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 DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COUNCIL

Historic Preservation Council

November 6, 2013

Department of Economic and Community Development

One Constitution Plaza, 2nd Floor

Hartford, CT

DRAFT MINUTES

PRESENT:
Chairman Nelson, Ms. Cutler, Dr. Faber, Mr. Faude, Dr. Grant-Costa, Dr. Harris, Dr. Woodward, Ms. Maher, Ms. Williams, Dr. Bellantoni
STAFF:
Daniel Forrest, Julie Carmelich, Mary Dunne, Todd Levine, Stacey Vairo
ABSENT:
Ms. Kane, Ms. Gilvarg
1. CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Nelson at 9:35 am.  

2.  REVIEW OF PUBLIC COMMENT PROCEDURES

Chairman Nelson reviewed the public comment procedures.


3.  CODE OF CONDUCT/CONFLICT OF INTEREST

Chairman Nelson read the Code of Conduct and Ethics Statement.  The following conflict of interest was reported:



Todd Levine

CT Agricultural Heritage
4. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Ms. Maher and seconded by Dr. Harris to approve the minutes of the October 2, 2013 meeting as corrected.
 (Y-9; N-0; Abstained: Chair)

5.  REPORT OF COMMITTEES – no report
6.  DISCUSSION OF STATE REGISTER SIGNFICANCE – Stacey Vairo reporting

Ms. Vairo led a discussion on the similarities and differences between State and National Register level criteria for listing including how the SHPO staff determines and interprets significance. The question of significance is also reviewed by State Preservation Board for National Register listings and the Historic Preservation Council for State Register listings. The discussion included the review of the difference between “integrity” and condition, the process for “delisting” a National Register Building, and how and if a listed building can be moved
7. NOMINATIONS TO THE STATE REGISTER
A.  State Register Nomination for the Connecticut’s Agricultural Heritage Multiple


 
Property Documentation Form, 10 sites (as show below), on the State Register of 
Historic Places.

Mr. Levine leaves the room at 9:48 am.
Motion by Mr. Faude, seconded by Ms. Maher.
The Historic Preservation Council votes to list the Connecticut’s Agricultural Heritage Multiple Property Documentation Form, 10 Sites (as shown below), on the State Register of Historic Places.

1. 
Abram Carrington Farmstead/Cherry Tree Farm, 144 Bethmour Road, Bethany

2. 
Clover Nook Farm, 50 Fairwood Road, Bethany

3. 
Jerome Downs/RoJo Farmstead, 312 Litchfield Turnpike, Bethany

4. 
Davidson Farm, 539 Litchfield Turnpike, Bethany

5. 
Mansfield Farmstead, 144 Mansfield Road, Harwinton

6. 
Andrus Farmstead, 154 Woodchuck Lane, Harwinton

7. 
Fenn’s Farm, 55 Artillery Road, Middlebury

8. 
Phillips Farmstead, 368 Whittemore Road, Middlebury

9. 
Hawley Sanford Farmstead, 105 Cross Highway, Redding

10.
Hobart Victory Carriage Shed, Wolcott Street and Manor Avenue, Waterbury
Charlotte Hitchcock spoke on behalf of the State Register nominations for the CT Barns.

(Y-9; N-0; Abstained: Chair)

Mr. Levine returns to the meeting at 10:06 am.
B.
Newhall Street School, Hamden, CT 
Motion by Ms. Cutler, seconded by Dr. Grant-Costa. 

The Historic Preservation Council votes to list the Newhall Street School, 496 Newhall Street, Hamden Connecticut on the State Register of Historic Places.


(Y-9; N-0; Abstained: Chair)

8. HISTORIC DISTRICTS/PROPERTIES
A. 
East Lyme – Smith House 

The Historic Preservation Council votes to recommend approval of the study report submitted by the East Lyme Study Report Committee for the proposed Historic Property, Samuel Smith House in East Lyme, CT. 
Motion by Bill Faude, seconded by Dr. Faber.

It was noted by Dr. Bellantoni that in addition to the significance of the property for its own right the property is believed to be the site of three Native American graves.
(Y-9; N-0; Abstained: Chair)
9. 
PROGRAMS REVIEW AND DEVELOPMENT

A.  ONLINE APPLICATION TRAINING FOR HPACP – Todd Levine

Mr. Levine led the Council members through the online application review process for HPACP and Council members questions with regard to review of the grant applications through two separate Councils. In the case of HPACP the Arts Council review is advisory only The disbursement of grant funds (funded through the Community Investment Act) falls under purview of the Historic Preservation Council. 
It was noted that the current round of applications is part of a six month catch up cycle for the period from January to June in order to align the program with the State’s fiscal year. 

An invitation to join “Fluid Review”, the State’s e-granting review site, will be forwarded as soon as all applications have been checked for completeness. The invitation will be for HPACP grants which will be reviewed at the Council’s December meeting.
10.
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION GRANTS

11. 
REPORT ON THREATENED PROPERTIES

Mason House, Thompson: This residence is owned by an out of state property owner. Local residents have reported that the house has suffered many years of neglect and is considered to be at risk for demolition by neglect. SHPO staff has been  monitoring the situation and are working to understand the facts and circumstances related to the property and will keep the Council informed.  

Csengne Market, Wallingford: This is a local grocery store dating from the first quarter of the twentieth century. It is considered a demolition risk.  The former owner’s granddaughter is preparing a nomination for listing on the State Register. The building is significant architecturally and as an important part of the Hungarian community in Wallingford. 

Sanford-Bristol House, Milford: The CT Trust and the Milford Preservation Trust initiated litigation under the Protection Act and sought an injunction to allow for independent review of the building’s condition by a structural engineer. Based on the review the CTTrust / Milford Preservation Trust and the property owners reached a settlement on November 6, 2013 whereby the owners of the Sanford-Bristol House have agreed to sell the house within 30 days of the settlement to a property owner willing to rehabilitate the structure. If no property owner comes forward the Trust can purchase the property. If after 67 days no buyer has come forward, the property owners may proceed with demolition. 

Washington School, Manchester: Council reiterated need for a letter to be sent to Town Counsel and Town Manager to document that the Council will remove this item from the Agenda as long as Town agrees not to take any steps toward demolition. Dan Forrest to prepare the letter. 

Council members noted that Town Manager’s communication still indicated a seeming lack of acknowledgement that it was not the construction of the new school building that required the proposed demolition of the existing Washington Elementary School but rather construction of the parking lot after completion of the new building. Had alternate parking sites been identified the potential demolition of the historic structure might have been avoided. 
10. PRESERVATION RESTRICTIONS
12. ARCHAEOLOGICAL PRESERVES

13. REPORT ON MUSEUM PROPERTIES

The Department of Administrative Services (DAS) and the Governor’s office approved emergency work to begin to stabilize the Guard House at New Gate Prison. The work is schedule to begin at the end of November. 

Please also refer to Report on Museums, submitted by Karin Peterson, Museum Director.
14. REPORT ON STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE ACTIVITIES
The Advisory Committee, who among other things is the final reviewer of HPC grant awards, is in the process of reviewing and clarifying their role and how best to serve CT Arts, Tourism, Culture. The Advisory Committee role is not clearly defined by Statute and the desire is to have a stronger role in policy integration.

DECD/SHPO is in the process of forwarding upcoming priorities to The Governor’s office including unification of two State tax credit programs into one program.

The refilling of the archeologist position is moving forward.  The interview panel has been named with interviews anticipated for the week of November 18th with the goal of being able to offer the position by the end of the month.  
Applications for three Durational Project Managers for the Hurricane Sandy Grant are also in the process of being evaluated by DAS. Those positions will likely be filled by January.    

15. GENERAL DISCUSSION

16. LIAISON WITH PUBLIC AND PRIVATE AGENCIES

17. OLD BUSINESS

18. NEW BUSINESS – DISCUSSION ONLY

19. ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 11:41am.

The next Historic Preservation Council meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, December 4, 2013 at 9:30 am, One Constitution Plaza, Hartford, CT.

Respectfully submitted by:
Stacey Vairo
State and National Register Coordinator
