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	Members present:
Bill Silver, Mark McQuillan, Diane Wallace, Cheryl Prevost, George Kahkedjian, Joshua Smith,  Judith Greiman, Don Blevins, Kendall Wiggin, Anthony Palermino, Rich Mavrogeanes, Patricia Fusco, Judith Grieman, Ed Klonoski, Kathy Giotsas, Jack Babbit
	

	
	

	Members absent:   Marc Herzog, George Claffey,  Michael Kerntke, Bart Stanco, 
                                Diane Goldsmith, Bart Stanco, David Martel, Russell Feinmark,  

                                Henry Dutcher, Michael Meotti
	

	
	

	Others present:      Sarah Edson, Karen Kaplan, Doug Casey, Randall Osbourne and
                                John Vittner
	

	* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
	

	Chairperson Kendall Wiggin called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.  


	

	
	

	Approval of Minutes: It was MOVED (C. Prevost) seconded (E. Klonoski) TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AS PRESENTED of May 28.  PASSED with one abstention (P. Fusco). It was also MOVED (B. Silver) seconded (J. Greiman) TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE JULY 13 SPECIAL MEETING. PASSED with abstentions by P. Fusco, J. Babbit, B. Silver, C.Prevost, D. Blevins and A. Palermino.
	Minutes

	
	

	Report of the Commission Chair:  Ken reported he had little time to work on agenda items this summer due to the massive retirements at the Library.
	Report of the Chair

	
	

	Commission Membership:  

Karen welcomed new members and distributed a list of members’ contact information. She said the Lt. Governor’s appointment to the Commission will be made soon.
	Commission membership 2009-2010 

	
	

	Reports:  
Judith Greiman, President, CCIC, Connecticut Conference of Independent Colleges

The results of a survey of 16 independent college sector technology efforts was distributed. The survey reveals that the range of educational technology activities occurring in the schools both large and small is very impressive. The report covers advancements in infrastructure, the classroom, and administration. Some of the highlights of what students are using in the classroom are Web 2.0, email, iTuneU, SharePoint, Blackboard, podcasting, classroom technology, special services, video casting, and much more. CEN is the foundation of their networks now and its functionality is now a given. The discussion now is the ways in which it is being used. 
Ken Wiggin said this all points toward the need for a ubiquitous network and web tools. The technologies being used in colleges could serve as a link to neighboring lower grade schools. 

Ed Klonoski. Charter Oak College-

Charter Oak College is now offering a bridge course for LPN certification and offering an online masters degree in conjunction with WCSU. All college services are now conducted online at Charter Oak, including admissions and assessment. Video will be coming soon. 
In collaboration with the Department of Labor, a web portal for adapting higher education to employment needs is available. An Ethics course is being used as a model for security training. A Disaster Recovery program is being developed by  CDLC (The Connecticut Distance Learning Consortium) for all 164 school districts. 
A moodle course is being offered to instructors for a small fee. For K-12, this allows the district to put information online that is also available to students. This course comes with text support and training. It has a blackboard model also. Cumulative licensing was purchased for $40,000. It is normally $80,000. Committee members requested a packet of information from this report.
Kathy Giotsas,  Connecticut Library Association (CLA)
Funding for iCONN databases was in jeopardy during the budget process, but was restored in the final budget. However, there have been holdbacks that have resulted in some databases being cut. PowerSearch is the new software that unifies all the iCONN databases.  Many libraries are switching to Open Source cataloging.  Kathy said she is new to the group but advocated that K-12 schools and Universities become more integrated with public libraries. Many librarians need more training on, for example, blackboarding. Librarians get training for nominal fees in Library field topics; but other resources would be great. With collaboration, schools and libraries could help each other. 
Anthony Palermino, DPUC.

Current guidelines and decisions on requests for funding for equipment costs, educational technology, and public access programs are on the DPUC website.   Per Pegpetia Law, funding is provided from taxes from cable TV.  Nine hundred and forty thousand dollars ($940,000) was donated last year. Because of the recent budget cuts, the agency is not as active in expending money, but they are still taking in applications and reviewing them quarterly. Educational facilities can reapply after skipping a quarter.  
Per the Governor’s Executive order, DPUC will be the main provider of broadband mapping data. Per this order an application for a grant for federal funds has been submitted. They will develop a map of the broadband system and then apply for further grants and provide low cost loans to companies that supply it. 

Jack Babbitt, University of Connecticut
In order to develop a business continuity plan, critical data analysis is being done to determine what is important and what still needs to be done on campus. A major fiber build out is being funded and there is a lot of focus on academic buildings. Right now, 1 gig from the desktop is the norm. UConn is in a period of transition. The new CIO and Associate Vice President, Retired Colonel, David Gilbertston will be welcomed in January.
Bill Silver- Superintendent, CT Association of Public School Superintendents CAPSS
Discussed technology advancements occurring over last year: 1) A Superintendent primer for versing in technology for all new superintendents; 2) proposed legislation this year for regulations surrounding student success in on-line learning; 3) white paper developed by the association 8 or 9 years ago will be updated; 3) Online student safety in the hand held and computer environment will be addressed; and 4) funding issues for technologies at the state and local level are being addressed.
Commissioner Mark McQuillan, SDE

 A bill was submitted for policy development at the local level to manage online learning and establishment of mandates for high school graduation and management of course content and who is teaching it.
A new technology plan is being processed to tie in with the National plan as soon as possible. A key thing is re-invisioning how to build systems for delivery.
The agency is working with CT Association of Public School Superintendents on Skills Assessment.  The National standards for teachers and students will be part of our incorporated standards. 
Ten million dollars have been invested in secondary school reform; however, middle schools still don’t have connectivity. What are the essential standards for secondary school programs? The transformation of high school can be linked to secondary school reform and will involve around the clock intervention for students who need it. 

Diane Wallace- DOIT 
DOIT is picking itself up after the recent budget problems.  They were a revolving fund agency, rather than a general fund agency, so their money came from paying customers.  They have now been moved to the general fund with a 15 percent budget reduction. There will be services and contracts that they can no longer continue and they are not looking at doing new things. The CEN budget has always been in the general fund. They wanted a 4.9 million budget, but got 3.5 million, which doesn’t allow for the refresh.  Sarah Edson has moved on to Ethel Walker School and DOIT is looking for a replacement. 

Donald Blevin, First Vice President, CABE, CT Assoc. of Boards of Education. Online services are offered to members of Education Boards in 164 member districts. There are budget problems within districts. Many are struggling to solve problems and maintain the infrastructure that they have. They are not dealing with new technology issues. Many voting citizens are not knowledgeable about the importance of advancing technology. Smart whiteboard is being developed more and more in the classroom.  Another development is in Shop and Business courses that have been totally revamped with new technology. 
At the board level, there is a struggle with the issue of how and whether boards need to control the use of student portable connections due to negative activities such as cyber bullying and sexting. Also, issues are coming up about fair use and copyright in course management and learning systems that post material online. Help from the State Library and from CLA on copyright guidelines would be helpful. The Position Statement on Educational Technology and Information Literacy, adopted December 1, 2004 was distributed.  
Ken Spelgy, representing Marc Herzog, Chancellor, CT Community Colleges
There are many interesting initiatives at the Community Colleges and they are meeting budget challenges. 
· A business intelligence tool which will generate a report from various data sources will measure student performance.  This will help create solutions for improving student success. A RFP was issued for Intellectual analytic solutions and 22 responses were received.
· Academic continuity is being enforced with online technology tools to enable provision of services during weather, health, or other emergencies. 
· “iTeaching Essentials” is a fully online 9 week training program for teachers in the CT Community College system for online teaching. Two colleges, so far, will require faculty to complete this course before teaching an online course. 
· Through the IITT Course Cart, which is the online faculty and staff training database and online registration system, faculty and staff can search and register for classes or workshops at all 12 colleges.  
· Instruction has dramatically increased over the last year with courses being offered around the system in: using Blackboard Vista, the online course management system, and in many other topics, including copyright guidelines, and the use of online tools, such as wikis, blogs, and podcasting for instructional and administrative purposes. The use of the online course management system, Blackboard Vista, by instructors has doubled over the last five years. Approximately seventy percent of faculty are now using it.

· Faculty and staff are also making use of online tools for training such as, Webinars, just-in-time resources. 

· A system wide conference, “Meeting Students Where They Are: Building Community and Engaging Students Through Social Networking and Web 2.0” will take place on November 6 at Housatonic Community College. This will be social networking training for teachers.  (handout)
· In conjunction with CTDLC (Connecticut Distance Learning Consortium) and Apple, Inc. the Community College system is exploring the use of Apple iTunes U technology for distributing multi-media content to students. A handout was distributed
Ken Wiggin, State Librarian

· One thousand downloadable books are now available through iCONN, the State Library’s search engine, made possible through a Pegpetia grant from DPUC. The goal of this initiative is to add content for grade school children ages K-12. A lot of the books are classics and may help learning disabled students. More titles are being added.  Without advertising this initiative, there have been 7,000 downloads already.
· Digitization has become a big goal of the State Library. We are now twittering and posting lines from the CT Witch Trial documents that link to our website. We have followers from all over the world. The Library is also on Facebook.
· Another initiative is CT Treasures. We provide funding to the CT Library Connection, Inc., who work with public libraries to digitize material from their collections and put it on line. 
· The WPA Old House Survey is another popular digitalization project at the State Library. Survey forms and pictures of houses in Connecticut from 1934-1937 have been digitized and posted on our web site. We are experimenting with social networking to have people that live in these houses give us more information. 

· We are working with Ancestry.com to digitize genealogical holdings in our collection at no cost to us. They are reviewing our proposal. This will help us move significant material on to the web. Much of this is WWI post surveys often with photographs and other vital records material.

· iCONN is moving forward even though the budget affected us negatively. We initially thought we might lose all funding. Two academic databases have been cancelled (a nursing database and Campus Research by Westlaw). We are gathering data from colleges to provide data that will help us replace these databases. AP Press Images was cut and almost all newspapers except the  Hartford Courant. InfoAnytime was eliminated. iCONN will have a new landing page later this month. The new page will help narrow searching techniques. By the end of the year, we will be able to send search results to cell phones. 

Patricia Fusco, Technology Support Teacher, American Federation of Teachers
At list of computer resources that Connecticut K-12 teachers are using was distributed. A basic message is that they are working on technology integration. Interactive whiteboards are the number one thing that is transforming teaching. It has helped autistic students. There is a bigger emphasis on data statewide now and on tools that help with assessments, such as Blue Ribbon software, which helps to track student progress. Anti-plagiarism software is being used. 
Social networking is a struggle. 
George Kahkedjian, CSU CIO

A one page handout, CSUS Information Technology-System-wide, A Collaborative-Distributed Model was distributed. A list of the information technology systems and services is listed. These services are in response to the ever changing expectations of the Universities’ population. The CSUS Information Technology Unit continues to build on its successes and acquire more collaborating tools to save money and be more efficient. 
Joshua Smith, President CECA, (CT Educator Computer Association), Director of Information and Technology for the Ridgefield Public Schools
Representing all districts, the handout lists bullet points for what is seen as established and prevalent; what is accepted, but not established; what is emerging; and speed bumps. 
Statewide, there are different levels within the districts. Depending on what school you go to, technologies are being used differently.  An acceptance of staff to take risks and move forward is being seen.
There could be budget problems implementing the next steps of accepted but not established technologies, i.e. the interactive white board, whose level of importance is not disputed. The importance of emergency notification is not disputed. Common use of the wireless concept is debatable. Whether social networks are educational has not been established. 
Video conferencing is emerging and being used for different purposes; sometimes for communication and not educational purposes.

Staffing priorities can be a speed bump, as can be the risk threshold of the community.
What do we need to change and what can we anticipate for the future when technology is changing so quickly? The skills of i.e., a whiteboard, cannot be measured with test scores. How do we prove their worth? Districts will have hard time in supporting unproven measures.  

Cheryl Prevost, Teacher, CT Education Association

Very impressed with Higher Ed initiatives. She wishes she was as optimistic for what K-12 is doing. Access is varying greatly across districts. Webinars are available, but are often too difficult to access. It took 2 weeks to set up for the Obama presentation. Teachers are provided data with student management systems, but data can be lost if system goes down. Blogs took her too long to get help with. 
Need to look at what the expectations are for the future.  Reasonable standards are necessary. 

Ken thanked everyone for the input. 

Karen and Ken will consolidate and issue a report.


	Reports on Initiatives from Members


	Goals for 2009-10
How do we best communicate with policy holders what is happening?
Understanding the impact on the network; outline the need.

Commission needs to identify what school buildings are not connected and what we can do.

Maybe the commission could look at 21st century skills 

Theme of interconnectedness.  
Pat Fusco said that even though schools are connected, they often can’t handle high speed programs within their individual buildings; some have painfully slow connections.
Mark McQuillan asked Ken to write first draft of the goals. 
Josh suggested that standards be revised with a 3 year plan. 

Ken will help with the copyright and fair use problems. 

Rich Mavrogeanes said he is sympathetic to connectivity issues. There are great variations in the skill sets of solving issues. He would encourage development of expertise to configure their networks. CEN staff are not responsible; they need resource assistance. 
Josh said that the Discovery Initiative science content is very successful and would like a goal to be to build on that.

	CET Goals for 2009-10


	ARRA Update:  
Diane reported that requests for increased broadband through AARA funds are in a holding pattern. Applications are in and accepted with the Federal Government. We will not hear until mid November and not receive funds until mid December. The applications exceeded the money available. The Governor supported a strong application.  CEN was included with 2 public safety initiatives: expansion of fiber to northeast and northwest and southern part of state, which are underserved. Of the 109,000,000, CEN’s portion is 34,000,000. 

Karen reported that 4.8 million will go out on entitlement basis established by feds to 135 districts. The other half is going out in competitive RFPs, which will be out by end of year and awarded. There will be large awards to eligible districts; smaller amounts to other districts and also Title 1 and Special Ed and Educational Technology.

Rich asked about e-rate; 

Wendy works with the e-rate program; recently received approval of 3.1 million for FY10 applications. 
	AARA Updates

	
	

	Advisory Councils
Randal Osborn (IT Director East Haven Public Schools), Network Infrastructure and Services Advisory Council (replacing Ganesan Ravishanker Wesleyan University) 
The Council is searching for another K-12 representative. They met on September 15 and heard updates. A suggestion to explore the age and health of networks public school in East Haven should be a goal.
John Vittner, DOIT
The CEN is looking at providing new connections within school districts; requests are received weekly. Work has been done at the Lyme Academy of the Arts, the Old State House.  CEN has undertaken initiatives for Technology training and expanded to include Library Consortiums. They had 70 -100 districts show up for training. New topics are network monitoring and network management. They are working to expand training through Internet2 and provide a review class on Internet Protocol version 4 I(PV4). DOIT has committed racks for disaster recovery. The Network is aging; bandwidth commitments 5.2 gig -a year ago; now under 4. Capacity is growing and connections with providers are expanding which costs money. Many schools streamed the President’s Inaugural Address and very few bandwidth problems were reported.  It was a real test of the CEN. Need to continue to stay ahead of curve.  Continue to push for funds. Will use funds for targeted areas. 


	Advisory Councils

	Proposed Meeting Calendar
January 12, 2010 10:00 -12:00 LOB
March 25, 2010 10:00 -12:00 SOB, 165 Capitol Ave. Rm. 307A

May 21, 2010 10:00 -12:00 Charter Oak State College, New Britain


	Proposed Meeting Calendar

	Announcements 
	Announce-ments

	Public Comment

	Public Comment

	At 11:40 a.m. IT WAS MOVED (K.WIGGIN) seconded (K. KAPLAN) TO ADJOURN.  

PASSED unanimously.  The next meeting is scheduled for January 12, 2010 in the Legislative Office Building
	

	
	

	Respectfully submitted,
	

	______________________________
	

	Kendall F. Wiggin, Secretary
	

	
	

	
	

	______________________________
	

	Ursula Hunt, Recorder
	


