MINUTES
MOBILE MANUFACTURED HOME ADVISORY COUNCIL

SEPTEMBER 21, 2005
The Mobile Manufactured Home Advisory Council convened September 21, 2005 at 10:20 A.M. 
in Room 117 of the State Office Building, 165 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, CT 06106.

Members Present:

Bennett Pudlin


Attorney at Law
Leonard S. Campbell

Town Planner
Keith Jensen


Park Owner
Al Hricz


Park Tenant
Members Absent:

Marcia L. Stemm

Park Owner
Myriam Clarkson                    Mobile Manufactured Housing Ind. Rep. 
Thomas J. Ciccalone

DECD Representative

Ben Castonguay

CT Real Estate Commission Member
Neil Gervais


Park Tenant
Michelina G. Lauzier

Park Tenant
Vincent Flynn, Chairman
CHFA Employee
George Cote


Banking Industry Representative
Jeffrey Ossen


Park Owner

Board Vacancies:

One Senior Citizen
One Representative of the Housing Advisory Committee

DCP Staff Present:

Nelson Leon, Advisory Council Secretary




Vicky Bullock, DCP Attorney





Maier Negugogor, Intern





Jerry Padula, Legislative & Legal Advisor
Public Present:

Raphael Podolsky, Esquire 




Joe Mike, CMHA





Mark Berkowitz

Note:
The administrative functions of this Board are carried out by the Department of Consumer Protection, Occupational and Professional Licensing Division. 
For information call Richard M. Hurlburt, Director, at (860) 713-6135.
MINUTES

Review and approve minutes of the May 18, 2005 Mobile Manufactured Home Advisory Council meeting.

Due to lack of a required quorum, the Board was unable to approve minutes of the May 18, 2005 meeting and today’s meeting is informational only. 
REPORT FROM SUB-COMMITTEES

· EDUCATION COMMITTEE

Mr. Pudlin reports that the DCP mobile home website is largely designed with an approved version of the rights & responsibilities pamphlet, which has been edited and approved by DCP. All pieces provided by the subcommittees are coming together and the website will be up and running to full capacity very soon.
· LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE

Attorney Podolsky reports on a draft letter concerning manufactured mobile home local zoning regulations, which impose conditions and requirements on or completely prevent the development of manufactured housing within certain towns in CT, which impede the potential role mobile manufactured housing can play in alleviating the state’s shortage of affordable housing. Mr. Podolsky has solicited several Advisory Council members to obtain copies of ordinances from towns in order to assist in soliciting an official legal opinion from the CT Attorney General as to the legality of local ordinances, which prohibit or restrict the approval of mobile manufactured home parks. Mr. Pudlin suggested the need for the legislative committee to meet concerning the mortgage foreclosure relief statute.   

Mr. Padula introduced himself and informed the Advisory Council of his position with DCP, which is to lobby for the Advisory Council as well as the consumers of CT, in addition to working with legislatures to get bills passed that are going to help the various divisions within DCP. Mr. Padula reports on the passage of Public Act 05-222 (An act requiring mobile home parks to provide residents with notice of certain health and safety hazards). The Advisory Council expressed their interest in legislation language change concerning the transportation bill, which controls the transportation of mobile homes, their size, when they can be moved, and how many can be moved at one time.  
· FINANCE COMMITTEE

Attorney Podolsky presented the Advisory Council members with a rough draft letter addressed to John P. Burke of the CT Department of Banking Commission, requesting a joint committee to assist in preparing a survey concerning banks lending practices concerning mobile manufactured homes.

RYDER PARK UPDATE

Mr. Hricz reports 40-50 families already moved-in and that the park will be to full capacity no later than November 2005, with a total of 174 homes and that the park association’s long term goal is to buy Ryder Park within five years of its completion.  
OLD BUSINESS

The Advisory Council would like to invite DCP Commissioner to a visit to Ryder Park upon its completion around late November 2005. 
NEW BUSINESS

Attorney Podolsky reports the sale of a mobile home park located at 235 Boston Park Road in Orange, CT as a “Trailer Park”, which could potentially change the use of the park. Ms. Bullock will have Investigator Gregory Carver to look into this matter.
CASE COMPLAINT AND RELATED ISSUES UPDATE

Ms. Bullock reports that investigator Gregory Carver conducted a site visit in August 2005 concerning alleged violations at Candle Hill Trailer Park, operated by Garden Homes Management. Mr. Carver’s visit revealed removal of abandoned units, the park was cleaned-up, roads were repaired, and that the other issues were zoning related, which are not DCP issues.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:30 A.M.   
Respectfully submitted,









Nelson Leon









Advisory Council Secretary
The next meeting of this Advisory Council is scheduled for Wednesday, November 16, 2005.
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