MINUTES
CONNECTICUT HOME INSPECTION LICENSING BOARD

165 CAPITOL AVENUE

HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106

FEBRUARY 3, 2005
The Connecticut Home Inspection Licensing Board met on Thursday, February 3, 2005 at 9:30 A.M. in Room 117 of the State Office Building, 165 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, CT 06106.
Board Members Present:

Bernard F. Caliendo, Chairman (Home Inspector)





Dana J. Fox (Home Inspector)





Richard J. Kobylenski (Home Inspector)





Denise Robillard (Public Member)





Bruce D. Schaefer (Home Inspector)






William Stanley, Jr. (Home Inspector)

Board Members Not Present:
Susan A. Connors, Esq. (Public Member)





J. Andre Fournier (Public Member)

Board Vacancies:


None
Board Counsel:


Not Present
DCP Staff Present:


Robert M. Kuzmich, License and Applications 






Specialist





Richard M. Hurlburt, Director






Occupational and Professional Licensing Division






Vicky E. Bullock, Administrative Hearings 






Attorney
Others Present:


None
Note:
The administrative functions of this Board are carried out by the Department of Consumer Protection, Occupational and Professional Licensing Division.  For information, call Richard M. Hurlburt, Director, at (860) 713-6135.

1. Call to order by Chairman Bernie Caliendo.
Mr. Caliendo called the meeting to order at 9:42 a.m.
2. Review of minutes of the November 4, 2004 meeting of the Board.  After a thorough review, the Board voted, unanimously, to accept the minutes as written.  (Kobylenski/Fox)
3. Review of Final Decisions and Orders.
Mr. Caliendo noted that there are no Final Decisions and Orders before the Board today.
4. Applications for review.

Mr. Caliendo noted that there are no Final Decisions and Orders before the Board today.

5. Applicants appearing before the Board.
Mr. Caliendo noted that there are no applicants before the Board today.

6. Formal Hearings to be held.
Mr. Caliendo noted that there are no Formal Hearings to be held today.

7. Old Business

A. Review of existing “Standards of Practice” for Home Inspectors for possible modifications.  Mr. Caliendo suggested that Home Inspector Board members divide the sections of the Standards of Practice among themselves and compare their assigned sections to those of other States and private associations.  He suggested that these Board members can get copies of other standards on by means of the internet.  The Board members suggested looking at the States of Massachusetts, New Jersey, North Carolina, Rhode Island, and Vermont.  Massachusetts was suggested as being looked at very closely because of reciprocity agreement Connecticut has with this State.
Ms. Robillard took exception to Mr. Caliendo’s suggestion that only the professional members of the Home Inspector Board members review the regulations and stated that she was a part of the initial development of this language.  Mr. Caliendo clarified that he meant no disrespect to Ms. Robillard and thought that it would be more appropriate for the professional members to review technical sections since they are practicing members of the profession.  Ms. Robillard emphasized the importance of the role of public members, like herself, on Boards and Commissions.  Mr. Caliendo again apologized and noted that his earlier comments were not made to disrespect the duties of Ms. Robillard, Ms. Connors, or Mr. Fournier and their positions as public members of this licensing board.
After extensive discussion, it was decided by the Board that the Regulation for home inspection shall be further reviewed for potential changes for improvement, clarification, refinement, etc.  In an effort to make the legislative schedule for next year, it was also decided that each member be assigned the following sections of the existing Connecticut Regulation for comparison to similar sections of regulations for the States of New Jersey, Massachusetts, North Carolina, Rhode Island, and Vermont.  The Board convenes again on May 5, 2005 at which point a review amongst Board members will take place.  This meeting time will be extended, beginning at 9:30 AM and concluding at 1:00 PM.

In accordance with the Board’s directive the review schedule is as follows:
Denise Robillard – Definitions, Purpose and Scope, Structural Systems
Dana Fox – Structural Systems, Exterior, Roof System
Bill Stanley – Roof System, Plumbing System, Electrical System
Bruce Schaefer – Electrical System, Heating System, Air Conditioning


       Systems
Richard Kobylenski – Air Conditioning Systems, Interior, Insulation



    And Ventilation
Bernie Caliendo – Insulation and Ventilation, Fireplaces and Solid


        Fuel Burning Appliances, General Limitations and 

        Exclusions
Andre Fournier - General Limitations and Exclusions, Code of Ethics,


       Definitions
Susan Connors – Definitions, Purpose and Scope, Code of Ethics
The Board decided to deliberately have an overlap of one section for each Board member.  Ms. Connors was assigned Code of Ethics which is out of order in the sequence in which these sections appear in the Regulation and subsequently assigned to the other Board members.  The Board thought this would be best in recognition of her professional background as an attorney.

B. Update on legislative status/activity from Consumer Protection Legal Department; Ms. Bullock noted that the Board proposed regulation changes were submitted to the Attorney General’s Office on December 15, 2004 and approved by this office in January 2005.  She noted that there are six more steps for these changes to follow before they are approved.  Ms. Bullock anticipates approval by June of 2005 at which point they would be published in the Connecticut Law Journal.  Mr. Caliendo asked that an approved copy of these regulations be mailed out with renewal notices for the 2005-2007 license period.
C. Update from the Department regarding investigations and enforcement; Mr. Carver presented a summary of complaints he is investigating for the Department.  He briefly explained the nature of his cases and the procedures he follows in investigating these matters.  The Board raised issues concerning unlicensed home inspection and the importance of enforcement to stop such activity.  Mr. Carver stated that cases concerning unlicensed individuals are very serious matters that he and the Department investigate as such.  Mr. Caliendo stated that in comparison to other States, Connecticut needs to beef up their penalties.
Mr. Caliendo expressed concern regarding Interns who advertise that they are licensed to do home inspection work and cited a specific example of the same.  Mr. Carver explained the confusion, especially among home improvement and new home builder contractors, between the terms licensed and registered.  These aforementioned contractors are registered and not licensed.  Mr. Hurlburt suggested the possibility of the Department issuing a letter clarifying what Interns can and can not do.  Ms. Bullock also noted the importance of educating the public of this information.
The Board entered into considerable discussion concerning the supervision of Intern’s.  It was determined that although it was both the intent of the law and this Board to specify a one-on-one relationship between Intern and supervisor and to establish the legal responsibility of the licensed supervisor relative to the Intern’s reports, these issues are not as clear as they could be in the law as written.  The proposed changes to the regulations that are in the approval process at present will clarify these issues to a greater extent then they are now.
Mr. Caliendo stated that he would like Mr. Carver to continue to update the Board, on a regular basis, on the status of complaints he is investigating.  Mr. Carver could present this information in the general sense so as not to compromise the Board’s role in the complaint and hearing processes.
8. New Business

A. Discussion concerning verification of the continuing education requirement for the 2005-2007 home inspector license renewal period; Mr. Kuzmich advised the Board of the procedure currently being followed by the Board of Landscape Architects relative to this issue.  He stated that renewals are issued with a statement advising the licensee that their signature on this document constitutes their compliance with the continuing education requisite under penalty of false statement.  Further, upon receipt of all renewals, the Department conducts a random audit of ten percent of those received.  The Board voted, unanimously, to accept this procedure for the upcoming home inspector renewal period.  (Kobylenski/Stanley)
B. Mr. Caliendo asked the Department to pursue the issue, originally raised at the Board’s meeting held November, 4, 2004, concerning the disclosure statement which addresses inquiries and complaints pertaining to the licensee’s work.  Mr. Hurlburt stated at this prior meeting that this disclosure statement must be signed by the licensed Home Inspector and not the Intern.  Mr. Caliendo stated that at present the only requirement is that the disclosure statement be handed out prior to the inspection.  He emphasized that the message that Intern’s can not sign the disclosure statement needs to be broadcast better.  Mr. Hurlburt suggested that the Department send a letter to all interns advising them of the limitations of their permit.
C. Mr. Caliendo asked that the Department to update the Board on the status of the changes being implemented by PSI to the Home Inspector Examination as a result of the recent examination workshop.  The Board will be updated at their next meeting.
The meeting adjourned at 10:45 a.m.  (Kobylenski/Stanley)

Note: the next regular meeting of the Board is scheduled for May 5, 2005 at 9:30 a.m. in Room No. 117 of the State Office Building, 165 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut.






Respectfully submitted,







Robert M. Kuzmich, R.A.






License and Applications Specialist
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