MINUTES

PLUMBING AND PIPING WORK EXAMINING BOARD

FEBRUARY 17 2005
The meeting was called to order by George C. Sima, Chairman, at 9:35 A.M. in Room 117 of the 

State Office Building, 165 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut.
Members Present:

George C. Sima, Contractor, Chairman
James Piccoli, Contractor
Charles E. Appleby, Sr., Contractor

Roger Stolting, Contractor




John R. Sullivan, Public Member
Members Absent:

Richard J. Messina, Sr., Journeyperson





Joseph Carr, Journeyperson

Board Vacancies:

Two Unlimited Journeypersons





Three Public Members

Board Counsel Present:
None
DCP Staff Present:

Robert M. Kuzmich, License & Applications Specialist

Richard M. Hurlburt, Director





Anthony Santoro, Administrative Hearings Attorney




France Lee, Paralegal Specialist II
Public Present:

John Burek, Irrigation Service
Ed Firgeleski, Irrigation Service
Peter F. Hornik, IV, Hornik Plumbing 




Christopher Walsh




Robert Huppelsberg, Coole




Gordon Harvey, PHCE
Note:
The administrative functions of this Board are carried out by the Department of Consumer Protection, Occupational and Professional Licensing Division.  
For information contact Richard M. Hurlburt, Director at (860) 713-6135.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS
The Board voted unanimously to approve minutes of the December 16, 2004 with amendments to page-3, reflecting the Board voting unanimously to a Final Decision and Order in the matter of  Raymond F. Perkins and Mark Perkins. The Board also voted to approve minutes of the 
January 20, 2005 “Continuing Education” Special Meeting. Board member John R. Sullivan abstained from participating on this matter due to his absence at the January 20, 2005 meeting.
APPLICATIONS

The Board voted unanimously to review the following two applications:
Christopher T. Walsh, West Suffield, CT – (J-3) Contractor Application – Denied

The Board voted unanimously to deny Mr. Walsh’s application due to lack of a required 

(J-4) Journeyperson license for a minimum of two years. Mr. Walsh requested waiver of the two year (J-4) Journeyperson requirement. After further review of Mr. Walsh’s application, training and experience, the Board voted unanimously to approve him to sit for the (J-4) examination. The Board further suggested that if Mr. Walsh passes the (J-4) examination and wishes to pursue the (J-3) Contractor license, he may appear before the Board and submit a hardship letter requesting permission to sit for the (J-3) examination. 

Peter F. Hornik, IV, Danbury, CT – (P-2) Unlimited Journeyperson Application – Approved
The Board voted unanimously to approve Mr. Hornik’s application.
PROPOSED LEGISLATION

PROPOSED BILL NO. 103 – An act concerning the licensing requirements of non-union 
plumbers.
The Board voted unanimously that there is no difference between union and non-union licensing requirements.
PROPOSED BILL NO. 242 – An act concerning the cost of continuing professional education programs for electricians and plumbers.

The Board voted unanimously that they are in opposition of any bill that would limit fees that a school provider can charge for continuing education offerings. The Board also reached a unanimous consensus that course offerings are being conducted by private entities and that the Board has no control or jurisdiction on the course fees charged. 
PROPOSED BILL NO. 5658 – An act exempting currently licensed electricians and plumbers from continuing education requirements.
The Board reached a unanimous consensus that there is no financial hardship on electricians and plumbers that is created by continuing education requirements. Therefore, the Board voted unanimously in opposition to Proposed Bill No. 5658.

PROPOSED BILL NO. 5659 – An act removing plumbers from the requirement of continuing professional education.
The Board reached a unanimous consensus that there is no evidence supporting undue burden and expense of continuing education requirements for plumbers. Therefore, the Board voted unanimously in opposition to Proposed Bill No. 5659. 
FINAL DECISION AND ORDERS FOR REVIEW AND SIGNATURE

In the Matter of Raymond Perkins

Docket No. 04-1087
The Board voted unanimously to accept and sign a Final Decision and Order, consisting of an Immediate Order of Discontinuance and a Civil Penalty in the amount of $2,500.00.
In the Matter of Mark Perkins

Docket No. 04-1088
The Board voted unanimously to accept and sign a Final Decision and Order, consisting of an 

Immediate Order of Discontinuance and a Civil Penalty in the amount of $1,000.00.
STIPULATIONS

In the Matter of Bruce B. Georgiades
Docket No. 04-1212
The Board voted unanimously to accept a Stipulated Agreement on this matter, consisting of an 

Order to Cease and Desist and a Civil Penalty in the amount of $2,000.00. 
In the Matter of Stephen Moore

Docket No. 04-1213
The Board voted unanimously to accept a Stipulated Agreement on this matter, consisting of an 

Order to Cease and Desist and a Civil Penalty in the amount of $1,000.00. 
In the Matter of Michael Moore

Docket No. 04-1214
The Board voted unanimously to accept a Stipulated Agreement on this matter, consisting of an 

Order to Cease and Desist and a Civil Penalty in the amount of $1,000.00. 
FORMAL ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS
In the Matter of Edward M. Firgeleski, Jr.
Docket No. 04-1324
A Formal Hearing was held on this matter today and the hearing was concluded.

The Board voted unanimously to issue an Immediate Order of Discontinuance.

In the Matter of Nelson Bonilla


Docket No. 04-1325
A Formal Hearing was held on this matter today and the hearing was concluded.

The Board voted unanimously to issue an Immediate Order of Discontinuance

and a Civil Penalty in the amount of $1,000.00 
In the Matter of John F. Burek


Docket No. 04-1327
A Formal Hearing was held on this matter today and the hearing was concluded.

The Board voted unanimously to issue an Immediate Order of Discontinuance

and a Civil Penalty in the amount of $1,000.00 
CORRESPONDENCE

Joe Caciopoli – Letter dated 11/29/04, requesting waiver of continuing education requirement for renewal of his (P-2) Unlimited Journeyperson license.

The Board voted unanimously to deny Mr. Caciopoli’s request for waiver of continuing education requirements for renewal of his (P-2) Unlimited Journeyperson license.

Peter Donnelly, Greater Danbury PHCC President – Letter dated 12/7/04, responding to an article titled “Immigrants bring price adjustment to unskilled labor”, written by Eliette Matos, publisher of 
El Canillita, a weekly Spanish language newspaper in Dabury, CT. 

The Board voted unanimously to send letter to public agencies to clarify scope of work by disciplines.

Barry C. Knott, Esquire – Letter dated 12/20/04, requesting waiver of continuing education requirement for renewal of Raymond Voccola’s (P-1) Unlimited Contractor license.

The Board voted unanimously to require Mr. Voccola to appear before the Board to expand on his request for waiver of continuing education for renewal of his (P-1) Unlimited Contractor license.

Brian Durnin – Letter dated 1/3/05, requesting waiver of continuing education requirement for renewal of his P-2 Unlimited Journeyperson license.

The Board voted unanimously to require Mr. Durnin appear before the Board to expand on his request for waiver of continuing education for renewal of his (P-2) Unlimited Journeyperson license.

Michael Rosario – Letter dated 1/4/05, addressed to Governor Jodi Rell, requesting appointment of Richard Moran as a member of the Plumbing and Piping Work Examining Board.

Steven Bozuchowski – Letter dated 1/20/05, requesting waiver of continuing education requirement for renewal of his P-2 Unlimited Journeyperson license.

The Board voted unanimously to deny Mr. Bozuchowski’s request for waiver of continuing education for renewal of his (P-2) Unlimited Journeyperson license.

Charles Ovesny, Jr. – Letter dated 1/23/05, requesting waiver of continuing education requirement for renewal of his P-7 Limited Contractor license.

The Board voted unanimously to deny Mr. Ovesny’s request for waiver of continuing education for renewal of his (P-7) Limited Contractor license.

Christopher R. Laux, A.I.A. State Building Inspector – Letter dated 2/1/05, regarding the building code adoption update.

The Board voted unanimously to send Mr. Laux a letter requesting if any changes are officially taking place and to forward to such information to the plumbing Board.

NEW BUSINESS
The Board voted unanimously to draft a letter addressed to Senator Thomas Colapietro, Jr. at the General Law Committee of the legislative body. The Board would like to highlight their support of “Continuing Education” requirements, which will serve to protect the public health, safety, and welfare of Connecticut citizens from hazards and unsafe or unscrupulous practitioners. 
The Board expressed concern resulting from numerous complaints from consumers, individuals within the trade industry,  trade inspectors, and their fielding of questions from local officials and building inspectors. The Board’s intent on this matter is to provide their support in correcting the occupational trade problems occurring which directly impact consumers and the trade industry as well.   
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 12:35 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Nelson Leon
Board Secretary

The next regular meeting is scheduled for Thursday, April 21, 2005, at 9:30 A.M. in Room 117.
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