Petition No. 926
The United Illuminating Company
East Shore Substation and West River Switching Station
February 11, 2010
Staff Report
On December 11, 2010, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a Petition from The United Illuminating Company (UI) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for modifications to UI’s East Shore Substation and West River Switching Station in New Haven.  An on-site field review of the proposed project was conducted on January 19, 2010, with Council member Dr. Barbara Bell and Council staff member Robert Mercier.  UI was represented by Bruce McDermott and Kathleen Shanley.   
The work at the substation and switching station is necessary to interconnect PSEG Power Connecticut LCC’s 133 MW peaking generation project at New Haven Harbor Station that was the subject of Council Petition No. 925.  Additionally, UI proposes to perform necessary upgrades at the substation to prevent the possibility of capacitor bank failure under certain operating conditions.  Work for both projects is expected to begin in the third quarter of 2010 with a completion date of the third quarter of 2011.  Work hours would generally be 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday with temporary exceptions to complete critical work.  
East Shore Substation
The East Shore Substation is located at 1 Waterfront Street and is on the east shore of New Haven Harbor.  The 3.5-acre site is located in a heavily industrialized area and is bordered by New Haven Harbor Station to the south, UI property to the east and the Gateway oil terminal to the north.  

The PSEG interconnection involves the addition of two 115-kV circuit breakers and disconnect switches, modification of the existing bus and the installation of a 61-foot high take off structure.   
The capacitor bank upgrades include reconfiguring two capacitor banks, relocating the associated reactors to the neutral side of each capacitor bank, replacing two existing 115-kV circuit breakers and installing two circuit switchers.  This work would require the expansion of a portion of the south section of the substation by 3,942 square feet in an existing lawn area.  A few evergreens along the existing fence line would be removed.  New fencing would be consistent with existing conditions.  
The site is in heavily industrialized area.  The new equipment and expanded substation would not have any visual impact since the new or replaced equipment would be consistent with existing conditions.  The new take-off structure would be shorter that an existing 103-foot, 345-kV structure at the substation.  All abutters were notified of the project and no comments were received.  The modifications at either site would not increase the noise levels above applicable standards.  

West River Switching Station
UI proposes to add two 115-kV circuit breakers and associated switches at the switching station to support the PSEG interconnection.  All work would be conducted within the existing 1.5-acre switching station.  New equipment would not be taller than existing equipment.  Adjacent properties include the Metro North Railroad, commercial industrial property to the east, Route 10 and parking lot to the west, and residences to the south.  The nearest residence is 250 feet south of the switching station.  All abutters were notified of the project and no comment was received.  .  The modifications would not increase the noise levels above applicable standards.  

