
CT Kids Speak 

Kids’ Speak is a day for students from across the 
state and from the tri-state area to come together 
and discuss topics related to civil and human 
rights. This forum will raise the consciousness of 
students regarding diversity, anti-bullying, inclu-
sion, housing equal protection, and much more. 
The event will feature improvisations, exercises, 
debate, an interactive panel of experts and distin-
guished guests and an optional capitol tour. 

NOV. 15, 2011@ TBA, HARTFORD, CT 
9:00 a.m.– 1:30 p.m. 

COMPETITION RULES 

The papers will be judged on the 
student’s understanding of the 
topic, consistency of argument, 
persuasiveness, civil rights issues 
addressed, creativity and thought-
fulness. Five Jr. High & five High 
School students receiving the 
highest scores on their paper will 
have an opportunity to compete 
for prizes in the Oral Kids Court 
Competition in late May. 

For Questions, comments, a full 
brochure or to RSVP for Kids’ Speak 
which will be held on  November 15, 
2011 email Cheryl.sharp@ct.gov  

COMPETITION RULES cont. 

PRIZES Students may win prizes 
such as: a medal, certificate, 
plaque, citation from the Governor 
or legislature and/or a savings 
bond in the amount of $500 $250, 
$150, $100 or $50. 

History  In 1993, then UCONN law school students, 
Cheryl Sharp and Rae Thiesfield developed and 
launched the first Kids’ Court Competition in the 
Greater Hartford area to educate students about di-
versity and civil/human rights issues. In 1996, the first 
statewide Kids’ Court Competition and Kids’ Speak 
was held.  Over the years thousands of students 
have participated.  In 2000, CT Kids’ Speak and Kids’ 
Court was selected by the U.S. Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development as one of the best prac-
tice award winners, and received the “Simply the 
Best” award. Kids’ Court has been featured on Fox 
61 News and in local papers throughout the state.  

The Connecticut Kids’ Court Essay 
Competition is a statewide competition open to 
middle and high school students in Connecticut. The 
Competition challenges students’ knowledge and 
understanding of diversity and civil rights issues while 
encouraging students to examine ways in which 
these issues impact their education.  The 
Competition kickoff begins with Kids’ Speak on 
November 15, 2011 @ The State Capitol. 

1.  Bullying, School Cli-
mate and School Culture 
2.  Online Harassment—
not on or off school 
grounds  
3.  Inclusion and Educa-
tion: Reaching beyond the 
Americans with Disabili-
ties Act  
4.  My neighborhood: My 
School—busing, integra-
tion and equality 
5.  It’s Okay to be YOU 

Kids’ Speak & Kids’ Court Topics 

FREE ADMISSION  
FREE LUNCH 

BREAK OUT SESSIONS 
 

Any student interested in participating in this essay 
competition must select one of the five “Kids’ Court 
Topics” listed in this brochure and write a paper 
about the topic they have chosen.  There are two 
divisions; Division A— high school division (9th-12th) 
and Division B— Jr. High School (6th-8th). 
All Participants 
Each paper must contain a cover page, which 
includes the student’s name, grade, school, town and 
title of the paper.  All papers must be double spaced 
and 12 point font. 

JUDGING 

All papers must be typed or legi-
bly hand written and submitted to 
the CT Commission on Human 
Rights & Opportunities, 25 Sigour-
ney Street, 7th Floor, Hartford, CT 
c/o Cheryl A. Sharp, or emailed to 
Cheryl.Sharp@ct.gov by Mon-
day, April 2, 2012.  LATE SUB-
MISSIONS WILL NOT BE AC-
CEPTED. (A post marked date of 
April 2, 2012 is acceptable). 

mailto:Cheryl.Sharp@ct.gov�
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