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 DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COUNCIL

Historic Preservation Council
December 4, 2013
Department of Economic and Community Development
One Constitution Plaza, 2nd Floor
Hartford, CT

APPROVED MINUTES

PRESENT:	Chairman Nelson, Ms. Cutler, Dr. Faber, Mr. Faude, Ms. Gilvarg (arrived at 9:33 am), Dr. Grant-Costa, Dr. Harris, Ms. Maher, Ms. Williams, Dr. Woodward

STAFF:	Daniel Forrest, Kip Bergstrom, Julie Carmelich, Mary Dunne, Todd Levine, Karin Peterson, Stacey Vairo

ABSENT:	Ms. Kane, Dr. Bellantoni 


1. CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Nelson at 9:30 am and revisions to the agenda were reviewed including reordering the agenda and removal of item 6B  - Nomination of Mansuey and Smith Auto Showroom the State Register.
2.  REVIEW OF PUBLIC COMMENT PROCEDURES

Chairman Nelson reviewed the public comment procedures.


3.  CODE OF CONDUCT/CONFLICT OF INTEREST

Chairman Nelson read the code of conduct and ethics statement.  The following conflict of interest was reported:

			Todd Levine		CT Agricultural Heritage
			Paul Grant-Costa 	ACP/HP:  CPTV & New London Historical Society
		Karyn Gilvarg		ACP/HP:  Trinity Church
		Kathleen Maher	ACP/HP:  applicant to the grant program
		Sara Nelson		CLG applicant – Town of Westport


4. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion by Ms. Williams, and seconded by Dr. Harris to approve the minutes of the November 6, 2013 meeting with corrections.

 (Y-8; N-0; Abstained: Chair and Ms. Gilvarg)

5.  REPORT OF COMMITTEES 



Chair Nelson asked all council members to complete and turn in the annual Confidentiality Statement before leaving the meeting today.


6.  NOMINATIONS TO THE STATE REGISTER

B.  	Congregational Church, Killingworth CT

Motion by Ms. Maher, seconded by Mr. Grant-Costa.

The Historic Preservation Council votes to list the Congregational Church of Killingworth, 272 Route 81, Killingworth, Connecticut on the State Register of Historic Places.

Mr. Thomas Lentz, who prepared the nomination, spoke in behalf of the nomination.

(Y-9; N-0; Abstained:  Chair Nelson)

Ms. Maher leaves the room at 9:46 am.

9.  	STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION GRANTS

G.	Historic Preservation & Arts Catalyze Placemaking Grants

Motion by Dr. Faber, seconded by Dr. Harris.

9.G.1	Brookfield Craft Center

The Historic Preservation Council votes to recommend the award of a HPACP grant, funded by the Community Investment Act, to the below-listed applicant in the amount shown.  All grant guidelines and state requirements shall be met by the below-listed applicant upon receipt of a grant as administered by the Department of Economic and Community Development.
	
	Applicant:  		Brookfield Craft Center
	Project:  		workshops, website, video and book
	Grant Amount:  	$25,000.00

Todd Levine read the Arts Council’s recommendation: "The Arts Council is excited about this new opportunity to incorporate Arts into Historic Preservation initiatives; and with somewhat concern about further information from Norwalk Historic Preservation and Brookfield Craft Center – we are in favor of these project’s arts component."

Several issues were identified by Council members that applied to all HPACP grant applications, including:
· Applicant / Organization name should appear on all application and budget pages.
· Discrepancies in project budget should be addressed by applicant and staff prior to distribution of the applications for Council review.
· A work plan and schedule for work should be included with the HPACP to demonstrate that the applicant has planned how to accomplish project goals.
· Change the application structure so if a question does not relate to a particular application the applicant can select an answer that states “not applicable” rather than have an application question read “no response”. 
· If Arts Council or staff feel a particular application is flawed the information should be communicated to Council on the staff notes section of the motion with the reasons given.
· Evidence of how applicant will acknowledge the support of DECD/SHPO.

Council also identified continued access issues to the Fluid Review site for HPACP and inability to score applications on line as issues that need to be addressed. 



With regard to application for Brookfield Craft Center Council raised the following questions:
How would artists be selected?
Why the project requires 4 hours of legal support?
The capacity of the organization to carry out the project given the recent closing of the Arts Center and appointment of new managerial staff?
 

Mr. Forrest noted that the Arts Council was in support of the artistic merit of this application but they also had questions regarding capacity. He noted that the Craft Center is now under new leadership, hoping to straighten out to become a stable organization.  Staff indicated that progress payments will be discussed with the applicant.

It was requested that a full summary of the Arts Council comments be presented to the HPC, since if they had any concerns it would be helpful to know about them before making a decision. Staff indicated that a contract agreement will be in place and any concerns presented could be clarified in the contract. 

Motion by Ms. Gilvarg to amend the motion.


The Historic Preservation Council votes to recommend the award of a HPACP grant, funded by the Community Investment Act..  All grant guidelines and state requirements shall be met by the below-listed applicant upon receipt of a grant as administered by the Department of Economic and Community Development.  Applicant will submit a work plan and financial statements which will be reviewed and approved by staff prior to issuance of contract grant.  Grant proceeds will be disbursed on a progress based schedule.

(Y-7; N-0; Present: Mr. Faude; Recuse:  Dr. Woodward; Abstain: Chair Nelson) approval of revised motion. (Y-6; N-0; Present: Mr. Faude; Recuse: Ms. Maher, Dr. Woodward, Abstain: Chair Nelson) approval to award grant based on revised motion.

9.G.2	American Mural Project

Motion by Dr. Faber, seconded by Ms. Cutler.

	The Historic Preservation Council votes to recommend the award of a HPACP grant, funded by the Community Investment Act, to the below-listed applicant in the amount shown.  All grant guidelines and state requirements shall be met by the below-listed applicant upon receipt of a grant as administered by the Department of Economic and Community Development.
	
	Applicant:  		American Mural Project
	Project:		Ceramic tiles for 130 students
	Grant Amount:	$4,500.00

(Y-7; N-0; Recuse:  Dr. Woodward; Abstain: Chair Nelson)

9.G.3	Connecticut Landmarks

Motion by Dr. Harris, seconded by Mr. Grant-Costa

The Historic Preservation Council votes to recommend the award of a HPACP grant, funded by the Community Investment Act, to the below-listed applicant in the amount shown.  All grant guidelines and state requirements shall be met by the below-listed applicant upon receipt of a grant as administered by the Department of Economic and Community Development.
	
	Applicant:		Connecticut Landmarks
	Project:		Theatre for teens and museum development
	Grant Amount:	$24,500.00

(Y-7; N-0; Recuse:  Dr. Woodward; Abstain: Chair Nelson)

Dr. Woodward leaves the meeting at 10:31 am.

Ms. Gilvarg leaves the room at 10:31 am.

9.G.4	Trinity Episcopal Church

Motion by Mr. Grant-Costa, seconded by Ms. Cutler

The Historic Preservation Council votes to recommend the award of a HPACP grant, funded by the Community Investment Act, to the below-listed applicant in the amount shown.  All grant guidelines and state requirements shall be met by the below-listed applicant upon receipt of a grant as administered by the Department of Economic and Community Development.
	
	Applicant:		Trinity Episcopal Church
	Project:		Historic Stenciling Project
	Grant Amount:	$6,704.00

Council noted the building was listed on the National Register of Historic Places and that the proposed project was to be carried out in the main sanctuary. It was noted that stenciling is a very complex craft, especially on curving ceiling surfaces and not something that a volunteer staff should undertake without a high level of skill and supervision. Several questions were raised regarding the application including the level of expertise and supervision, the size and location of the area to be stenciled, whether the project involved restoration of existing stenciling or recreation of stenciling.  The Chair recommended that until these significant questions were answered that this application be tabled.

Motion by Ms. Cutler, seconded by Dr. Grant-Costa to table this motion to the Historic Preservation Council meeting of January 8, 2014.

(Y-6; N-0; Abstain: Chair Nelson)

Mr. Forrest clarified the need for the following questions to be answered before the next meeting:  
· Detailed information on whether the project includes the restoration of existing stenciling or creation of new stenciling where it is absent
· Define participation level and expertise and involvement of a professional artist or craftsperson
· Description of oversight and supervision of volunteers
· Scope – square feet and height of proposed project.

Dr. Grant-Costa leaves the room at 10:47 am.

Ms. Gilvarg returns to the room at 10:47 am.

9.G.5	CPTV

Motion by Dr. Faber, seconded by Dr. Harris.

The Historic Preservation Council votes to recommend the award of a HPACP grant, funded by the Community Investment Act, to the below-listed applicant in the amount shown.  All grant guidelines and state requirements shall be met by the below-listed applicant upon receipt of a grant as administered by the Department of Economic and Community Development.
	
	Applicant:		CPTV
	Project:		Televised vignette of Connecticut’s Cultural Treasures
	Grant Amount:	$25,000.00

Motion by Ms. Gilvarg, seconded by Ms. Williams to amend the motion.

The Historic Preservation Council votes to recommend the award of a HPACP grant, funded by the Community Investment Act, to the below-listed applicant in the amount shown.  All grant guidelines and state requirements shall be met by the below-listed applicant upon receipt of a grant as administered by the Department of Economic and Community Development.  Prior to the issuance of the grant contract the selection of sites is to be reviewed and approved by staff to insure state and national register listing.

(Y-6; N-0; Abstain: Chair Nelson) approval of amended motion.

(Y-6; N-0; Abstain: Chair Nelson) approval to award grant. 

Mr. Grant-Costa returns to the room at 10:54 am.

9.G.6	Norwalk Preservation Trust

Motion by Ms. Cutler, seconded by Ms. Gilvarg

The Historic Preservation Council votes to recommend the award of a HPACP grant, funded by the Community Investment Act, to the below-listed applicant in the amount shown.  All grant guidelines and state requirements shall be met by the below-listed applicant upon receipt of a grant as administered by the Department of Economic and Community Development.
	
	Applicant:		Norwalk Preservation Trust
	Project:		Scavenger Hunt
	Grant Amount:	$5,000.00

	Staff does not recommend this project for funding.

(Y-0; N-7; Abstain: Chair Nelson)

Ms. Maher left the room at 11:05 am

9.G.7 	The Barnum Museum

Motion by Mr. Faude, seconded by Dr. Harris

The Historic Preservation Council votes to recommend the award of a HPACP grant, funded by the Community Investment Act, to the below-listed applicant in the amount shown.  All grant guidelines and state requirements shall be met by the below-listed applicant upon receipt of a grant as administered by the Department of Economic and Community Development.
	
	Applicant:		The Barnum Museum
	Project:		Development of a conceptual art Vision Plan
	Grant Amount:	$25,000.00

(Y-6; N-0; Abstain: Chair Nelson)
Chair Nelson called for a recess at 11:07 am.

HP Council reconvened at 11:15 am.

Todd leaves the room at 11: 15 am.

Ms. Maher returns to the room at 11:15 am.


6.       NOMINATIONS TO STATE REGISTER

Motion by Ms. Maher, seconded by Ms. Williams

 	The Historic Preservation Council votes to list the Connecticut’s Agricultural Heritage   
      Multiple Property Documentation Form, 10 Sites (as shown below), on the State Register of  
      Historic Places.
1. Bishop/Tuttle/Megin Farmstead, 164 Carrington Road, Bethany
2. Doolitle Farmstead, 129 Downs Road, Bethany
3. Russell Farmstead, 20 Round Hill Road, Cornwall
4. Bradford-Kenniston Farmstead, 25 Bunker Hill Road, Cornwall
5. Judd/Lorch Farmstead, 332 Kent Road, Cornwall Bridge
6. Colonel Dwight Wellington Pierce Farmstead, 12 Popple Swamp Road, Cornwall
7. Joshua Pierce Farmstead, 22 Popple Swamp Road, Cornwall
8. Henry Swift Barn, 99 Warren Hill Road, Cornwall
9. Harvey Hull/Grulielmetti Farmstead, 108 Mica Hill Road, Durham
10. Seward-Atwell Farmstead, 25 Sand Hill Road, Durham

(Y-8; N-0; Abstain: Chair Nelson)

Chair Nelson leaves the room at 11:22 am.

Ms. Gilvarg takes over the meeting.


7. HISTORIC DISTRICTS/PROPERTIES


8. PROGRAMS AND DEVELOPMENT


9.  	STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION GRANTS (cont)

Motion by Ms. Cutler, seconded by Ms. Maher

C.       Certified Local Government Grants

The Historic Preservation Council votes to recommend the award of a Historic Preservation Enhancement Grant to the below-listed applicant in the amount shown below.  All Historic Preservation Enhancement Grant guidelines and state requirements shall be met by the below-listed applicant upon receipt of a Historic Enhancement Grant as administered by the Department of Economic and Community Development.

Applicant:  		Town of Westport
Project:	Consulting Services of CFR-Qualified Architectural Historian to prepare a historic district study report for the proposed Maplewood Avenue local historic district
Grant Amount:	$5,000.00

(Y-8; N-0)

Chair Nelson returns to the room at 11:25 am.

Todd Levine returns to the room at 11:25 am.


10. REPORT ON THREATENED PROPERTIES

Dan Forrest reported that with regard to Washington Elementary School all indications are that the town/SMARTR have gone back to the drawing board for redesign of the school project. In order to remove the item from Council’s agenda the Council requires a letter from the Town stating that they will not take any action causing the building to be demolished. A follow-up letter will be sent for the Town of Manchester to respond to by the end of December.  

The William Mason House in the town of Thompson is listed on the National Register and the SHPO has been approached by several parties concerned that the property is threatened due to the condition of the property. It was discussed that a letter to be sent to the property owner to invite them to the Council’s February meeting. 

11. PRESERVATION RESTRICTIONS


12. ARCHAEOLOGICAL PRESERVES

Ms. Cutler leaves the meeting at 11:52 am.


13. REPORT ON MUSEUM PROPERTIES

Please see report submitted by Karen Petersen.


14. REPORT ON STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE ACTIVITIES

Interviews are completed for the next state archaeologist.  Top candidate very interested in the position.  A formal letter offering them the position should go out today.  

The SHPO has three additional durational positions related to the administration of the Hurricane Sandy Grant funds currently in process with the Department of Administrative Services. 

Of the three positions the position for the Architectural Historican is the biggest concern as the response to original postings was not as strong as the responses for the archaeologists. 

In the next few months, recommendations to make some changes to SHPO’s Basic Operating Support Grant to broaden eligibility for archaeological preservation and to city wide preservation (regional).

The Mills Project is a very well planned two-year project to survey – SHPO hopes to amend the grant to The Trust to fund technical support.


15. GENERAL DISCUSSION


16. LIAISON WITH PUBLIC AND PRIVATE AGENCIES


17. OLD BUSINESS


18. NEW BUSINESS – DISCUSSION ONLY

The chair reminded Council to complete and turn in the Confidentiality Statement before leaving the meeting.  

In addition, the Conflict of Interest Statement signed by all Council members at the start of their terms will be distributed and completed on an Annual basis. A copy of the Statement will be provided to Council members in time for the January meeting..

The chair asked for any further feedback for staff on future HPACP grant applications. Recommendations included: 1. Applicant and project name to be displayed on all application pages and budget forms  2.  Eliminate the option for “no response” if a question does not apply to a particular application and 3.  Budget forms to be added correctly.

Council requested a copy of the 2014 meeting schedule. 






19. ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 12:08 pm.

The next Historic Preservation Council meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, January 8, 2014 at 9:30 am, One Constitution Plaza, Hartford, CT.

Respectfully submitted by:
Lourdes Rivera
Administrative Assistant
