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Declaratory Ruling
Pursuant to the record in this proceeding, Watertown Renewable Power, LLC’s (WRP) proposed 30 MW biomass gasification generating facility located at Echo Lake Road in Watertown and the associated interconnection with The Connecticut Light and Power Company’s Nos. 1191 and/or 1238 transmission lines, will not have a substantial adverse environmental effect, and pursuant to General Statutes § 16-50k(a), we hereby declare that the project will not require a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need.

The proposed facility shall be implemented substantially as specified in the Council’s record in this matter and subject to the following conditions:

1. Watertown Renewable Power, LLC shall comply with all applicable Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) permits.

2. Watertown Renewable Power, LLC shall comply with all DEP conditions regarding use of the easement in the Mattatuck state forest.

3. Watertown Renewable Power, LLC shall submit a copy of the final New Source Review Permit as approved by the DEP.

4. Watertown Renewable Power, LLC shall comply with all state and local noise regulations.  WRP shall conduct a noise survey, if warranted by either WRP or the Council, to determine compliance with state and local standards.
5. Any required noise mitigation methods shall be submitted to the Council for review and approval.  
6. Watertown Renewable Power, LLC shall conduct inspections to confirm that the wood supply conforms with DEP criteria.
7. Watertown Renewable Power, LLC shall submit a final air hazard determination to the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) if the Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection determines the final height of the generator exhaust stack must be greater than 170 feet above ground level to meet air quality standards.  In such cases, WRP shall submit the final FAA determination to the Council, including the specifications of the associated marking and/or lighting scheme. 
8. Watertown Renewable Power, LLC shall work with the Town of Watertown to reach an appropriate design to address traffic concerns on Echo Lake Road and shall provide such design plan to the Council for review and approval prior to construction.
9. Watertown Renewable Power, LLC shall submit a Development and Management Plan (D&M Plan) including the following elements:

a) A final site plan showing the placement of all power plant equipment, buildings, structures, and the transmission line interconnection, substation, switchyard, and associated structures;
b) A landscape plantings including re-vegetation and wetland disturbance mitigation;

c) Provisions for storm water management; and 

d) A magnetic field profile for the transmission interconnection.

10. Watertown Renewable Power, LLC shall comply with CL&P conditions and provide the Council with a certification that CL&P is satisfied those conditions have been met.
11. Watertown Renewable Power, LLC, or its successors, shall apply to the Council for approval of any substantial modifications to the site design or equipment, or the frequency of operation beyond peaking hours, as set forth in the Council’s record in this matter.   
CERTIFICATION
The undersigned members of the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) hereby certify that they have heard this case, or read the record thereof, in PETITION NO. 834 – Watertown Renewable Power, LLC petition for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the proposed construction, maintenance, and operation of a 30 MW biomass gasification generating facility and associated transmission interconnection at Echo Lake Road, Watertown, Connecticut, and voted as follows to approve the proposed project:
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Yes


Daniel F. Caruso, Chairman

__________________________________
Yes
Colin C. Tait, Vice Chairman
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Yes




Commissioner Donald W. Downes

Designee:  Gerald J. Heffernan

__________________________________



Abstain
Commissioner Gina McCarthy

Designee:  Brian Golembiewski  
__________________________________



Yes
Philip T. Ashton
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Yes
Daniel P. Lynch, Jr.

__________________________________



Yes
James J. Murphy, Jr.

__________________________________



Yes
Dr. Barbara Currier Bell

__________________________________



Yes
Edward S. Wilensky

Dated at New Britain, Connecticut, April 24, 2008.
