Petition No. 878
Pocket Communications

85 Plainfield Avenue, West Haven

February 19, 2009

Staff Report

On December 15, 2008, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a Petition (Petition) from Youghiogheny Communications-Northeast, LLC d/b/a Pocket Communications (Pocket) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the proposed modifications to an existing telecommunications facility located at 85 Plainfield Avenue, West Haven.  Specifically, Pocket seeks to extend the 138-foot Crown Castle-owned monopole to 148 feet tall.  Pocket would install three flush mounted panel antennas at the 146-foot level of the extended tower.
The total height with appurtenances would be approximately 151 feet tall.  A Professional Engineer duly licensed in the State of Connecticut has certified that the tower is structurally adequate to support the proposed loading.  The maximum worst case power density would be 32.1 percent of the applicable limit.

Pocket would also install a Nortel CDMA Micro BTS equipment cabinet on an H-frame to be located inside the existing fenced compound.  

The site is in a wooded area.  To the east is Plainfield Avenue and undeveloped land across the street.  To the north and west is open (wooded) space.  To the south is a parking lot, Maltby Avenue and a residential neighborhood.  There are no wetlands at the site.    

The tower is currently visible on portions of Plainfield Avenue, Maltby Street, and Timberland Drive.  The tower extension is expected to visible from these areas as well.  On January 9, 2009, Pocket submitted a notice to abutting property owners with a deadline for reply of January 23, 2009.  To date, Pocket has received two inquiries about the project, but neither were opposed.  No abutters have contacted the Council’s office with any replies.  No comments have been received by the City of West Haven either.  
This Petition was field reviewed by Dr. Barbara Bell and Mike Perrone of the Council staff on January 12, 2009.  Attorney Carrie Larson from Pullman and Comley, LLC (representing Pocket) and Eric Dahl, site acquisition specialist also attended the field review.  

