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 DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COUNCIL

Historic Preservation Council
October 2, 2013
Department of Economic and Community Development
One Constitution Plaza, 2nd Floor
Hartford, CT

APPROVED MINUTES

PRESENT:	Chairman Nelson, Ms. Cutler, Dr. Faber, Mr. Faude, Ms. Gilvarg (arrived at 9:37 am), Dr. Grant-Costa, Dr. Harris, Ms. Kane, Ms. Maher, Ms. Williams

STAFF:	Daniel Forrest, Kip Bergstrom, Catherine Smith (arrived at 10:48 am), Julie Carmelich, Mary Dunne, Todd Levine, Laura Mancuso, Karin Peterson, Stacey Vairo

ABSENT:	Dr. Bellantoni, Dr. Woodward


1. CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Nelson at 9:33 am.  


2.  REVIEW OF PUBLIC COMMENT PROCEDURES

Chairman Nelson reviewed the public comment procedures.


3.  CODE OF CONDUCT/CONFLICT OF INTEREST

Chairman Nelson read the Code of Conduct and Ethics Statement.  The following conflict of interest was reported:

			Todd Levine		CT Agricultural Heritage


4. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Ms. Maher and seconded by Ms. Cutler to approve the minutes of the September 4, 2013 meeting as corrected.

 (Y-7; N-0; Abstained: Chair, Williams)


5.  REPORT OF COMMITTEES – no report

Chair Nelson asked the Council members who served as recording note takers during the Mission Statement breakout sessions to forward their notes to her in order to make them available to the Mission Statement Committee.

6.  NOMINATIONS TO THE STATE REGISTER

A. State Register Nomination for the Connecticut’s Agricultural Heritage Multiple 
            Property Documentation Form, 10 sites (as show below), on the State Register of 
           	Historic Places.

Mr. Levine leaves the room at 9:42 am.

Motion by Dr. Faber, seconded by Ms. Maher.

Charlotte Hitchcock spoke on behalf of the State Register nominations for the CT Barns.

The Historic Preservation Council votes to list the Connecticut’s Agricultural Heritage Multiple Property Documentation Form, 10 Sites (as shown below), on the State Register of Historic Places.

1. Edwin Knowlton Farmstead, 92 Knowlton Hill Road, Ashford
2. Urda Farmstead, 197 Turnpike Road, Ashford
3. Jabez Loomis White/Fish Farmstead at 20 Dimock Lane, Bolton
4. Ebenezer Shaylor Farmstead, 106 Hebron Road, Bolton
5. David Taylor Farmstead, 268 Main Street, Glastonbury
6. Ephraim Hubbard Farmstead, 127 Neipsic Road, Glastonbury
7. Louis Bona Farmstead, 1597 New London Turnpike, Glastonbury
8. Captain Noah Tryon Farmstead, 1099 Tryon Street, Glastonbury
9. Avery/Holmberg Farmstead, 12 Orchard Drive, Ledyard
10. William Williams, V Farmstead, 594 Shewville Road, Ledyard

(Y-9; N-0; Abstained: Chair)

Mr. Levine returns to the meeting at 10:00 am.


B.	Scranton Memorial Library Historic District, Madison, Connecticut

Motion by Dr. Harris, seconded by Ms. Cutler. 

Henry Griggs spoke on behalf of the State Register nomination for the Scranton Library, Madison.

The Historic Preservation Council votes to list the Scranton Memorial Library Historic District (801, 815 Boston Post Road and 14, 20, 24 Wall Street), in Madison, Connecticut on the State Register of Historic Places.

(Y-9; N-0; Abstained: Chair)


C.	Peck-Nichols House, Middlebury, Connecticut

Motion by Ms. Maher, seconded by Ms. Gilvarg. 


The Historic Preservation Council votes to list the Peck-Nichols House, 69 Nichols Road in Middlebury, Connecticut on the State Register of Historic Places. 

Rachel Carley, President of Middlebury Historical Society and Bob Rafford, Town of Middlebury Historian spoke on behalf of the State Register nomination for Peck-Nichols House, Middlebury.

(Y-9; N-0; Abstained: Chair)


D.	East Litchfield Chapel, South Litchfield, Connecticut

Motion by Ms. Williams, seconded by Dr. Faber. 

The Historic Preservation Council votes to list the East Litchfield Chapel, 62 East
Litchfield Road, South Litchfield, Connecticut

Ms. Vairo indicated that the SHPO had received (6) letters of support for the nomination.

 (Y-9; N-0; Abstained: Chair)


7. HISTORIC DISTRICTS/PROPERTIES


8. PROGRAMS REVIEW AND DEVELOPMENT


9.	STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION GRANTS

D. 	Survey and Planning Grants

1. New London Maritime Society – Custom House Museum

Motion by Dr. Harris, seconded by Ms. Maher.

The Historic Preservation Council votes to recommend the award of a Survey and Planning Grant; funded by the Community Investment Act, to the below-listed applicant in the amount shown.  All grand guidelines and state requirements shall be met by the below-listed applicant upon receipt of a grant as administered by the Department of Economic and Community Development.

	New London Maritime Society-Custom House Museum
Conditions Assessment for the New London Harbor (Pequot) 
Lighthouse in New London
Grant Amount:  $9,900

(Y-9; N-0; Abstained:  Chair)

F. Partners in Preservation 

1. CT Trust for Historic Preservation - Mills of Connecticut 

Motion by Dr. Grant-Costa, seconded by Mr. Faude.

The Historic Preservation Council votes to recommend the grant award listed below 
and funded by the Community Investment Act administered by the State Historic Preservation Office of the Department of Economic and Community Development.  All state and federal requirements shall be met by the applicant upon receipt of a grant. 

CT Trust for Historic Preservation 
Mills of Connecticut Pilot Program 
Two-Year Grant 
$868,250.00 

Wes Haynes CT Trust Circuit Rider and Helen Higgins, Director of the CT Trust spoke on behalf of the application.

(Y-9; N-0, Abstained:  Chair)

10. REPORT ON THREATENED PROPERTIES

Washington Street School, Manchester: Town of Manchester indicated in an email to Julie Carmelich that they will not be presenting at the November HPC Meeting and is in the process of considering project alternatives.  Mr. Faude suggested staff should drive by to see if building is still standing.  Chair Nelson stated that SHPO / Council need to send a letter to the Town Manager with cc to Town Counsel stating that the matter will be removed from Council’s agenda as long as letter is received affirming, on behalf of the Town, that the Town will not demolish the building. 

Council members noted that Town Manager’s communication still indicated a seeming lack of acknowledgement that it was not the construction of the new school building that required the proposed demolition of the existing Washington Elementary School but rather construction of the parking lot after completion of the new building. Had alternate parking sites been identified the potential demolition of the historic structure might have been avoided. 


11. PRESERVATION RESTRICTIONS


12. ARCHAEOLOGICAL PRESERVES


13. REPORT ON MUSEUM PROPERTIES

DECD’s solicited bids for stabilization of The Guard House had to be set aside due to higher than anticipated bids. The higher bids require a separate and different bid process under State Statute. DAS is now handling the project rebid with contractors on the State’s list of qualified firms.  While temporary shoring is in place where possible, the Guard House remains in at high risk.

Kip Bergstrom:  Delays in museum construction projects are unacceptable and place CIA funds at risk.

Helen Higgins:  October 18th meeting with Senator Williams – who wants an accounting of CIA balances.  

Please also refer to Report on Museums, submitted by Karin Peterson, Museum Director.

Catherine Smith joined the meeting. 

14. REPORT ON STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE ACTIVITIES

Regarding the federal shutdown, Dan Forrest reported that if the federal shutdown is of short duration there are no immediate short term affects on the Historic Preservation allocations due to the funding structure.  However, the SHPO has been requested to prepare a contingency plan in case the shutdown becomes more protracted

The refilling of the archeologist position is moving forward.  The interview panel has been named with interviews anticipated to be happening shortly.  The goal is to offer position by the end of the month.  In addition, the durational project manager position for project Hurricane Sandy is expected to be filled by mid November.

Commissioner Catherine Smith addressed the Council and spoke about DECD and DOT transit oriented development.

Bridgeport McLevy Hall:  City included easement in the application and is already in place, however, staff waiting for the development of grant contract.  DECD counsel and Attorney General’s Office modified Survey and Planning contract for this project. 

15. GENERAL DISCUSSION

Dr. Grant-Costa has questions on how significance is defined/determined in the context of  State Register nominations.  The Chair asked Stacey Vairo to prepare information on the topic of significance (State and National Registers) for the November Council meeting.  


16. LIAISON WITH PUBLIC AND PRIVATE AGENCIES

No report.


17. OLD BUSINESS


18. NEW BUSINESS – DISCUSSION ONLY


19. ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 11:41am.

The next Historic Preservation Council meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, November 6, 2013 at 9:30 am, One Constitution Plaza, Hartford, CT.

Respectfully submitted by:
Lourdes Rivera
Administrative Assistant
