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STATE OF CONNECTICUT

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER PROTECTION

165 CAPITOL AVENUE, HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106
REGULATIONS CONCERNING THE LABELING, PACKAGING AND SALE OF COMMODITIES
 Sec. 42-115j-l.  Application.  Sections 42-115j-l to 42-115j-8, inclusive, shall apply to commodities in package form except those (1) in inner wrappings not intended to be individually sold to the consumer, (2) in auxiliary containers not in​tended to be sold to the consumer intact, bearing no printed matter pertaining to any commodity, and enclosing packages that are individually marked in conformance with the requirements of said sections, (3) in containers used for retail tray pack displays when the container is not intended to be sold, or (4) commodities put up in variable weights or sizes for sale intact and intended to be either weighed or measured at the time of sale.

 Sec. 42-115j-2.  Definitions. (a) The term "package" shall be construed to mean any container or wrapper in which any commodity is enclosed for use in the delivery or display for sale of that commodity, but does not include shipping containers or wrappings used solely for the transportation of any such commodity in 

bulk or in quantity to manufacturers, processors or distributors.

 (b)
The term "random package" shall be construed to mean a package that is one of a shipment or delivery of packages of the same consumer commodity with varying weights; that is, packages of the same consumer commodity with no fixed pattern of weight.

 (c)
The term "label" shall be construed to mean any written, printed or graphic matter affixed to, applied to, attached to, blown into, formed, molded into, embossed on or appearing upon or adjacent to a consumer commodity or a package containing any consumer commodity, for purposes of branding, identifying or giving any information with respect to the commodity or to the contents of the package.

 (d)
The term "person" shall be construed to mean both singular and plural, and shall include any individual, partnership, firm, company, corporation, associa​tion and society.

 (e)
The term "principal display panel or panels" shall be construed to mean that part, or those parts, of a label that is, or are, so designed as to be most likely to be displayed, presented, shown or examined under normal and customary condi​tions of display and purchase.  Wherever a principal display panel appears more than once on a package, all requirements pertaining to the "principal display panel" shall pertain to all such "principal display panels."

 Sec. 42-115j-3.  Declaration of identity.  A declaration of identity shall appear on the principal display panel and shall positively identify the commodity in the package by its common or usual name, description, generic term, or the like, unless the same can easily be identified through the wrapper or containers.

 
Sec. 42-115j-4.  Declaration of responsibility. (a) Any package kept, offered or exposed for sale, or sold, at any place other than on the premises where packed shall specify conspicuously on the label of the package the name and address of the manufacturer, packer or distributor.  The name shall be the actual corporate name or, when not incorporated, the name under which the business is conducted.  The address shall include street address, city, state and ZIP Code; except that, the street address may be omitted if this is shown in a current city 

directory or telephone directory.  The requirement for inclusion of the ZIP Code shall apply only to labels that have been developed or revised after July 1, 1968.


(b)
If a person manufactures, packs or distributes a commodity at a place other than his principal place of  business, the label may state the principal place of business in lieu of the actual place where the commodity was manufactured or packed or is to be distributed, unless such statement would be misleading. Where the commodity is not manufactured by the person whose name appears on the label, the name shall be qualified by a phrase that reveals the connection such person has with sup-h commodity, such as "Manufactured for and packed by          ,” "Distributed by         ,” or any other wording of similar import that ex​presses the facts.

 Sec. 42-115j-5.  Declaration of quantity. (a) Largest whole unit.  Where sec​tions 42-115i-l to 42-11.5j-8, inclusive, require that the quantity declaration be in terms of the largest whole unit, the declaration 

shall, with respect to a particular package, be in terms of the largest whole unit of weight or measure, with any re​mainder expressed in (1) common or decimal fractions of such largest whole unit, or in (2) the next smaller whole unit, or units, with any further remainder in terms of common or decimal fractions of the smallest unit present in the quantity declaration.

 (b)  Net quantity.  The principal display panel of a package shall bear a declara​tion of the net quantity of the commodity in the package exclusive of wrappers and any other material packed with such commodity; 

provided the declaration of quantity on an aerosol package shall disclose the net quantity of the commodity, including propellant, that will be expelled when the instructions for use as shown on the con​tainer are followed; 

the term "net weight" shall be used when stating the net quantity of contents in terms of weight, and a quantity declaration may appear on more than one line of print or type.

 (c)
Terms - weight, liquid measure or count.  The declaration of the quantity of a particular commodity shall be expressed in such terms of weight, measure or count, or a combination of count and weight, measure or size, as have been firmly established in general consumer usage and trade custom and as gives accurate and ade​quate information as to the quantity of the commodity; provided if there exists no firmly established general consumer usage and trade custom with respect to the terms used in expressing such declaration of quantity, the declaration shall be in terms of liquid measure if the commodity is liquid, or in terms of weight if the commodity is solid, semisolid, viscous or a mixture of solid and liquid; and provided if the commodity is packaged in an aerosol container, the declaration shall be in terms of weight, including the propellant, (1) Combination 

declaration; weight or measure.  A declaration of quantity in terms of weight or measure shall be supple​mented by a declaration of the count or size of the individual units of the com​modity, unless a declaration of weight or measure 

alone is fully informative to the consumer. (2) Combination declaration; count.  A declaration quantity in terms of count shall be supplemented by a declaration of the weight, measure or size of the individual units of the commodity, or of the total weight or measure of the com​modity, unless a declaration of count alone is fully informative to the consumer. (3) Multi-unit packages.  Any package containing more than one individually packaged unit of the same commodity shall bear on the outside of the package a declaration of (A)  the number of individual units, 

(B)  the quantity of each individual unit and (C)  the total quantity of the contents of the multi-unit package; provided the requirements for a declaration of the total quantity of contents of a multi-unit package shall be effective with respect to those labels revised after December 10, 1968, and provided any such required declaration 

of total quantity shall not be required to include the parenthetical quantity statement of a dual quantity representation and molded, frozen confections, made up of ice cream or related frozen desserts, shall be exempt from the requirement for a declaration of total quantity of contents on a multi-unit package. (4) Combination or variety packages.  Any package containing individual units of dissimilar commodities shall bear on the label of the package a quantity declaration for each unit; provided a combination package that traditionally has been sold as an 

individual unit or that contains a commodity that, as enclosed in the package, has been so mixed or joined as to form a single commodity of dis​tinguishable individual identity, shall be exempt from the requirements of this sub​division 

and may be labeled in terms of the net quantity of the entire package.

 (d)  ( 1) Units - weight, measure.  A declaration of quantity (A) in units of weight shall be in terms of the avoirdupois pound or ounce; (B) in units of liquid measure shall be in terms of the United States gallon of two hundred thirty-one cubic inches or liquid-quart, liquid-pint, or fluid-ounce subdivisions of the gallon, and shall express the volume at 68(F (20(C), except in the case of petroleum products, for which the declaration shall express the volume at 60(F (15.6(C), and except also in the case of a commodity that is normally sold and 

consumed while frozen, for which the declaration shall express the volume at the frozen temperature, and except also in the case of a commodity that is normally sold in the refrigerated state, for which the declaration shall 

express the volume at 40(F (4(C); (C) in units of linear measure shall be in terms of the yard, foot or inch; (D) in units of area measure, shall be in terms of the square yard, square foot or square inch; (E) in units of dry measure 

shall be in terms of the United States bushel of two thousand one hundred fifty and forty-two hundredths cubic inches, or peck, dry-quart, and dry-pint subdivisions of the bushel; (F) in units of cubic measure shall be in terms of the cubic yard, cubic foot, or cubic inch; provided, in the case of drugs, in lieu of any requirements to the contrary, the declaration of quantity may be in terms Of a unit of the metric system of weight or measure; in the case of a commodity packed for export shipment, the declaration of quantity may be in terms of a system of weight or measure in common use in the country to which such shipment is to be exported, and when packages of fluid dairy products and packages of ice cream and similar frozen desserts are put up for sale in quantities of eight, sixteen, thirty-two or sixty-four fluid ounces, the quantity declaration may be expressed as "one-half pint," "one pint," "one quart...... one-half gallon," "one gallon," respectively. (2) Abbreviations.  Any of the following abbreviations, and none other, may be employed in the quantity statement on a commodity or package of commodity:

avoirdupois

avdp
quart
qt
cubic

cu
square
sq
feet or foot

ft
weight
wt
fluid

fl
yard
yd
gallon

gal
cubic centimeter 
cc
inch

in
gram
g
liquid

liq
kilogram
kg
ounce

oz
microgram
mcg
pint


pt
milligram
mg
pound

lb
milliliter
ml

(There normally are no periods following, nor plural  forms   of,   these   abbreviations.For example, the abbreviation is "oz" for both "ounce" and "ounces.")

(e)
 Units with two or more meanings.  When the term “ounce” is employed in a declaration of liquid quantity, the declaration shall identify the particular meaning of the term by the use of the term "fluid"; except 

that such distinction may be omitted when, by association of terms, for example, as in "one pint four ounces," the proper meaning is obvious.  Whenever the declaration of quantity is in terms of the dry pint or dry quaint, the declaration shall include the word "dry."

(f)
Prescribed units. (1) Less than one foot, one square foot, one pound, or one pint.  The declaration of quantity shall be expressed in terms of (A) in the case of length measure of less than one foot, inches and fractions 

of inches; B) in the case of area measure of less than one square foot, square inches and fractions of square inches; 

(C) in the case of weight or fluid measure of less than one pound or one pint. ounces and fractions of ounces; provided the quantity declaration appearing on a random package may be expressed in terms of decimal fractions of the largest ap​propriate unit, the fraction being carried out to not more than two decimal places. (2) Four feet, four square feet, four pounds, one gallon, or more- In the case of (A) length of measure of four feet or more, (B) area measure of four square feet or more, and (C) weight or fluid measure of four pounds or more, or one gallon or more, the declaration of quantity shall be expressed in terms of the largest whole unit. (3) Weight or fluid measure; dual quantity declaration.  On packages contain​ing one pound or more but less than four pounds, or one pint or more but 

less than one gallon, the declaration shall be expressed in ounces and, in addition, shall be followed by a declaration, presented in parentheses, in terms of the largest whole unit; provided the quantity declaration appearing on a random package may be ex​pressed in terms of pounds and decimal fractions of the pound carried out to not more than two decimal places. (4) Length measure; dual quantity declaration.  On packages containing one foot or more but less than four feet, the declaration shall be expressed in inches and, in addition, shall be followed in parentheses by a 

declara​tion expressed in terms of the largest whole unit; provided the quantity declaration appearing on a random package may be expressed in terms of feet and decimal frac​tions of the foot carried out to not more than two decimal places. (5) Area measure; dual quantity declaration.  On packages containing one square foot or more but less than four square feet, the declaration shall be expressed in square inches and, in addition, shall be followed in parentheses by a declaration expressed in terms of the largest whole unit; provided the quantity declaration appearing 

on a random pack​age may be expressed in terms of square feet and decimal fractions of the square foot carried out to not more than two decimal places. (6) Bidimensional commodi​ties.  For bidimensional commodities, including roll-

type commodities, the quantity declaration shall be expressed, (A) if less than one square foot, in terms of linear inches and fractions of linear inches; (B) if at least one square foot but less than four square feet, in terms of square 

inches followed in parentheses by a declaration of both the length and width, each being in terms of the largest whole unit; provided (i) no square inch declaration is required for a bidimensional commodity of four inches width or less, 

and (ii) a dimension of less than two feet may be stated in inches within the parenthetical, and (iii) commodities consisting of usable individual units (except roll-type commodities with individual usable units created by perfora​tions, 

(for which see section 42-115j-5 (f ) (7) Count; ply) require a declaration of unit area but not a declaration of total area of all such units; (C) if four square feet or more, in terms of square feet followed in parentheses by a declaration 

of the length and width in terms of the largest whole units; provided (i) no declaration in square feet is required for a bi-dimensional commodity with a width of four inches or less, (ii) a dimension of less than two feet may be stated in 

inches within the parentheti​cal, and (iii) no declaration in square feet is required for commodities for which the length and width measurements are critical in terms of end use, such as tablecloths or bedsheets, if such commodities 

clearly present the length and width measurements on the label. (7) Count; ply.  If the commodity is in individually usable units of one or more components or ply, the quantity declaration shall, in addition to complying with other 

applicable quantity declaration requirements of sections 42-115j-1 to 42-115j-8, inclusive, include the number of ply and the total number of usable units.  Roll-type commodities, when perforated so as to identify individual usable units, 

shall not be deemed to be made up of usable units, provided such roll-type commodi​ties shall be labeled in terms of (A) total area measurement, and (B) number of ply, (C)  count of usable units, and (D) dimensions of a single usable 

unit. 

 (g)
Reductions of fractions.  Fractions employed in declarations of quantity may be either common fractions or decimal fractions.  A common fraction shall be in terms of halves, quarters, eighths, sixteenths, or 

thirty-seconds, and shall be reduced to its lowest terms.  A decimal fraction shall not be carried out to more than two places; provided if there exists, with respect to a particular commodity, a firmly established general consumer 

usage and trade custom contrary to the requirement pertaining to common fractions, as set forth above, for the reduction of a common fraction to its lowest terms, the declaration may be made in accordance with such usage and custom; and provided in the case of drugs, a decimal fraction may be carried out to three places.

 (h)
 Supplementary declarations. (1) Supplementary quantity declarations.  The required quantity declaration may be supplemented by one or more declarations of weight, measure or count; provided any such 

supplementary declaration shall be ac​curate; shall be neither in larger size type nor more prominently displayed than the required quantity declaration; shall not be so located as to detract from, or confuse, or mislead as to the precise meaning of the required quantity declaration; and any such supplementary statement shall appear at a location other than on the principal display panel; and provided a declaration of quantity as set forth in section 42-115j-5 (c) (1) and section 42-115j-5 (c) (2) may appear on the principal display panel, but not in larger size type than the required quantity declaration. (2) Additional quantity declarations.  When any additional quantity information is deemed to be of vital concern to the consumer, such as, for example, dilution ratio of a concentrate, reconstitution ratio for a dehydrated commodity, size of cake that will result from a package of cake mix, such 

information shall appear on the principal display panel; provided when the weight of each slice in a package of sliced cheese is stated on the principal display panel in a type size at least equal in size to the statement of the total number 

of slices, the statement of the total slices in the package may appear in larger size type than the required declaration for total net weight. (3) Metric system declarations.  A separate statement of the net quantity of contents in terms 

of the metric system is not regarded as a supplemental statement, and a statement of quantity in terms of the metric system of weight or measure may also appear on the principal display panel or on other panels.

 (I)  Character of declaration; average.  The average quantity of contents in the packages of a particular lot, shipment or delivery shall at least equal the declared quantity.

 (j)
Qualification of declaration prohibited.  In no case shall any declaration of quantity be qualified by the addition of the words "when packed," "minimum" or " not less than," or any words of similar import, nor shall any unit of weight, meas​ure or count be qualified by any term, such as "jumbo," "giant," "full" or the like, that tends to exaggerate the amount of commodity.

 Sec. 42-115i-6.  Prominence and placement. (a) General.  All information required to appear on a package shall be prominent, definite and plain, and shall be conspicuous as to size and style of letters and numbers and as to 

color of letters and numbers in contrast to color of background.  Any required information that is either in hand lettering or band script shall be entirely clear and equal to printing in legi​bility.  All information required to appear 

on a package shall also appear on any out​side container or wrapper that is used, unless such container or wrapper is trans​parent and the information on the package is easily legible through such outside container or wrapper (except see section 42-115j-l. Application).
 (1) Location.
The declaration or declarations of quantity of the contents of a package shall appear in the bottom thirty per cent of the principal display panel, or panels if there is more than one, and shall be presented in such a 

manner as to be generally parallel to the base on which the package rests as it is designed to be displayed; provided on (A) a principal display panel of five square inches or less, or on (B) individual units (not intended to be sold separately) of a multi-unit retail package, the declara​tion of quantity need not appear in the bottom thirty per cent of the principal dis​play panel if that declaration satisfied the other requirements of sections 42-115j-1 to 42-115j-8, inclusive, and provided, in the case of cylindrical containers, the re​quired declarations of identity and of quantity 

shall appear within that forty per cent of the circumference which is most likely to be displayed, presented, shown or ex​amined under customary conditions of sale; the principal display panel of a cosmetic marketed in a "boudoir-type" container including decorative cosmetic containers of the "cartridge," "pill box," "compact" or 

"pencil" variety, and those with a capacity of one-fourth ounce or less, may be a tear-away tag or tape affixed to the decorative container and bearing the mandatory label information as required by sections 42-115j-1 to 

42-115j-8, inclusive, and on plastic containers of fluid dairy products, the quantity statement shall appear on or above the shoulder of the container. (2) Style of type or lettering.  The declaration or declarations of quantity shall be in such a style of type or lettering as to be boldly, clearly and conspicuously presented with respect to other type, lettering or graphic material on the package, except that a declaration of net quantity blown, formed or molded on a glass or plastic surface is permissible when all label information is blown, formed or molded on the surface. (3) Color contrast.  The declaration or declarations of quantity shall be in a color that contrasts conspicuously with its background, except that a declaration of net quantity  blown, formed or molded on a glass or plastic surface shall not 

be required to be presented in a contrasting color if no required label information is on the sur​face in a contrasting color. (4) Free area.  The area surrounding the quantity dec​laration shall be free of printed information (A) above and 

below, by a space equal to at least the height of the lettering in the declaration, and (B) to the left and right, by a space equal to twice the width of the letter "N" of the style and size of type used in the declaration.

 (b)
Calculation of area of principal display panel or panels for purposes of type size.  The square-inch area of the principal display panel shall be (1) in the case of a rectangular container, one or more entire side or sides 

of which properly can be considered to be the principal display panel or panels, the product of the height times the width of that side or those sides; (2) in the case of a cylindrical or nearly cylindrical container, forty per cent of the product of the height of the con​tainer times the circumference; or (3) in the case of any other shaped container, forty per cent of the total surface of the container, unless such container presents an obvious principal display panel, 

e.g., the top of a triangular or circular package of cheese, or the top of a can of shoe polish, the area shall consist of the entire surface; provided determination of the principal display panel shall exclude tops, bottoms, flanges at 

tops and bottoms of cans, and shoulders and necks of bottles or jars, and provided, for an individual package affixed to a display card, or for a commodity and display card together comprising a package, the type size of the quantity dec​laration is governed by the dimensions of the display card.  Minimum height of num​bers and letters.  The height of any letter or number in the required quantity declaration shall be not less than that shown in Table I with respect to the square-inch area of the panel; provided, the height of each number of a common fraction shall meet one-half the minimum height standards, and no number or letter shall be more than three times as high as it is wide.
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 Sec. 42-115j-7.  Exemptions. (a) Consumer packages.  Any requirements in this regulation providing for the labeling of the net quantity of contents of the package of any consumer commodity covered by an Act of Congress entitled "Fair Packaging and Labeling Act (PL89-755; 80 Stat. 1296; 15 U.S.C. 1451-1461), less stringent than or requiring information different from the requirements of section 4 of said act or regulations promulgated pursuant thereto shall be inoperative to the extent that it is less stringent or requires information different from any such federal requirements.

 (b)
 Nonconsumer packages.  Nonconsumer packages shall be exempt from the requirements set forth in section 42-115j-5 (f) (3), (4), (5) and (6) and section 42-115j-6.  Nonconsumer packages shall bear the information provided for by sections 42-115j-3, 42-115j-4 and the subsections (a) to (e), inclusive, of section 42-115j-5 but said information need not appear on any specific part of the label or principal display panel of said package.

 (c)
 Random packages, A random package bearing a label conspicuously declar​ing the net weight, the price per pound, and the total price shall be exempt from the type size, dual declaration, placement and free area requirements of sections 42-115j-l to 42-115i-8, inclusive.  In the case of a random package of food packed at one place for subsequent sale at another, neither the price per unit of weight nor the total selling price need appear on the package, provided the package label includes both such prices at the time it is offered or exposed for sale at retail.  If a random package is labeled with the total selling price, it shall also be labeled in terms of the price per unit in weight.

 (d)
 "Penny candy." When individually wrapped pieces of "penny candy" or in​dividually wrapped pieces of candy of less than one-half ounce net weight are shipped or delivered in containers that conform to the labeling requirements of sections 42-115j-1 to 4-9-115j-8, inclusive, such individual pieces shall be exempt from such labeling requirements.

(e)
Individual servings.  Individual-serving-size packages of foods containing less than one-half  ounce or less than one-half fluid ounce for in restaurants, institu​tions and passenger carriers, and not intended for sale at retail, shall be exempt from the required declaration of net quantity of contents specified in this regulation.

 (f)
 Cuts, plugs and twists of tobacco and cigars.  When individual cuts, plugs and twists of tobacco and individual cigars are shipped or delivered in containers that conform to the labeling requirements of said sections, such individual cuts, plugs and twists of tobacco and cigars shall be exempt from such labeling requirements.

 (g)
Reusable (returnable) glass containers.  Nothing in said sections shall be deemed to preclude the continued use of reusable or returnable glass containers; provided such glass containers ordered after the effective date of said sections shall conform to all requirements of said sections.

 (h)
Containers standardized by device regulation.  Containers such as milk bot​tles, lubricating oil bottles and measure-containers, for which standards and specifica​tions have been established under the provisions of section 43-42-1 shall be exempt from the requirements set forth in section 42-115j-6 of this regulation.

 (i)
Packaged commodities with labeling requirements specified in federal law.  Packages of meat and meat products, poultry and poultry products, tobacco and tobacco products, insecticides, fungicides, rodenticides, prescription drugs, alcoholic beverages and seeds shall be exempt from the requirements set forth in sections 42-115j-5 and 42-115j-6; provided quantity labeling requirements for such products are specified in federal law or regulations issued pursuant to federal law, so as to follow reasonably sound principles of providing 

consumer information.

 (j)
Fluid dairy products, ice cream and similar frozen desserts.  When packages of fluid dairy products and packages of ice cream and similar frozen desserts are standardized by law or regulation of the state of Connecticut, such packages shall be exempt from the requirements in sections 42-115j-6(a) (1) and 42-115j-5(f) (3).

 Sec. 42-115j-8.  Variations to be allowed. (a) Packaging variations. (1) Varia​tions from declared net quantity.  Variations from the declared net weight, measure or count shall be permitted when caused by unavoidable deviations in weighing, measuring or counting the contents of individual packages that occur in good pack​aging practice, but such variations shall not be permitted to such extent that the aver​age of the quantities in the packages of a particular commodity comprising either a: shipment or other delivery of the commodity, or a lot of the commodity that is kept, offered or exposed for sale, or sold, is below the quantity stated, and no unreasonable shortage in any package shall be permitted, even though overages in other packages in the same shipment, delivery or lot compensate for such shortage.  Variations above the declared quantity shall not be unreasonably large. (2) Variations resulting from exposure.  Variations from the declared weight or measure shall be permitted when caused by ordinary and customary exposure to conditions that normally occur in good distribution practice and that unavoidably result in change of weight of measure, but only after the commodity is introduced into intrastate commerce; provided the phrase "introduced into intrastate commerce" as used in this subdivision shall be construed 

to define the time and the place at which the first sale and delivery of a package is made within the state, the delivery being either (A) directly to the purchaser or to his agent, or (B) to a common carrier for shipment to the purchaser, and this subdi​vision shall be construed as requiring that, so long as a shipment, delivery or lot of packages of a particular commodity remains in the possession or under the control of the packager or the person who introduces the package into intrastate commerce, exposure variations shall not be permitted.

 (b)
Magnitude of permitted variations.  The magnitude of variations permitted under subsection (a) of this section shall, in the case of any shipment, delivery or lot, be determined by the facts in the individual case.
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