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On April 1, 2010, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition from the Northeast Utilities Service Company on behalf of Connecticut Light & Power (CL&P) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for modifications to be made within the West Side Substation in Middletown, Connecticut. Council member Phil Ashton visited the site with staff member David Martin on April 19, 2010 to review the proposal. Bob Charpentier, Dave Lehman, and Helen Taylor represented CL&P at the field review.
CL&P seeks to install two 115-kV circuit switchers and replace two existing motor-operated disconnect switches at its West Side Substation. Replacing the disconnect switches would involve removing two existing lattice structures and installing, in their stead, monopole-type structures. The circuit switchers would be placed between the disconnect switches and existing transformers. The work would take place in the same area where the existing structures are located. 
The West Side Substation is located at the end of a dead end residential street. It is visually shielded from its nearest residential neighbors, located to the east, by vegetation and topography.  The west side of the substation abuts a large yard used by the City’s Public Works department to store debris from road reconstruction projects and other, similar materials. There are no residential neighbors with views of the substation to the north or south. 

The proposed work will improve reliability of the transmission system in the Middletown area. It will constitute a minimal change to the appearance of the substation. 
Staff recommends approval.







