BOARD OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS

Tel. No. (860) 713-6145

August 17, 2006
State of Connecticut

Department of Consumer Protection

Occupational & Professional Licensing Division

165 Capitol Avenue

Hartford, Connecticut  06106

The Board of Landscape Architects held a regular meeting on June 13, 2006, which was called to order by Chairman Vincent C. McDermott at 9:38 a.m. in Room No 121 of the State Office Building, 165 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut.

Board Members Present:


Maureen B. Connolly


Public Member

Paul E. Courchaine


Board Member


Vincent C. McDermott


Chairman


Shavaun Towers



Board Member


Stephen Wing



Board Member

Board Members Not Present:


Dickson F. DeMarche


Board Member


Robert W. Hammersley


Board Member

Others Present:

Robert M. Kuzmich


Board Administrator/DCP


Steven J. Schwane



Administrative Hearings








Attorney/DCP

Andrew Serfilippi



Examination Candidate
Note: The administrative functions of this Board are carried out by the Department of Consumer Protection, Occupational and Professional Licensing Division.  For information, call Richard M. Hurlburt, Director, at (860) 713-6135.

1.) Old Business

1A. Minutes of the March 14, 2006 meeting of the Board; for review and approval.  After a thorough review, the Board approved the minutes as written.  (Courchaine/Wing)
1B. Review of draft form for documentation of self-guided activities for continuing education.  The Board reviewed this draft in detail and made the following revisions.  The second page, second paragraph shall read as follows:

“Self directed activities may be unique to the individual applicant and their educational/professional background and are approved only for the individual applicant.  BASIC CADD OR “DEVELOPMENTAL” COURSES IN SUCH AREAS AS LEADERSHIP, SELF-IMPROVEMENT, MANAGEMENT, BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT, AND OTHER SIMILAR TYPES OF ACTIVITIES ARE NOT CONSIDERED ACCEPTABLE SUBJECT MATTER.
In addition, the Board removed the requirement for notarization and all associated documentation.  As such, the Board voted, unanimously, to approve the form as amended herein.  (Courchaine/Wing)
2.) New Business
2A. Application of Mr. Andrew R. Serfilippi for licensing by written examination; Mr. Kuzmich and Mr. McDermott cited the regulation section pertinent to the application method by which this candidate is applying.  Mr. McDermott also detailed the more typical method by which most candidates apply for admission to the examination.  The primary focus of the Board’s review of Mr. Serfilippi’s application is to determine if he has the proper work experience to make him eligible to sit for the Landscape Architect Registration Examination.
Mr. Serfilippi explained his educational and professional background to the Board.  He stated that at the time he attended college, the program he was enrolled in was not accredited and did not become so until after the year he graduated.  Mr. Serfilippi began interning with a landscape architect in his sophomore year of college through an association of this landscape architect and his father.  After graduation, he worked with same landscape architect for approximately five years.  He further explained his professional experience in the corporate world with Caldwell Banker and becoming a certified relocation professional during this period.  He later came back into the profession of landscape architecture through a family opportunity and began working, again, with the landscape architect he interned with in the past.
Mr. McDermott read aloud, for the benefit of the Board, the licensure standards as noted in the regulations.  He noted the primary basis of their review is, essentially, determining if this candidate has the eight years of acceptable work experience and specified.  The Board and Mr. Serfilippi together calculated the time of work experience Mr. Serfilippi has acquired.  The Board also reviewed a portfolio of the candidate’s work as presented to them by Mr. Serfilippi.

After a thorough review, the Board determined that Mr. Serfilippi has met the qualifications to sit for the examination.  It was also noted that the landscape architect under whom he gained most of his work experience is a very talented and capable individual and the fact that his formal education received accreditation very shortly after he graduated.  As such, the Board voted, unanimously, to allow Mr. Serfilippi to sit for the Landscape Architect Registration Examination.  (Towers/Wing)
2B. Application of Mr. Ryan R. Chmielewski for licensing by written examination; Mr. Chmielewski is applying with a CLARB Council Record (No.3691) and has passed the Landscape Architect Registration Examination with the Council of Landscape Architectural Registration Boards.  After a thorough review of his file, the Board voted, unanimously, to approve Mr. Chmielewski for licensing as a landscape architect in Connecticut.  (Towers/Wing)  It is noted that Mr. McDermott abstained from the vote.
2C. Application of Mr. Daniel J. Colbeck for licensing by written examination; Mr. Colbeck is applying with a CLARB Council Record (No.4592) and has passed the Landscape Architect Registration Examination with the Council of Landscape Architectural Registration Boards.  After a thorough review of his file, the Board voted, unanimously, to approve Mr. Colbeck for licensing as a landscape architect in Connecticut.  (Wing/Courchaine)
2D. Application of Ms. Danielle D. Desilets for licensing by written examination; Ms. Desilets is applying with a CLARB Council Record (No.4472) and has passed the Landscape Architect Registration Examination with the Council of Landscape Architectural Registration Boards.  After a thorough review of her file, the Board voted, unanimously, to approve Ms. Desilets for licensing as a landscape architect in Connecticut.  (Wing/Courchaine)
2E. Updated list of applications processed for license subsequent to the September 6, 2005 meeting of the Board.  The Board acknowledged this information.
	Name

	Method of Licensure

	Dept. Approval Date



	Beckering,
Laura F.
	Waiver of Exam; CLARB Council Record No. 3206; New York
	April 25, 2006



	Winter,
James K.
	Waiver of Exam; CLARB Council Record No. 3040; Massachusetts
	March 13, 2006



2F. Update from Legal Department regarding any Board issues.
1. Mr. Schwane and Mr. McDermott explained Mr. Schwane’s role with the Board and duties with the Department.  Differences between Mr. Schwane’s duties and that of Mr. Peter Huntsman, Assistant Attorney General were explained to the Board.  Mr. McDermott also explained the complaint process, in detail, for the new Board members benefit.

2. Mr. Schwane reviewed the Board’s proposed legislation package and noted that the Bill failed in part due to the opposition posed from the Chairman of the General Law Committee, Mr. Collapetro.  It is Mr. Schwane’s intent to resubmit the same proposal as part of the Department’s package for 2006.  A perpetual problem has been the limitation from the Governor’s Office on the number of bills the Department can submit.  As a result, he will have a back-up plan should the Bill not be taken up with the Department’s package.

Mr. McDermott explained that their bill was advanced through the efforts of the ASLA and their lobbyist but meet with opposition regarding the “inactive status” language.  The opposition to this language originated from a Committee Co-Chair but later subsided and he agreed to but this bill through as an amendment to another bill.  However, this never happened.  Similar bills proposed by the Board of Engineers and Land Surveyors also failed.  Mr. McDermott explained the pro-labor/anti-professional-management philosophy of the particular legislator responsible for the failure of these bills.  Mr. McDermott is reasonably sure that an influential legislator, able to get this bill passed, will be re-elected and will help the Board cause.
3. Mr. Schwane explained that he was contacted by the Public Records Administrator from the State Library.  It is the State Library that has the statutory authority to develop regulations regarding filing requirements and standards for records kept in Town Halls.  She believes there are regulations that need to be amended.  Mr. McDermott explained the role of Town Clerks relative to record keeping for property surveys, site plans, and related documentation.  The regulations exclude professions such as landscape architects and architects from performing functions within the scope of their professions as permitted by law.  Mr. Schwane noted that State Library has the authority to amend these regulations but the Boards can have input relative to any changes.  This Board wants assurance that the regulations are amended to allow landscape architects to perform all of their duties allowed as defined by the definition of their practice.
It was decided that a meeting will be set up with the State Public Records Administrator and the Chairs of the Boards.  In addition, Mr. Schwane will advise the Board of any public hearings relative to any proposed changes to these regulations.  Mr. Schwane will update the Board through contact with Mr. McDermott.
2G. Any correspondence and/or business received in the interim.

1. Mr. McDermott advised the Board of an issue that needs to be revisited by this Board.  The issue is the standards of security required for the transmittal of documents in the electronic format so that these documents are not “pirated” or otherwise improperly duplicated.  More clients, especially public clients, are requiring documents in electronic format.  Mr. Courchaine noted that “PDF” format documents and their related software can be used because this media format is not easily changeable.  He also suggested the possibility of electronic signatures.
Protective language/agreements associated with this electronic documentation, receipt of which, can be acknowledged by client signature was discussed.  Mr. McDermott suggested that this is a serious enough issue such that the Department of Consumer Protection should establish a policy among their professions.  Copyright issues and “intellectual property” were briefly mentioned and was something the Board does not want address at this time.
Mr. Schwane agreed to pursue this issue further and address the Board at their September 12, 2006 meeting.  He will speak with Mr. Huntsman from the Attorney General’s Office.  Mr. McDermott emphasized that consistency with Department policy across all professions is a primary concern.
The meeting adjourned at 11:08 a.m.  The next regular meeting of the Board is scheduled for Tuesday, September 12, 2006, 9:30 a.m., Room 121, State Office Building, 165 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut.






Respectfully submitted,







Robert M. Kuzmich, R.A.







Board Administrator
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