MINUTES
MOBILE MANUFACTURED HOME ADVISORY COUNCIL

SEPTEMBER 15, 2004

The Mobile Manufactured Home Advisory Council convened September 15, 2004 at 10:15 A.M. 
in Room 117 of the State Office Building, 165 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, CT 06106.

Members Present:

Vincent Flynn, Chairman
CHFA Employee
George Cote


Banking Industry Representative
Myriam Clarkson                    Mobile Manufactured Housing Ind. Rep. 
Leonard S. Campbell

Town Planner
Ginne-Rae Gilmore

DECD Representative

Michelina G. Lauzier

Park Tenant
Jeffrey Ossen


Park Owner

Marcia L. Stemm

Park Owner
Members Absent:

Bennett Pudlin


Attorney at Law
Ben Castonguay

CT Real Estate Commission Member
Edward Bartsch

Park Tenant

Neil Gervais


Park Tenant
Keith Jensen


Park Owner
Al Hricz


Park Tenant
Thomas Ciccalone

DECD Representative

Board Vacancies:

None
DCP Staff Present:

Vicky Bullock, DCP Attorney




Gregory Carver, Special Investigator





Nelson Leon, Board Secretary
Public Present:

Raphael Podolsky, Esquire 




Joe Mike

Note:
The administrative functions of this Board are carried out by the Department of Consumer Protection, Occupational and Professional Licensing Division. 
For information call Richard M. Hurlburt, Director, at (860) 713-6135.
MINUTES

The Advisory Council reviewed and unanimously approved minutes of the May 19, 2004 Mobile Manufactured Home Advisory Council meeting.

REPORT FROM SUB-COMMITTEES

· EDUCATION COMMITTEE

The Education Committee reports limited activity on the rewriting of the Mobile Home Booklet and redefining informational pieces for the DCP website. The Board is requesting that 

Claudette Carveth, DCP Communications Director attend the Board’s next meeting in order to  touch basis on what the committee has in mind for the DCP website.  

· LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE

Attorney Podolsky expressed an interest on the issue of the Foreclosure Protection Act
and the conflict between local zoning and state statutes. The Board will continue further discussion and input on these two issues as well as soliciting feedback by the Legislative Committee at their next meeting.

RYDER PARK UPDATE

Chairman Flynn reports that the Planning & Zoning stage for Ryder Park relocation has been approved. There is a problem that many of the homes are extremely old, in the 30 year range and there are some question as to.
Ms. Clarkson, who manages the property reports that the new park is currently under development. The land has been cleared and permits have been received for the new properties. Plans are being developed to have residents moved and relocated to the new park location. However, there are some questions as to whether certain homes can feasibly be relocated in the newly developed section of the park due to the age of the home with great add-ons, rooms built or added on without permits, and not knowing if one can be taken apart and put back together. It appears that 40 out of 200 homes can be moved. There are 170 new spots that would be adequate for the folks that would be eligible to move. Under the Relocation Act, it was agreeable by law or by consent to have a relocation amount of $7,500.00 per home. There is ongoing activity to acquire grant monies thru the city of Milford, State of Connecticut and private entities to help pay the difference on the new homes. There is also ongoing tenant  meetings to address and find a resolution to these issues as well.               

OLD BUSINESS

Attorney Podolsky discussed his concerns regarding municipalities having local zoning regulations which impose conditions and requirements on or completely prevent the development of manufactured housing. Section 8-2 of the Connecticut General Statutes, 
(Zoning Enabling Act) identifies zoning as a state function delegated to municipalities, allowing municipalities to do zoning to the extent and in the manner that the state statutes permit them to do so. The statute has specific language that does not allow municipalities to discriminate against manufactured housing and prevents local zoning regulations from imposing conditions and requirements on certain manufactured housing.   

Attorney Podolsky presented the Mobile Home Council a letter dated 9/17/93, requesting a legal opinion from the Attorney Generals office as to the legality of town zoning ordinances, which purport to impose conditions on or even prohibit all manufactured housing. No response has been provided to date. Attorney Podolsky will review and confirm the accuracy of the information contained in the 9/17/93 letter and obtain current town ordinances from the towns mentioned within the letter and present his findings to the Mobile Home Council at their next meeting.   

NEW BUSINESS

· Ms. Clarkson reports managing a shoreline mobile home park consisting of 84 units on 
East Main Street, Branford, CT. The park was cited by DEP and EPA last year for solid waste contamination. Extensive testing was done and remediation will be started in the fall with a spring time completion date. Looks like 10 to 12 homes are in the affected area. Homes will not have to be moved. Remedial solution will include pouring concrete underneath the home with porous fibrous material place around the home and two feet of clean fill around the home as well. 
· Ms. Lauzier reports a kerosene fuel leak at Colonial Park in East Hartford, CT in Early August 2004. Tenants were informed of the need to convert their furnaces as a remedy to the problem. Some tenants have furnaces that are convertible while others have old furnaces that can not be converted. Other concerns raised is the cost associated with converting and who would be responsible for the cost of converting. Mr. Carver anticipates receiving a formal complaint on this matter and will provide the Mobile Home Council with any progress or developments to that complaint. 

CASE COMPLAINT AND RELATED ISSUES UPDATE
Mr. Carver reports of complaints received relating to some old grove trees that were knocked over and damaged a few mobile homes. Mr. Carver mentioned mobile home park owner’s obligation to maintain the parks safe. Therefore, trimming the trees would bring park owner’s into compliance with maintaining the park safe.

 There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 12:45 A.M.   
Respectfully submitted,









Nelson Leon









Advisory Council Secretary
The next meeting of this Advisory Council is scheduled for Wednesday, January 19, 2005.
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