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Joan McDonald State of Connecticut
Commissioner Department of Economic and

Community Development

December 23, 2009

Dear Chief Elected Official:

I would like to take the opportunity to inform you of several Brownfield funding opportunities that may
be available to assist you in returning brownfield sites back to productive use in your community. In
October 2009, Governor Rell announced the Bond Commission’s approval of $2.25 million for the
second phase of the Municipal Brownfield Pilot Program and $2.5 million for the Targeted Brownfield
Development Loan Program. The $4.75 million for these two programs represents the state’s
commitment in these tough economic times to clean up these significant properties.

In addition, the new Abandoned Brownfield Cleanup Program (“ABC”), established this year by Public
Act 09-235, is a tremendous opportunity for “white knight” developers by providing liability protection
from the responsibility to investigate and remediate off-site contamination provided that the projects meet
certain economic development thresholds and remediation is completed under a formal DEP program.

As such, DECD will be accepting applications for the following programs:

e Second round of the Municipal Brownfield Pilot Program - Applications due March 1,2010
e Abandoned Brownfield Cleanup (“ABC”) Program Pilot Round - Applications due April 12,2010

In addition, DECD will be accepting applications for the Targeted Brownfield Development Loan
Program on an ongoing basis contingent on available funding. We invite you to download the
instructions and the new OBRD Consolidated Application Form from the Latest News section of our
website at www.ctbrownfields.gov. Please contact Peter Simmons at (860) 270-8149 or Brian Dillon at
(860) 270-8156 if you would like a hard copy of the OBRD Application mailed to you.

DECD’s Office of Brownfield Remediation and Development’s (OBRD) has been very busy this past
year in removing development obstacles. I am pleased to share with you our recent progress:

e DECD, in cooperation with DEP, streamlined the state flood plain certification process for
brownfields and former mill sites. This new process significantly improves the state’s ability to
assist mill reuse by reducing the certification requirements and timeframes for review and
approval.

e The communities of Norwalk, Stamford, Redding, Waterbury and Shelton are being funded under
the first phase of the Brownfield Municipal Pilot Program for various brownfield projects.

e DECD received $600,000 in supplemental EPA funding for our statewide brownfield revolving
loan fund. We have awarded these funds to the towns of Windham, Montville and Middletown to
support projects in these communities.

e DECD has formed the Eastern CT Brownfield Coalition (“ECBC”) with the Windham County
Council of Governments and the Northeast Connecticut Council of Governments as part of a
$1,000,000 Brownfield Assessment Grant Application to EPA.
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e  Working with CHFA, brownfields redevelopment is now included in the criteria for receipt of
low income housing tax credits.

In addition, as Commissioner I have consolidated OBRD under DECD’s Office of Responsible
Development (ORD) to create better synergies in implementing Governor Rell’s responsible growth
strategies and brownfield reuse. OBRD remains the state’s one-stop resource for brownfield programs,
but with enhanced abilities through its merger with ORD.

We believe these initiatives continue to make Connecticut a competitive state in the forefront of
responsible growth. Any applications received by DECD under either of these solicitations will remain
on file at DECD for up to 12-months. These applications will be evaluated for funding as part of any
potential future programs or funding opportunities. We look forward to receiving your applications for
these exciting endeavors and working with your community on the successful completion of brownfield
projects.
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: Joseph Oros, Chief of Staff
Peter Simmons, Executive Director Office of Responsible Development
Brian Dillon, Program Manager Office of Brownfield Remediation and Development



