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Auency gets credit from two for helping keep their
lives on track, heading them toward triumph. Page 3
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Making the most out
of difficult situations

DCF helps local youths pursue dreams of better life
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For her internships, Urciullo
worked at 2 group home for
Kids, a8 an afterschool program
coordinator and at McLean,
where she still works,

Urelullo took on a psychology
major and sociology minor
because of her interest in work-
ing with people. "1 was always
mally good at analyzing other
peaple,” she said, “T'm definitely
a people-person.”

Urciullo has had the same
soclal worker, Steve, since ber
freshman year of high school and
has been thanlkful for his help.

“He's definitely been a consistent

figure in my life" she sud. “He's
alnaﬁmlmgmtnduh:akh
me, which | rally appreciate.”

Urciullo is living in Jamaica
Plain, Mass., with a friend, and
would fike to work for the DCF.

Parsons was bom and raised
in Bristol. The department first
entered his lile when he was 13
and removed him from his
home. He was placed in a youth
shelter for a year before finally
getting a foster home.

“T was just happy to have a
roof iver my head,” he said,

In June 1999 he moved in with
his first foster family in Pordand,
but the it didn't work out,

He was sent 1o another foster
family In East Hampton in
October 2001 and remains in
close contact with them.

Onee he turned 18, Parong
mae the decision to stay with
the DCF program so they could
Tielp hiim get a college education,

He spent five years al Mitchell
College in New Landon, a schoal
that specializes in teaching stu-
dents with specialized needs —
those who may be deafing with
iisuaes such as attention deficit dis-
onder, attention defiicit hyperactiv-
ity disorder and bipolar disonder,
For three years he worked as a
residential assistant at the school.

Feeding off of his love for
math and science, he worked
ioward his associate degree in
maring science, then graduated
with his bachelor's degree in
criminal justice in May.

Parsons credits the effons o
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much of his success.

“Bhe’s great,” be said. "She's
impacted me a lot."

Parsons has four biological
siblings and three foster siblings.
Like Urciullo, Parsons maintains
a close relationship with his
mother. “She's been there a3 a
support system with me right
dlong the way,” he said,

As for what's next in Parsons’
life, he plans tn go hack to school
for his master's in forensics and
eventually go into crime sceng
investigation work.

Parsans has been engaged for
five years to a girl who was also
an RA ai Mitchell, and the two
will marry in August 2009,

He lives in Mew London and is
Imkmg for jobs i in a:t:unty He

I
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London Police Department.

Urclullo and Parsons are mov-
ing forward.

Urciullo said she wouldn't
change any of those obsiacles,
been good for her. “They defi-
nitely made me the person | am
loday,” she said. T would say
that | am extremely sirong-
willed, courageous, goakdriven
and ambitious because of them.”

Parsons said he is continuous-
Iy learning from everyone and
everything around him.

"Stmpeq:hsa}rliﬂﬂrmid
s a habiiual place,” he
saill. *1 like that philosophy.”

Francine Maglione can be
reached af fmaglione@newbrt-
tainherald.com or by eolline



