MINUTES
CONNECTICUT HOME INSPECTION LICENSING BOARD

165 CAPITOL AVENUE

HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106

JUNE 3, 2004
The Connecticut Home Inspection Licensing Board met on Thursday, June 3, 2004 at 9:35 A.M. in Room 117 of the State Office Building, 165 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, CT 06106.
Board Members Present:
Bernard F. Caliendo, Chairman (Home Inspector)


Dana J. Fox (Home Inspector)
J. Andre Fournier (Public Member)
Denise C. Robillard (Public Member)

Bruce D. Schaefer (Home Inspector)

William Stanley, Jr. (Home Inspector)

Board Members Not Present:
Susan A. Connors, Esq. (Public Member)






Richard J. Kobylenski (Home Inspector)
Board Vacancies:


None
Board Counsel:


Not Present
DCP Staff Present:
Robert M. Kuzmich, License and Applications Specialist

Others Present:


None
Note:
The administrative functions of this Board are carried out by the Department of Consumer Protection, Occupational and Professional Licensing Division.  For information, call Richard M. Hurlburt, Director, at (860) 713-6135.

1. Call to order by Chairman Bernie Caliendo.
Mr. Caliendo called the meeting to order at 9:35 a.m.
2. Review of minutes of the April 1, 2004 meeting of the Board.

Mr. Stanley noted that the minutes should include his suggestion that the Department update the Board, at a meeting in the near future, regarding the status of complaints pertaining to home inspectors.  Topics such as the current number of complaints and those that have been resolved should be included in this presentation.  He further noted that Ms. Bullock and Mr. Gregory Carver should be present at this presentation since they are an integral part of the Department’s home inspector complaint process.  After further review, the Board voted, unanimously to approve the minutes as amended herein.
As an aside, Mr. Caliendo referred to an issue raised at their last meeting concerning “Robert’s Rules” relative to Board procedures and the Chairman voting.  He noted that it was mentioned that the Chairman must declare his wish to vote prior to the start of the meeting.  Mr. Caliendo stated that he will participate in the vote at today’s meeting.  He also clarified that upon reviewing information given to the previous Board by the Department regarding Board procedures, nothing in this literature prevents the Chairman from voting.
3. Review of Final Decisions and Orders.
Mr. Caliendo noted that there are no Final Decisions and Orders before the Board today.
4. Applications for review.

Mr. Caliendo noted that there are no applications before the Board today.

5. Applicants appearing before the Board.
Mr. Caliendo noted that there are no applicants before the Board today.

6. Formal Hearings to be held.
Mr. Caliendo noted that there are no Formal Hearings to be held today.

7. Old Business

A. Home Inspection Course Application for Pre-Licensing; 


Course: 
Pillar To Post Home Inspector Training


School: 
Pillar To Post




5805 Whittle Road, Suite 211




Mississauga, Ontario, Canada. LAZ 2J1

Mr. Kuzmich distributed a second set of course material to Mr. Fox for review.  Mr. Schaefer was given a set of this material at the last board meeting.  Both Mr. Fox and Mr. Schaefer will finish their reviews of this course and present their information at the next regular meeting of the board.  Mr. Kuzmich asked both Mr. Fox and Mr. Schaefer if he could get a preliminary report on their reviews prior to the next board meeting since the provider is anxious to know if he can offer this course.  Both agreed but noted that the entire Board must vote to formally approve this school submission.  As such, the Board took no further action on this application until their next meeting scheduled for August 5, 2004.
B. Draft of proposed language for reinstatement of lapsed home inspector’s license.  Mr. Kuzmich distributed copies of a draft prepared by Vicky Bullock concerning a new statute section pertaining to the reinstatement of lapsed home inspector licenses.  Discussion began on the amount of time the license has lapsed relative to the extent of the requirements to reinstate the same.  Mr. Caliendo explained the situation that came about which precipitated this topic.  In response to a question from Mr. Caliendo, Mr. Kuzmich reviewed the reinstatement procedures for architects and landscape architects noting that landscape architects also have a continuing education requisite similar to home inspectors.
Ms. Robillard suggested a time period of two years as the defining point in the reinstatement process which is coincident with the renewal period and continuing education period.  Renewal up to this point could be handled by payment of the back due license fees, proof of completion of continuing education, and a statement noting that they did not practice during the period in which their license lapsed.
After more discussion, the Board considered accepting applications of licensee’s lapsed more than two years but less than four years requiring these applicants to come before the Board for a determination of their qualifications to practice home inspection again, in addition to payment of a reinstatement fee, proof of continuing education, and a statement noting that they did not practice during the period in which their license lapsed.

Applications of licensee’s lapsed two years or less could be processed by the Department without an interview by the Board by submission of the applicant’s reinstatement fee and proof of continuing education.  The Board settled on a reinstatement fee of $250.00.  The Board voted, unanimously, to accept the above stated guidelines as a basis to adapt statutes addressing lapsed licenses of home inspectors.  (Robillard/Stanley)
C. Update regarding status of proposed regulation amendments.  Ms. Bullock has asked Mr. Kuzmich to update the Board on this matter.  Mr. Kuzmich noted that the proposed regulation amendments are with the Office of Policy and Management as of June 1, 2004.  Ms. Bullock was not able to get a timeframe from this office as to when they would be finished with their review.  Mr. Caliendo elaborated on the entire process of regulation review and approval illustrating the detailed procedures involved with the same.
D. Mr. Caliendo discussed the issue of out-of-state supervised inspections relative to intern training and an e-mail he received from an intern.  The e-mail notes that some of his supervised inspections are conducted in New York State and asked if these inspections count towards the 100 supervised inspections required as a part of intern training in Connecticut.

Mr. Caliendo stated that although an intern is required to be supervised by a Connecticut licensed home inspector, nothing in the law prevents inspections done on out-of-state properties.  Mr. Kuzmich further explained that home inspections done on out-of-state properties do not fall under the jurisdiction of the State of Connecticut relative to any complaints filed against the home inspector.  After brief discussion, the Board voted unanimously to accept home inspections done on properties out-of-state by interns provided that these inspections are supervised by licensed Connecticut home inspectors and done in accordance with all Connecticut Statutes and Regulations.  (Schaefer/Stanley)
8. New Business

A. Home Inspection Course Application for Pre-Licensing; 


Course: 
Home Inspector


School: 
Education Direct




925 Oak Street




Scranton, Pennsylvania  18515

Mr. Kuzmich explained the history of this application with the Department noting in particular that their delay in submitting this application was due to developing a Connecticut Law module which is now in place.  Mr. Kuzmich noted that there has been moderate interest in this program based upon the number of calls he received over the last year.
Mr. Schaefer and Mr. Stanley volunteered to review this submission and report back to the Board at their next meeting scheduled for August 5, 2004.

9. Other Business

1. Mr. Caliendo stated that he spoke with a person who had taken a classroom course with a company called AHIA in Connecticut.  Mr. Caliendo explained to the gentleman that to the best of his knowledge this course has not been approved by the Board.  He asked that the Department investigate this school.  Mr. Caliendo noted that this company has been approved for another location in Wisconsin but not in Connecticut.  He stated that among the requirements for school approval is fire marshal approval for the location of the school and that the location can not be in the office of a home inspector.
2. Mr. Caliendo stated that the Board has not seen anything from Psychological Services, Inc. (PSI) in recent times.  Both he and Mr. Passaro attended a workshop given by this company last year and were told by Mr. Hurlburt that PSI would be making a presentation to this Board in the near future.  The Board questioned the outcome of the submission of proposed test questions submitted to by them to PSI for inclusion in their database of examination questions.  Mr. Caliendo believes it is time for PSI to come before the Board and make a presentation regarding the home inspector examination.  Ms. Robillard suggested that a formal letter be sent by the Board to PSI regarding this matter.
Mr. Caliendo reiterated his long standing position that nothing he has seen to date surpasses the National Home Inspector Examination developed by the Examination Board of Professional Home Inspectors (EBPHI) and that, despite arguments with the Department’s legal staff; it is a statutory directive that the Board determines the content of the examination and the Department administers the same.  Mr. Caliendo gave a brief history of the developments leading up to the administration of the current examination.  Ms. Robillard asked that the Board be updated on the statistics of the current examination such as the number of candidates sitting for the test and the pass/fail rate.
After more extensive discussion, the Board asked that the Chairman draft a letter to the Commissioner addressing their concerns about the current examination.  Further, the Board asked that PSI attend the August 5, 2004 Board meeting and make a presentation to them on the current home inspector examination.
The meeting adjourned at 10:57 a.m.  (Robillard/Fox)
Note: the next regular meeting of the Board is scheduled for August 5, 2004 at 9:30 a.m. in Room No. 117 of the State Office Building, 165 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut.






Respectfully submitted,







Robert M. Kuzmich, R.A.






License and Applications Specialist
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