and to view past installations throughout the state.   
 

Project Summary: 
The Connecticut Office of the Arts (COA) and Housatonic Community College (HCC) are currently seeking 
qualifications from artists for an interior work of art for the lobby of the new addition to Lafayette Hall on the 
campus of HCC in Bridgeport, CT.  This site-specific public art must be visible from the exterior and should fill the 
3-story space.  No specific medium has been specified; however, a sculptural work may be the most appropriate.    
Note:  The committee may consider additional locations and opportunities for art throughout the process.  

 
Budget:  $250,000 (approximate budget) 

 
RFQ Deadline:  May 7, 2014 

 
Eligibility: 
Artists MUST register a portfolio in the Art in Public Spaces Registry.  Submit a new registration or update an existing 
profile by the deadline indicated above.  Review the registry webpage for more information about the registration 
process or email questions to ArtistRegistry@ct.gov.  The HCC Lafayette Building project is open to both in-state and 
out-of-state artists.   

http://www.cultureandtourism.org/
http://www.cultureandtourism.org/cct/cwp/view.asp?a=3933&Q=464362&PM=1
mailto:ArtistRegistry@ct.gov
http://www.facebook.com/pages/CT-Office-of-the-Arts-COA/212478532131472
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About Housatonic Community College:  
Housatonic Community College is a two-year, state-supported institution that has been serving students in the 
Greater Bridgeport and lower Naugatuck Valley area for more than  45 years.  Situated just off I-95, Housatonic 
Community College is a gateway into downtown Bridgeport.  The college has a strong focus on connecting its 
students with the community and on serving as a prominent anchor in the revitalization efforts of downtown 
Bridgeport.   
 
HCC provides educational services for a diverse range of students who often cite the college as a source of hope 
and security.  In addition to the rigorous academic courses, students at HCC are enriched by an extensive 
permanent collection of more than 4000 works of art managed by the Housatonic Museum of Art.  The collection 
serves as an educational resource for both the college and the community and is a significant component of HCC’s 
academic goals.  
 

  

 
 
 
 
Project Description: 

The Housatonic Community College public art committee is seeking a dynamic work of art that will engage both 
the HCC community and the greater Bridgeport community.  This new public art piece must radiate a warm and 
welcoming spirit and convey to students and visitors that Housatonic Community College is “here for our 
community”.  At the same time, the artwork should promote a sense of challenge, as an educational institution, 
HCC is inherently a place where “we will challenge you”.   The work of art should reflect the programs taught at 
HCC and evoke the aspirations of those who are part of this community.  To carry out this welcoming feeling, the 
artwork should be of a warm spectrum achieved through material choice and/or lighting effects.    
 
It is important for the work of art to be inviting and stimulating as the piece will be located in a prominent space 
viewable from Lafayette Boulevard (the west facing façade) which is HCC’s main campus entrance.  The location 
the committee has selected, places the artwork in the central 3-story lobby space of the new addition.  This 
location provides an opportunity for interactive viewing.  Artists must consider how the work will be viewed from 
all floor levels within the building and from the various exterior vantage points.  The space itself is approximately 
25’ in width and is west facing with no shading on the window (sunlight exposure will be a factor). 
 

 

http://www.hctc.commnet.edu/artmuseum/
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Selection Process: 
The HCC Lafayette Hall project is administered as a Request for Qualifications (RFQ).  Therefore, artists interested 
in this project must first register a portfolio in the Art in Public Spaces Registry.  There is no application process.  
The HCC selection committee will review the portfolios of artists registered in the database and will shortlist a 
group of artists who will be invited to submit site-specific proposals for the project.   
 
Portfolios of artists already registered in the Art in Public Spaces Registry will automatically be reviewed.  The 
registry is designed as a one-time registration process allowing artists to be considered for multiple projects; 
therefore, portfolios should indicate a range of work samples.  Updates may be made but COA recommends 
limiting updates to no more than once a year.   

 
 

Project Timeline (all dates are subject to change): 
RFQ Deadline:     Wednesday, May 7, 2014   
Shortlisted artists selected by:   early June, 2014 
Proposal Deadline (only applicable to shortlisted artists):  early September, 2014 
Project installation:   The building construction is scheduled to occur between spring of 2015 and spring of 2017.  

Installation of the artwork will be coordinated accordingly.   
 
Contact: 

For ALL questions related to the Art in Public Spaces program and the Housatonic Community College Lafayette 
Hall RFQ contact: 

Tamara Dimitri 
Art in Public Spaces Program Specialist 
Connecticut Office of the Arts (COA) 
tamara.dimitri@ct.gov 
(860) 256-2720 

 
For questions related to the Artist Registry email ArtistRegistry@ct.gov 

 
 

http://www.cultureandtourism.org/cct/cwp/view.asp?a=3933&Q=464362&PM=1
mailto:tamara.dimitri@ct.gov
mailto:ArtistRegistry@ct.gov

