Entrepreneurship Bootcamp for Veterans with Disabilities (EBV - http://whitman.syr.edu/ebv).  

 

The EBV is an educational program offering training in entrepreneurship and small business management to post-9/11 veterans with service-connected disabilities.  The program is targeted at vets who have a desire to launch and/or grow businesses – either now or at some point in their futures.  The program brings together some of the most accomplished academics, entrepreneurs, and Fortune 500 CEOs, with post-9/11 veterans, in an effort to help them realize their business ownership goals.  Our graduates are then plugged into a strong post-training support network, providing resources positioned to help them start and grow a business.  

 

The program is offered by six world-class business schools across the U.S. – Texas A&M University, Florida State University, Purdue University, UCLA, the Univ. of Connecticut, and Syracuse University.  The program is open to any vet from any state, who served since 2001 (active, guard, reserve), and that has a service connected disability rating of any level.  The training takes place at each of the six universities at different times throughout the May through September time period.   Importantly, the program is a ‘social venture’ for the universities; that is, we offer the program without any cost to the veterans.  It’s all funded privately, and we pay all program costs for accepted veterans, including airfare, lodging, food, everything.  It’s a once in a lifetime experience for the vets – they get a chance to meet and interact one-on-one with the superstars of the business world – the folks you see on business magazine covers.  In 2008, the program was named a National Best Practice by the Secretary of the Army for serving veterans and their families. To date we have graduated more than 220 veterans from the program, since its inception in 2007.

