BOARD OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS

Tel. No. (860) 713-6145

May 22, 2006
State of Connecticut

Department of Consumer Protection

Occupational & Professional Licensing Division

165 Capitol Avenue

Hartford, Connecticut  06106

The Board of Landscape Architects held a regular meeting on March 14, 2006, which was called to order by Chairman Vincent C. McDermott at 9:45 a.m. in Room No 121 of the State Office Building, 165 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut.

Present:


Paul E. Courchaine


Board Member


Dickson F. DeMarche


Board Member


Vincent C. McDermott


Chairman


Shavaun Towers



Board Member


Stephen Wing



Board Member


Robert M. Kuzmich


Board Administrator/DCP

Not Present:


Maureen B. Connolly


Public Member

Robert W. Hammersley


Board Member


Peter R. Huntsman


Assistant Attorney General 
Note: The administrative functions of this Board are carried out by the Department of Consumer Protection, Occupational and Professional Licensing Division.  For information, call Richard M. Hurlburt, Director, at (860) 713-6135.

1.) Old Business

1A. Minutes of the December 13, 2005 meeting of the Board; for review and approval.  After a thorough review, the Board approved the minutes as written.  (Wing/Demarche)
1B. Continuation of discussion concerning Board member comments regarding North Carolina’s continuing education approval form for self-guided activities.  At their last meeting, Mr. McDermott submitted a copy of the current form used by the North Carolina Board of Landscape Architects for the approval of continuing education activities.  He explained for the benefit of new board member Mr. Courchaine the requirements for continuing education and that the Board amended their current policy to include up to six (6) hours of self-directed study over the two year continuing education period conditional upon submission adequate record keeping on forms provided by the Department.

Mr. McDermott further noted that this policy primarily addresses after the fact activities and gives licensees leeway to account for up to six hours of self guided study and that anything more than this amount needs to be pre-approved by the Board.  Mr. DeMarche noted he liked the explanation of activities that are less educational yet are valid towards keeping a license current.  This type of documentation can potentially tighten up our State’s regulation.  He also noted a significant difference with North Carolina’s continuing policy in that they do not require pre-approval for any self-guided activities.  Mr. McDermott noted that a potential problem with their policy is that some activities may not be approved after the fact.
Mr. McDermott further explained some of the technical details of our State’s continuing education policy in particular noting the fuzzy area where licensees approach the line between business development and consumer protection.  He noted various past examples of activities that did not meet with Board’s approval.
The Board is in favor of a standardized form for self-guided activities and directed Mr. Kuzmich to begin a draft tailoring North Carolina’s existing form to Connecticut’s law.  This document will be discussed and refined by the Board at their June 13, 2005 meeting.
2.) New Business
2A. Swearing-in of new Board of Landscape Architect’s member Mr. Paul Courchaine by Department of Consumer Protection’s legal staff.  Legal Department Head Ms. Elisa Nahas swore-in new Board Member Mr. Paul Courchaine.  The Board officially welcomed Mr. Courchaine and looks forward to working with him.
2B. Application of Mr. Brook Dannemiller for licensing by written examination; Mr. Dannemiller is applying with a CLARB Council Record (No.5496) and has passed the Landscape Architect Registration Examination with the Council of Landscape Architectural Registration Boards.  After a thorough review of his file, the Board voted, unanimously, to approve Mr. Dannemiller for licensing as a landscape architect in Connecticut.  (Wing/Demarche)
For new member Mr. Courchaine’s benefit, Mr. McDermott explained the process by which a new licensee becomes licensed by means of a Council of Landscape Architectural Registration Boards Council Record (CLARB) and the direct registration process.  He noted that other jurisdictions do not follow this process and that this process saves the State of Connecticut money.  Further, our regulations do provide for anomalies.  Out-of-State candidates still follow the same process applying by means of a CLARB Council Certificate.
As a matter of background, Mr. DeMarche noted that the license application process is quite different in a few States, in particular the Southeast.  These States encourage a “relationship” with the candidates as opposed to Connecticut which does not believe there should be strong ties between candidates and the Board.
Mr. McDermott noted that by candidates applying for their license through CLARB, it ultimately makes obtaining licenses in other States much easier.  Mr. Kuzmich explained the difference between CLARB Council Records and CLARB Council Certificates, both of which appear on the agenda.
2C. Application of Ms. Gina M. Ford for licensing by written examination; Ms. Ford is applying with a CLARB Council Record (No.3532) and has passed the Landscape Architect Registration Examination with the Council of Landscape Architectural Registration Boards.  After a thorough review of her file, the Board voted, unanimously, to approve Ms. Ford for licensing as a landscape architect in Connecticut.  (Wing/DeMarche)
2D. Application of Mr. Jonathan A. Loschmann for licensing by written examination; Mr. Loschmann is applying with a CLARB Council Record (No.4196) and has passed the Landscape Architect Registration Examination with the Council of Landscape Architectural Registration Boards.  After a thorough review of his file, the Board voted, unanimously, to approve Mr. Loschmann for licensing as a landscape architect in Connecticut.  (Wing/DeMarche)
2E. Application of Ms. Tsuwei Tsao for licensing by written examination; Ms. Tsao is applying with a CLARB Council Record  (No.3672) and has passed the Landscape Architect Registration Examination with the Council of Landscape Architectural Registration Boards.  After a thorough review of her file, the Board voted, unanimously, to approve Ms. Tsao for licensing as a landscape architect in Connecticut.  (Wing/DeMarche)
2F. Updated list of applications processed for license subsequent to the September 6, 2005 meeting of the Board.  The Board acknowledged this information.
	Name

	Method of Licensure

	Dept. Approval Date



	LaPointe, David J.


	Waiver of Exam; CLARB Council Record No. 4587; Rhode Island
	February 28, 2006



	Lyon, Martha H.

	Waiver of Exam; CLARB Council Record No. 3040; Massachusetts
	January 13, 2006


	Thompson, David M.
	Waiver of Exam; CLARB Council Record No. 3417; Massachusetts
	February 21, 2006



2M. Any correspondence and/or business received in the interim.

1.) Mr. McDermott updated the Board on the status of their proposed legislation noting that it followed an alternate path following failure by the Office of Policy and Management to promote it.  Mr. McDermott explained the nature of the proposed changes to their law for Mr. Courchaine’s benefit.  Mr. McDermott met with the Co-Chair of the General Law Committee to sponsor this bill.  However, his co-chair, Senator Collapetro had problems with the “retiree” status language that is a part of the legislation.  As a result, the entire package was “pulled”.
Mr. McDermott stated that he testified on behalf of the Architect’s Board who were proposing similar language and made a pitch for this Board’s package to go through if the architect package passes.  He also noted that Senator Collapetro has backed off a bit if the retiree language is omitted.  Mr. McDermott has no problems with this noting that the primary objective of this package was to get fining authority and corporate licensing for landscape architecture companies.
2.) Mr. McDermott attended CLARB’s Spring Meeting in St. Louis, Missouri.  CLARB has taken a more active position in facilitating continuing education (CE) and evaluating the quality of the same in response to Board requests.  They may potentially provide their certification to CE courses for a fee.  CLARB will also provide record keeping for CE’s for a fee.  Individuals will have a file at CLARB with a record of all their CEU’s on file available to be sent to any jurisdiction who requests the same.
Mr. McDermott addressed CLARB’s election process noting that it is supposed to change and become more democratic in the hopes of developing a broader pool of candidates.  The nominating committee process is presently structured on a regional basis thereby tending to focus on getting regional candidates in the running.  CLARB is hoping to change this process by having a standing nominating committee that is elected at large.
Mr. McDermott noted that funding relating to the attendance of Board Members and Administrators at CLARB’s Annual and Spring meetings was discussed.  There is the potential for the Type I dues presently being paid by Connecticut to increase to accommodate the additional travel expenses.
3.) Mr. DeMarche questioned if the Department will pursue new yellow page advertisements for possible violations pertaining to landscape architecture.  Mr. Kuzmich will follow up on this issue with the Department’s Special Investigator.  Mr. McDermott also noted that Board Members can also do some checking on their own.
4.) Mr. McDermott has accepted an invitation to speak at the Connecticut Chapter of the American Society of Landscape Architect’s spring meeting

The meeting adjourned at 10:41 a.m.  The next regular meeting of the Board is scheduled for Tuesday, June 13, 2006, 9:30 a.m., Room 121, State Office Building, 165 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut.







Respectfully submitted,








Robert M. Kuzmich, R.A.








Board Administrator
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