MINUTES
MOBILE MANUFACTURED HOME ADVISORY COUNCIL

JULY 19, 2006
The Mobile Manufactured Home Advisory Council convened July 19, 2006 at 10:05 a.m. 
in Room 117 of the State Office Building, 165 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, CT 06106.

Members Present: 

Bennett Pudlin


Attorney at Law, Interim Chairperson




Ben Castonguay

CT Real Estate Commission Member
Debbie Russo


DECD Representative 

Leonard S. Campbell

Town Planner  

Keith Jensen


Park Owner
Marcia L. Stemm

Park Owner
Al Hricz


Park Tenant
Member Absent:

George Cote


Banking Industry Representative
Charles J. Emerson

CT Housing Finance Authority Rep.

Myriam Clarkson                    Mobile Manufactured Home Industry Rep.

Jeffrey Ossen


Park Owner

Michelina G. Lauzier

Park Tenant
Neil Gervais


Park Tenant
Board Vacancies:

One Senior Citizen




One Representative of the Housing Advisory Committee
DCP Staff Present:

Nelson Leon, Advisory Council Secretary




Vicky Bullock, DCP Attorney

Public Present:

Joe Mike





Mark Berkowitz
Note:
The administrative functions of this Board are carried out by the Department of Consumer Protection, Occupational and Professional Licensing Division. 
For information call Richard M. Hurlburt, Director, at (860) 713-6135.
MINUTES

The Advisory Council voted to approve minutes of the April 19, 2006 Mobile Manufactured Home Advisory Council meeting. Advisory Council member Ben Castonguay did not vote on this matter due to his absence at the April 19, 2006 meeting. Advisory Council Interim Chairperson Bennett Pudlin wanted to correct that DECD Representative Thomas J. Ciccalone has been replaced by DECD Representative Debbie Russo.
ADVISORY COUNCIL MEMBER APPOINTMENT

Appointment letter dated March 6, 2006 from the Honorable Governor M. Jodi Rell, regarding the appointment of Charles J. Emerson to the Mobile Manufactured Home Advisory Council, representing an employee of the Connecticut Housing Finance Authority, in succession to Vincent Flynn.

Charles J. Emerson was not present at today’s meeting or at the April 19, 2006 meeting.

REPORT FROM SUB-COMMITTEES

· EDUCATION COMMITTEE
Advisory Council member Marcia L. Stemm provided a rough draft of the DCP website promotional piece for review. Advisory Council member Bennett Pudlin suggested giving one week to ten days for the Advisory Council to get back to Ms. Stemm with their comments, and if the comments suggest there is some disagreement, bring such to the Advisory Council September 20, 2006 meeting. The Advisory Council voted unanimously to authorized 
Ms. Stemm to produce a final draft, assuming the comments of the Advisory Council are all supported, submit the draft to DCP Attorney Bullock, and negotiate final changes with 
Ms. Bullock if needed, and again, incorporating comments of the Advisory Council, and then providing a final draft to the Advisory Council for review at their next meeting scheduled for Wednesday, September 20, 2006.   
· LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE

The Advisory Council discussed the “Non-Conforming Use” lawsuit concerning Candle Hill Park in New Milford, CT. The Advisory Council voted unanimously to solicit the CT Attorney General’s office for “Amicus Curiae” representation, and if the CT Attorney General does not agree to represent the Advisory Council, then the Advisory Council will resort to soliciting a private attorney on a pro-bono basis, with the permission of the CT Attorney General.                                  
The Advisory Council also voted unanimously to pursue a legislative fix to change the mobile home statute, Section 21-68, by adding one sentence to the existing statute that says “A replacement of a mobile manufactured home, in a mobile manufactured home park, with a home of same or different external dimensions, built in compliance with the federal manufactured home construction and safety standards, shall not constitute an expansion of “Non-Conforming Use”. 
The Advisory Council voted unanimously to pursue changing the Advisory Council’s name from Mobile Manufactured Home Advisory Council, to Manufactured Home Advisory Council. The concern is that in reading court cases and state statutes, “Mobile” may be interpreted as including “Mobile Manufactured”, which may directly impact the Mobile Manufactured Home industry. Advisory Council member Bennett Pudlin reports on attempts to retain a law student in order to research this matter.    

Advisory Council member Bennett Pudlin provided the Advisory Council with a draft copy of proposed legislation, clarifying the application of the foreclosure moratorium act to mobile manufactured homes, defining the definition of homeowners and of real property, which would include a mobile home. The Advisory Council voted unanimously to continue discussion on this matter at their next meeting scheduled for Wednesday, September 20, 2006.
· FINANCE COMMITTEE

The Advisory Council discussed its attempts to gather information from the CT Banking Commission concerning lending practices of all financial institutions and mortgage lenders in CT regarding their lending practices regarding mobile manufactured homes in mobile manufactured home parks. Advisory Council member Bennett suggested the Finance Committee continue seeking the requested information concerning this matter and report back to the Advisory Council at their next meeting scheduled for Wednesday, September 20, 2006.
The Advisory Council discussed its previous attempts through the CT Attorney General, seeking information concerning certain town zoning ordinances, which on their face appear to  violate the non-discrimination section of prohibiting mobile homes. The Advisory Council will re-draft a letter to the CT Attorney General concerning this matter.  

The Advisory Council discussed “Multi-Year” leases in CT. Advisory Council member Bennett Pudlin stated to the Advisory Council that CT statutes arguably prohibit, and certainly make more difficult for a “Multi-Year” lease, because there is a requirement that all lease terms, including the total amount of rent due over the life of the lease, be specified in the document, and that the statute also provides for offering a tenant an alternative lease option. The matter is to be continued for discussion at the next meeting scheduled for Wednesday, 
September 20, 2006.

RYDER PARK UPDATE

Advisory Council member Albert Hricz reports that the park owners and developer are in the process of ironing out issues between them through their respective attorneys, and that all units are already in place and occupied. Mr. Hricz further reports that a screening process concerning prospective occupants has been discussed and agreed upon between the owners and the developer, and that owners anticipate purchasing Ryder Park in the future, and will then establish a board and hire a management personnel, who will be responsible for managing the park. 

The Advisory Council voted unanimously to confirm its September 20, 2006 meeting at 
Ryder Park, which DCP Attorney Vicky Bullock will arrange. 
OLD BUSINESS

Advisory Council member Keith Jensen presented a letter he drafted, asking of the 

Honorable Governor M. Jodi Rell, if she would consider appointing Advisory Council member Bennett Pudlin as Chairperson of the Mobile Manufactured Home Advisory Council.
CASE COMPLAINT AND RELATED ISSUES UPDATE 
The Advisory Council suggested that DCP Inspector Gregory Carver appear before them at their next meeting scheduled for September 20, 2006 meeting, to be held at Ryder Park in Milford, CT, in order to report on any complaints and/or ongoing investigations.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:20A.M.   
Respectfully submitted,









Nelson Leon









Advisory Council Secretary
The next meeting of this Advisory Council is scheduled for Wednesday, September 20, 2006
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