MINUTES
MOBILE MANUFACTURED HOME ADVISORY COUNCIL

JANUARY 19, 2005
The Mobile Manufactured Home Advisory Council convened January 19, 2005 at 10:20 A.M. 
in Room 117 of the State Office Building, 165 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, CT 06106.

Members Present:

Vincent Flynn, Chairman
CHFA Employee
George Cote


Banking Industry Representative
Myriam Clarkson                    Mobile Manufactured Housing Ind. Rep. 
Leonard S. Campbell

Town Planner
Ginne-Rae Gilmore

DECD Representative

Michelina G. Lauzier

Park Tenant
Jeffrey Ossen


Park Owner

Bennett Pudlin


Attorney at Law
Ben Castonguay

CT Real Estate Commission Member
Neil Gervais


Park Tenant
Keith Jensen


Park Owner
Al Hricz


Park Tenant
Members Absent:

Marcia L. Stemm

Park Owner
Edward Bartsch

Park Tenant

Board Vacancies:

None
DCP Staff Present:

Tracy Cicero, Board Secretary




Gregory Carver, Special Investigator





Claudette Carveth, Communications Director

Public Present:

Raphael Podolsky, Esquire 




Mary Campbell
Note:
The administrative functions of this Board are carried out by the Department of Consumer Protection, Occupational and Professional Licensing Division. 
For information call Richard M. Hurlburt, Director, at (860) 713-6135.
MINUTES

The Advisory Council reviewed and unanimously approved minutes of the September 15, 2004

Mobile Manufactured Home Advisory Council meeting.

REPORT FROM SUB-COMMITTEES

· EDUCATION COMMITTEE

The Education Committee reports on progress made on the Mobile Home Booklet. Ms. Clarkson has extracted information from the Rights and Responsibilities booklet to be used as a format as well as working on rewriting the promotional piece in an attempt to make it informative and user friendly. Ms. Clarkson will be meeting with the Trade and Manufactured Housing Association for their review and input prior to presenting a draft to the Advisory Council. Mr. Flynn mentioned the need to move on this issue and have it finalized in order to make it available to the general public. Ms. Clarkson expressed her interest in assisting with the rewriting of the promotional piece. Ms. Clarkson’s revealed that most of her time and commitment are being consumed by her personal business life and is suggesting that the Advisory Council re-appoint an Education Committee Chairperson who can commit more of the required time and energy on this matter. 
· LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE

The Legislative Committee reports ongoing state zoning regulatory violations as well as conflicting mobile home zoning ordinance interpretations by certain towns. Attorney Podolsky 
reports receiving response to his inquiry with towns relating to their zoning ordinances governing manufactured mobile homes. Attorney Podolsky is suggesting that the Advisory Counsel use this information to request an advisory opinion from the Attorney General’s office on the legality of towns manufactured mobile home zoning ordinances.  
· FINANCE COMMITTEE

The Finance Committee reports ongoing loan activity within manufactured home housing market in the range of up to $50,000.00 dollars. Loans are being provided in the range of up to 75% of the home value, up to ten years old, at an interest rate of 7.25%. Loans range from $10,000.00 to $100,000.00, with an appraisal cost in the range of $300.00. Attorney Podolsky suggested the Finance Committee organize a survey of Connecticut banks regarding their lending policies of individual manufactured mobile homes, and that a complaint be filed with the appropriate regulatory agency on behalf of banks that refuse to provide manufactured mobile home loans. Mr. Flynn suggested that the Finance Committee request of banks the reason for not providing  manufactured mobile home loans. 
RYDER PARK UPDATE

Mr. Hircz reports that ¾ of the tenants are opting to buy new homes. The new park is half developed with a mid spring or summer as a date for tenants to be moved into the new park.
Mr. Ciccalone reports that the site is on a federal flood plain, which raises issues regarding state financial assistance. With what CHFA may provide, there is legislation on the books that allows CHFA to provide financial assistance for the tenants association in the purchasing of the land. Ms. Clarkson reports that the developer’s intent is to eventually sell the land to the residents once the community is established and has also been looking into CHFA assistance regarding the purchasing of the individual homes by the residents as well as any assistance for the purchase of the land by the residents.
CASE COMPLAINT AND RELATED ISSUES UPDATE
Ms. Lauzier is following-up on the recent kerosene fuel leak in August 2004 at Colonial Park in East Hartford and is inquiring on any assistance through the Oil Leak Program. Mr. Carver reports that this particular issue is being handled by the Attorney General’s office. Ms. Lauzier reports that a couple of meetings were held with the tenants and association officers, legislators,  Commissioner of Environmental Protection and the Attorney General to discuss and seek remedial plan on this issue. The latest update provided on this issue was that the park owners, who were cited for the leaking pipes, were required to fix them and prohibited from passing on the cost to the park tenants. The Attorney General’s office is filing a law suit against the park owners due to disclosure issues on this matter.
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:40 A.M.   
Respectfully submitted,









Nelson Leon









Advisory Council Secretary
The next meeting of this Advisory Council is scheduled for Wednesday, March 16, 2005.
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