PAGE 2444
STATE OF CONNECTICUT

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER PROTECTION

COMMISSION OF PHARMACY

March 30, 2005

10:05 a.m.
The regular meeting of the Commission of Pharmacy was called to order by Chairman Summa.  The meeting was held in Room #126 of the State Office Building, 165 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, CT 06106.

Commissioners Present:


Steve Beaudin


Edith G. Goodmaster

Robert Guynn, R.Ph.

Jean Mulvihill, R.Ph.

William Summa, Jr.
, R.Ph.


Staff Present:

Michelle Sylvestre, R.Ph. [Drug Control Agent/Board Administrator]

Others Present:

Michael Bonanno



Paula Bruso

Rod Cooley




Peter D’Aprile

Martin DeFlorio



Edmond Etti

Charles Freeland



Anthony Grasso

Leslie Greenwood



Paukaj Kokate

Erin Lewis




Jennifer March-Wackers

Rodrick Marriott



Jeffrey Miele

Angela Nelson



Karl A. Nieforth
Jay Patel




Kirti Patil

Choi M. Phung



Richard Rego

Troy Ruff




Arthur Santilli

Kenneth Schafermeyer


Jolanta Skrzypczyk

DeAnna Starling



Ngoc-Bich Tran

Interview of Reciprocity Candidates

The following candidates were sworn in and interviewed as a group by the Commissioners.  Various questions were asked of the individual candidates.  A few of the questions were as follows:

1. Why do you want to be licensed in Connecticut?

2. What are Connecticut’s requirements for continuing education?
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3. Have you ever had a problem with drugs and/or alcohol?

4. Have you ever been before a Board of Pharmacy in the past?

Kirti Vinaykumar Patil


From Indiana

Richard J. Rego



From Massachusetts

Commission Action:  Commissioner Beaudin moved, seconded by Commissioner Goodmaster and passed by a vote of (5-0) to accept the above applications for licensure by reciprocity.

Maha O. Kebir



From Washington

Commission Action:  Commissioner Beaudin moved, seconded by Commissioner Goodmaster and passed by a vote of (5-0) to accept the above application for licensure by reciprocity pending successful completion of the MPJE examination.

The following individuals did not appear before the Commission of Pharmacy:


Andrea J. Bianco



From Rhode Island

Angela Rushelle Curry


From Maryland



Payal H. Patel



From Pennsylvania

Joshua Pierce Tyler


From Massachusetts

‘First Time’ Pharmacy Managers
The following individuals appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy as ‘first time’ pharmacy managers:

145 MURDOCK STREET; APARTMENT #2
BRIGHTON, MA 02Lisa Adams



Brooks Pharmacy – Moosup, CT
Karen Baer



CVS/Pharmacy – Southington, CT

Paula Bruso



Brooks Pharmacy – Centerbrook, CT

Rodrique L. Cooley

Wal-Mart Pharmacy - Waterbury, CT

Edmond N. Etti


CVS/Pharmacy - Enfield, CT

Nancy Florian


Arrow Pharmacy & Nutrition – Wolcott, CT

Charles Freeland


CVS/Pharmacy – Bloomfield, CT

Anthony Grasso


Stop & Shop Pharmacy – Westport

Leslie G. Greenwood

Brooks Pharmacy – Norwich, CT
Johannes Gunawan

Wal-Mart Pharmacy



Robert Kraljevic


Brooks Pharmacy – Stamford, CT
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Erin Lewis



CVS/Pharmacy – Windsor, CT

Kevin Lowell



Brooks Pharmacy – Newington, CT

Rodrick Marriott


Wal-Mart Pharmacy

Jay Patel 



Walgreens Pharmacy – Hamden, CT

Choi M. Phung


CVS/Pharmacy – New London, CT

Jolanta (Irla) Skrzypczyk

Rite Aid Pharmacy – New Milford, CT

Deanna Starling


Brooks Pharmacy – Essex, CT

Ngoc-Bich Tran


Rite Aid Pharmacy – New Haven, CT

Marlon Fuller, Doug Reuter and Stephanie Tsai did not appear before the Commission of Pharmacy.

The Commissioners would like letters mailed to Doug Reuter and Stephanie Tsai asking each of them to ‘step down’ from the position of pharmacy manager.  Mr. Reuter and Ms. Tsai have failed to appear before the Commission of Pharmacy as first time pharmacy managers on numerous occasions.

Request for Pharmacy Internship

Nirmala Kamath appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy to request permission for a pharmacy internship.  Ms. Kamath presented documentation that she successfully completed the FPGEE, TOEFL and TSE** examinations.  
**Ms. Kamath successfully completed the TSE with a score of 50**

Commission Action:  The Commission granted Nirmala Kamath permission to apply for a pharmacy internship.  The Commission informed Ms. Kamath that she may apply for a pharmacy internship with a TSE score of 50 but may not apply for a pharmacist license until she has obtained a minimum TSE score of 55.

Pharmacy Remodels
Arrow Pharmacy & Nutrition Center #15 did not appear before the Commission of Pharmacy.

Pharmacy Manager Nancy Florian asked to table the pharmacy remodel for Arrow Pharmacy & Nutrition Center #37 to the April 27, 2005 Commission of Pharmacy meeting agenda.
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Legal Matters

Pharmacist who has completed the prescription error course

The following file number represents a pharmacist who has committed a prescription error.  The pharmacist has completed a USP Practitioners’ Reporting Network error form and taken the continuing education program concerning prescription errors.  The Department recommends that the Commission vote to dismiss this specific case.

03-106

Commission Action:  Commissioner Guynn moved, seconded by Commissioner Beaudin and passed by a vote of (5-0) to dismiss the above-mentioned case.
Pharmacy File 04-80/ Docket Number 04-1268

[Bonnie E. Lake – PCT.8677]

Commissioner Vegliante ‘stepped down’.  Attorney Schwane presented this case involving a pharmacist that committed two prescription errors within a three-year period.  This agreement calls for a Letter of Reprimand.   The pharmacist has completed the continuing education course concerning prescription errors.

Commission Action:  Commissioner Guynn moved, seconded by Commissioner Beaudin and passed by a vote of (5-0) to accept the above-mentioned settlement agreement.

Pharmacy File 04-60/ Docket Number 05-2

[Kyle D. Murphy – PCT.8396]

Commissioner Beaudin ‘stepped down’.  Attorney Schwane presented this case involving a pharmacist license that was suspended by agreement on September 01, 2004.  The Department is satisfied that this pharmacist has taken the necessary steps to regain his license.  

Commission Action:  Commissioner Guynn moved, seconded by Commissioner Mulvihill and passed by a vote of (4-0) to accept the above-mentioned settlement agreement.
Masonic Healthcare Center

Martin G. DeFlorio (Director of Pharmacy, Masonic Healthcare Center) and Arthur Santilli (President, Masonic Healthcare Center) appeared 
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before the Commission of Pharmacy to request assistance in obtaining a pharmacy license for Masonic Healthcare Center.  

· Effective January 01, 2006, the Medicare Modernization Act requires any facility servicing long term care patients to obtain a provider number for reimbursement.  Long term care prescriptions will have to be filled by a retail pharmacy that has a provider number so claims to the Medicare Part D system can be made.
· Masonic Healthcare Center will need a pharmacy license in order to obtain a provider number.  They currently operate a pharmacy under the facility license that serves the Chronic Disease Hospital unit, Specialty (Psych) Hospital unit and Long Term Care units.
· The Hebrew Home and Geer Memorial are in the same situation.

· The Masonic campus is designated as residential and the zoning board will not allow a community retail pharmacy in a residential zone.

· Masonic is pursuing a zoning variance.

· Are there any possibilities for Masonic Healthcare Center to obtain a retail license for their existing pharmacy should their pursuit for a zoning variance be unsuccessful?

Commission Action:  The Commission of Pharmacy discussed Masonic Healthcare Center’s predicament.  Many suggestions were raised and various scenarios presented but none seemed to resolve the situation at hand.  The Commissioners asked that this matter be referred to Assistant Attorney General Henry Salton for his review and guidance. 
Chartwell Southern New England, 80 Clark Drive, East Berlin, CT [PCY.1385]

Assistant Attorney General Henry Salton provided a response to the question** raised on February 23, 2005 by the Commission of Pharmacy when Chartwell Southern New England presented their plans for a pharmacy remodel.

**Are there any legal implications and/or licensing requirements with the Department of Public Health when a special venue is created within a licensed pharmacy premise complete with infusion chairs and other fixtures to facilitate active treatment (administration of intravenous regiments)?
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The Department of Public Health (DPH) requires that the special venue created within the licensed pharmacy premise complete with infusion chairs and other fixtures to facilitate active treatment (administration of intravenous regiments) be licensed.  DPH is meeting with counsel from Chartwell today, March 30, 2005, to discuss licensing requirements for this special venue.

Rx.com, 4710 Mercantile Drive, Fort Worth, TX 76137

Assistant Attorney General Henry Salton provided feedback to the Commission of Pharmacy regarding Rx.com’s eligibility for application as a nonresident pharmacy based on the type of business provided in Texas. 

Based on the information presented, Rx.com appears to be eligible for application as a nonresident pharmacy.


Some points:

1. Rx.com is required to register as a nonresident pharmacy since they are shipping product into Connecticut.  

2. It does not matter where in Connecticut Rx.com ships their product.  
3. In order to secure a nonresident pharmacy certificate of registration, Rx.com requires a pharmacy license in Texas.

4. Who is responsible for the prescription?  
· There is no delegation of responsibility with the type of business provided by Rx.com.  

· Connecticut pharmacists need to know that they are 100% responsible to the Commission of Pharmacy for all prescriptions filled centrally by Rx.com. 

Commission Action:  The Commission of Pharmacy tabled their decision to accept or deny Rx.com’s nonresident pharmacy application until April 27, 2005.  The Commission would like to know:

1. What numbering system is used?
2. If the label can contain the name of two pharmacies?  Is the label compliant?
3. If Assistant Attorney General Salton can review and provide feedback to the answers provided for questions 1 & 2.
PAGE 2450
Custom Compounding Pharmacy of America, 3 Maple Street, Kent, CT 06757
Peter D’Aprile [Director of Pharmacy Operations, Salisbury, Pharmacy Group] appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy to present and discuss the reasons why the Commission should grant him a waiver of the
regulation which requires a pharmacy to be open a minimum of 35 hours per week.

Commission Action:  The Commission of Pharmacy denied Mr. D’Aprile’s request for a waiver of the regulation which requires a pharmacy to be open a minimum of 35 hours per week.  

NeighborCare’s Newly Established Hospice Operations

Assistant Attorney General Henry Salton provided feedback to the Commission of Pharmacy regarding NeighborCare’s newly established hospice operations.   

1. Only a pharmacy may receive a prescription for dispensing.

2. If the pharmacy is only doing paperwork then the pharmacy cannot apply for a nonresident pharmacy registration.

3. NeighborCare is not operating as an electronic intermediary.

4. NeighborCare’s model does not work under our statutory scheme.

Marghie Giuliano and Jennifer March-Wackers from the Connecticut Pharmacist Association (CPA) appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy to discuss their new quality assurance program.  

· Charter Oak Community College provides the software (Blackboard) and CPA provides the program content.

· This program will run the first two weeks of every month.

· This program is ACPE accredited.

· This program is being promoted as a reciprocity tool.

· This program can be taken anywhere internet access is available.

· This program will be available May 01, 2005.

Commission Action:  The Commission of Pharmacy tabled their decision to accept or deny the completion of the above-mentioned program in lieu of the currently mandated 3-hour live continuing education program concerning prescription errors provided by the Department of Consumer Protection.
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Attorney Schwane informed the Commission that the Electronic Data Intermediary Regulations have been approved by the Attorney General’s office.  These regulations will now be filed with the Regulation Review Committee and have the potential to be approved by the end of May 2005.
Attorney Schwane informed the Commission of Pharmacy that he received thirteen (13) new cases from the Drug Control Division since the February 23, 2005 Commission of Pharmacy meeting.

  6
 Prescription Error Cases

  3
 Pharmacy Recordkeeping Issues
  2
 Diversion Cases

  1
 Partial Closure Issue

  1
 Pharmacy Technician Issue

Miscellaneous

Carrie Rand (Connecticut Association of Chain Drug Stores – CACDS) appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy to ask how CACDS can progress the language for the acceptance of ‘any other equivalent pharmacy technician certification’ program in order to allow/facilitate the new pharmacy technician ratios.  How can the various company programs get approved by the Commission?
Commission Action:  The Commission of Pharmacy informed Ms. Rand that ‘any other equivalent pharmacy technician certification’ programs must meet the following at minimum:

1. National certification/accreditation

2. Independent administration

a. No conflicts of interest

b. Program administrators have a stake in the integrity of their program

Institute for the Advancement of Community Pharmacy (IACP)

· Kenneth W. Schafermeyer (Professor and Director of Graduate Studies, St. Louis College of Pharmacy) appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy on behalf of the Institute for the Advancement of Community Pharmacy (IACP) to present IACP’s pharmacy technician certification program.
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· Steve Quinby from LaserGrade Computer Testing appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy to explain their testing program and association with IACP.
· An information folder was distributed to each Commission member detailing IACP’s pharmacy technician certification program and LaserGrade’s computer testing program.  A copy of this information folder is on file with the Commission of Pharmacy.

Commission Action:  The Commission of Pharmacy tabled their decision to accept or deny the successful completion of the above-mentioned program as an equivalent to Pharmacy Technician Certification Board (PTCB) certification until April 27, 2005.

Request for CE Waivers

Commissioner Goodmaster reviewed the following requests for continuing education waivers and made the following recommendations:

John R. Calabrese, Jr.
Waive the 2004 continuing education requirement due to illness and Waive the 2005 continuing education requirement for five (5) ‘live’ credits – a minimum of two (2) written credits must be on the subject matter of pharmacy law or drug law

Jennifer L. Haverstock
Accept credits from continuing education programs held in Nova Scotia for the 2004 and 2005 calendar years

Sabella Jung
1x extension thru 12/31/2005 for five (5) credits
Peter Parisi
1x extension thru 12/31/2005 for one-half (0.5) credit
Commission Action: Commissioner Beaudin moved, seconded by Commissioner Guynn and passed by a vote of (5-0) to accept the above-mentioned recommendations.
Request for CE Program Approval

“Evolving Trends in Nutrition Support”

ConnSPEN
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Commission Action:  The Commission of Pharmacy tabled this vote until April 27, 2005 since the application packet was missing handouts/slides.
Approval of Minutes

Commissioner Goodmaster moved, seconded by Commissioner Beaudin and passed by a vote of (5-0) to accept the minutes of the February 23, 2005 Commission of Pharmacy meeting.
At this time, Commissioner Goodmaster left 
the meeting to attend a compliance hearing.
Application to Close the Prescription Department of a Licensed Pharmacy Pending an Affirmative Inspection by the Drug Control Division

Arrow Pharmacy & Nutrition Center #15, 838 Farmington Avenue, Farmington, CT 06032 

Commission Action:  Commissioner Beaudin moved, seconded by Commissioner Mulvihill and passed by a vote of (4-0) to approve the above-mentioned application to close the prescription department of a licensed pharmacy when a pharmacist is not present and in direct charge pending an affirmative inspection by the Drug Control Division.  
Non-Resident Pharmacy List
Apothecary Shop of Scottsdale, Inc.

Scottsdale, AZ 85258

Civic Center Pharmacy



Scottsdale, AZ 85251

Coram Alternate Site Services, Inc.

Malvern, PA 19355

Cystic Fibrosis Services, Inc.


San Antonio, TX 78214
Pacific Pulmonary Services


Bakersfield, CA 93301

Promotech Research Associates, Inc.

Louisville, CO 80027

Statscript Pharmacy



Boston, MA 02116

Commission Action:  Commissioner Beaudin moved, seconded by Commissioner Mulvihill and passed by a vote of (4-0) to approve the above-mentioned non-resident pharmacy applications.  
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Armenia Pharmacy



Tampa, FL 33604


Pending Copy of Current Pharmacy License

Atlas Rx, Inc.




Foley, AL 36535

Pending Copy of Current Pharmacy License
Kings Park Slope Inc.



Brooklyn, NY 11238

Pending Copy of Most Recent Inspection Report and List of Officers and/or Directors

Commission Action:  Commissioner Beaudin moved, seconded by Commissioner Mulvihill and passed by a vote of (4-0) to approve the above-mentioned non-resident pharmacy applications pending receipt of the required documentation. 
Dawn National Pharmacy, Inc.


Glenview, IL 60025
Commission Action:  Commissioner Beaudin moved, seconded by Commissioner Guynn and passed by a vote of (4-0) to approve the above-mentioned non-resident pharmacy application. 
There being no further business, Chairman Summa adjourned the meeting.
Respectfully Submitted,

William J. Summa, Chairman

Prepared by:

Michelle Sylvestre

Drug Control Agent/Board Administrator
