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Department of Consumer Protection Identifies 74

Unlicensed Non-Alcoholic Beverages in Connecticut
19 Items Remain Barred from Sale

HARTFORD, August 8 – A recent sweep of Connecticut beverage retailers and distributors identified 74 unlicensed non-alcoholic beverages being distributed across Connecticut, Consumer Protection Commissioner Jerry Farrell, Jr. announced today.

In mid-June, Department food inspectors removed unlicensed beverages from the shelves of 29 Connecticut retailers and distributors because they did not have, or did not show proof of having, a Connecticut beverage license number imprinted on their container, as required by law.  
“In 29 randomly-selected locations, our agents identified 74 bottled or canned beverages that were either not licensed for sale in Connecticut, or that required corrections to their labeling,” Farrell said.  “From lemonade bottled in France to sarsaparilla from Maine, these non-compliant beverages were embargoed by our agents until the bottler fulfilled the necessary legal requirements for their sale and got them licensed with us.
“Many of the companies have since contacted us for licensing, and as licenses are issued, the beverages can once again be sold,” Farrell said.  “However, the bottlers of 19 beverages have not responded to our communications, nor have they applied for licensing, so these products are under embargo or off-sale, and illegal for the foreseeable future.” 
The 19 beverages that remain barred from sale or embargoed include:
	Product
	Distributor
	Retailer/Wholesaler

	1.  Vitamina Nutritional Drink
	Everlasting Distributors, Bayonne, NJ
	Southern Variety & Market, Bridgeport



	2.  Kombucha Wonder Drink
	Kombucha Wonder Drink Portland, Oregon
	Whole Foods Market, 50 Raymond Rd., West Hartford

	3.  Tiger Shot Energy Drink
	Tiger Shot USA; Springfield, MA
	CV Mart, Vernon, and Fairhaven Quality Supermarket, 30 Grand Ave., New Haven


	4.  Squeeze Soda
	Xtreme Beverage group, LLC; FT Lauderdale, FL
	Wood Ave Pizza & Mkt.., Bridgeport

	5.  Krooik Energy
	Choice First Distributors LLC
	Wood Ave Pizza & Mkt., Bridgeport



	6.  Pakola
	Reliance Trading, Maspeth, NY
	A&M Halal Market, 211 Saw Mill Rd., West Haven

	8  Aloa Spring Water
	Aloha Spring Water, Medley, FL
	Expect Discounts, 480 Boston Post Rd., Milford, Milford

	9.  DZLGEAR
	DZL Productions LLC, Delmar, NY
	Ocean State Job Lot


	10.  Swiss Bina Food
	Haddon Food Products, Medford, NJ
	A&P, 1060 W. Main St. Branford



	11.  Wonderfarm White Fungus Birds      Nest Drink
	New B.C.N. Trading Inc., South Plainfield, NJ
	Southern Variety & Market, Bridgeport

	12.  Grass Jelly Drink
	Starway Inc., Brooklyn, NY
	Southern Variety & Market, Bridgeport



	13.  Lemon Tea
	Leblon Foods Inc, Newark, NJ
	International Bakery, Danbury
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	Product
	Distributor
	Retailer/Wholesaler



	14.  Mat's UVA
	Triunfo Import Foods Corp., Newark, NJ
	International Bakery, Danbury



	15.  Luso Water
	Triunfo Import Foods Corp., Newark, NJ
	International Bakery, Danbury



	16.  Carvahelhos Water
	Triunfo Import Foods Corp., Newark, NJ
	International Bakery, Danbury



	17.  Castello Water
	Triunfo Import Foods Corp., Newark, NJ
	International Bakery, Danbury



	18.  Guayaki Yerba Mate
	Guayaki Sustainable Rainforest Products
	United Natural Foods, Dayville, CT



	19.  Japanese Soft Drink (Product label name in Japanese)
	Hason (Tokyo) Trading Co., Inc., Flushing Ave., Maspeth, NY
	Southern Variety & Market, Bridgeport


 “In the case of nearly all these beverages, we cannot identify the bottlers, nor have they come forward to apply for the appropriate license.  Therefore, these drinks were not vetted through the water safety and quality measures that are part of our licensing process,” Farrell said. “Our Food Safety inspectors are removing these illegal items from sale everywhere in the state.  Consumers are encouraged to contact the Department of Consumer Protection if they see these products in Connecticut stores, and if they already have these drinks at home, they should return them to the store or discard them.”
The sweep also identified the following beverages as unlicensed, but their bottlers have now received or are in the process of receiving licensure.  These now can be legally sold in Connecticut.
	Product
	Distributor
	Bottler
	

	XK Energy Drink
	XL Energy Drink, 10 West 33rd St., New York, NY
	Menken Drinks B.V. Netherlands
	

	Thirst Burst
	Florida Fruit, IL
	Florida Fruit, IL

	

	365 Nutrient Enhanced Water
	Whole Foods, Austin, TX
	Triple H Food Processors, CA
	

	Maine Root Sarsaparilla
	All Natural Maine Root LLC, Scarborough, ME
	All Natural Maine Root, Austin, TX
	

	Bolthouse Farms Latte
	Bolthouse Juice Products LLC, Bakersfield, CA
	WM Bolthouse Farms, Bakersfield, CA
	

	Boylan Sugarcane Soda
	Boylan Bottling Co., Moonachie, NY
	Boylan Bottling Co., Moonachie, NY
	

	Virgils Root Beer
	Reeds Inc, CA
	Triple H Food Processors, CA
	

	Sol Mate Yerba Mate
	Sol Mate Beverage, Ontario, Canada
	Bottle Green Drinks Co (Canada) Inc., Mississauga, Ontario
	

	365 Water
	Whole Foods
	Triple H Food Processors, CA
	

	New Zealand Eternal Bottled Water
	Paeroa Bottling, New Zealand
	Mead Intl, New Zealand
	

	365 Mint Sparkling Mineral Water
	Whole Foods, Austin, TX
	La Galvanna Spa, Italy
	

	Bibita Naturale D'Italia Sparkling Water
	Whole Foods, Austin, TX
	La Galvanna Spa, Italy


	

	Lorina Pink Lemonade
	Lorina, France
	Lorina Inc., Munster, France
	

	Ginger People Lemon Ginger Beer
	Royal Pacific Foods, Monterey, CA
	Royal Pacific Foods, Monterey, CA
	

	Lost Five-O energy Drink
	Connecticut Beverage, Franklin, CT
	Krier Foods, Random Lake, WI 
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	  Product


	Distributor

	Bottler


	

	Rush Energy Lite Drink
	Hansen's Beverage
	Dairy Farmers of America, Cabool, MO


	

	SteazEnergy
	Healthy Beverage, Newtown, PA
	Lion Brewery, Wilkes Barre, PA 


	

	Monster Energy Khaos
	Hansen's Beverage
	Dairy Farmers of America, Cabool, MO
	

	Izze Sparkling Pear
	United Natural Foods, Dayville
	Pri Pak, Inc., Lawrenceburg, IN


	

	Rehab Recovery Supplement
	Hartford Distributors, Hartford, CT
	Carolina Beer & Beverage, Mooresville, NC


	

	Purity Organic Drink
	Pacific Organic Products, San Francisco, CA
	H.A. Ryder & Sons, Watsonville, CA
	

	NOS Energy Drink
	Fuze Beverage, NJ
	MAS, Ontario Canada


	

	Enviga Nestea Calorie Burner
	Coca Cola, East Hartford
	NVE Pharmaceuticals, Andover, NJ
	

	BOLTZ Liquid Lightning
	Boltz, Pompton Lakes, NJ
	NVE Pharmaceuticals, Andover, NJ


	

	Resurrect
	Healthy Innovations, San Diego, CA
	Resurrect & Vita Tea, Carlsbad, CA


	

	Ginger Soother
	Royal Pacific Foods, Monterey, CA
	Royal Pacific Foods, Monterey, CA


	

	Blue Sky Natural Beverage
	United Natural Foods, Dayville
	Safeway Inc., Denver, CO


	

	Carabao Energy Drink
	Eastland Food Corp., Columbia, MD
	Carabao Tawandang Co., Thailand


	

	O2Go Water
	Azure Blue Water Co, Bethlehem, PA
	Whitlock Packaging, Anaheim, CA


	

	Lost Energy Drink
	Hansen's Beverage
	Krier Foods, Random Lake, WI 


	

	Hansen's Energy Pro
	Hansen's Energy Pro
	Dairy Farmers of America, Cabool, MO


	

	Inko's White Tea
	Haddon Food Products, Medford, NJ
	Brooklyn Bottling, Milton, NY


	

	Vitalize Infused Water/Blueberry
	Polar Beverage, Worcester, MA
	Castle Co-Packers, PA  


	

	SEI Water
	SEI Market Group, Brooklyn, NY
	Leisure Time Spring Water, NY


	

	Trader Joes Grapefruit Soda
	Trader Joes, Monrovia, CA
	Trader Joe’s Store Label, Monrovia, CA
	

	Trader Joes Soda Italiana
	Trader Joes, Monrovia, CA
	Trader Joe’s Store Label
	

	Trader Joes French MKT Berry         Lemonade
	Trader Joes, Monrovia, CA
	Trader Joe’s Store Label
	

	Trader Joes Sparkling Cider
	Trader Joes, Monrovia, CA
	Trader Joe’s Store Label
	

	Trader Joes Pink Lemonade
	Trader Joes, Monrovia, CA
	Trader Joe’s Store Label
	


Finally, the following beverages were out of compliance with State labeling requirements.  They did not have their Connecticut license number printed on the bottle, as required by law.  Bottlers of these products have since come into compliance with the Department’s labeling requirement, and these products can now be legally sold.
	Product


	          Distributor


	Bottler


	Monster Beverage
	Hansen's Beverage
	Dairy Farmers of America, Cabool, MO



	Hydrive Energy
	Hydrive Energy LLC, New York
	Adirondack Beverage, Scotia, NY 



	Rehab Recovery Supplement
	Hartford Distributors, Hartford, CT
	Carolina Beer & Beverage



	Santa Cruz Organic Lemonade
	Santa Cruz Natural, Chico, CA
	Smuckers Quality Foods, Havre De Grace, MD
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	Distributor
	Bottler



	24:7 Energy
	Prilabs Inc, Brooklyn, NY
	Krier Foods 



	Hint
	Hint, Inc., San Francisco, CA
	Castle Co-Packers,  New Kensington, PA  



	GURU Energy Drink
	Guru Energy Corp, NY, NY
	Glueck's Brewing Co., Cold Spring, MN 



	Metro Mint Beverage
	Soma Beverage Company, San Francisco, CA
	Whitlock Packaging and Metromint

	Airforce Nutrisoda
	Haddon Food Products, Medford, NJ
	Glueck's Brewery, Cold Spring, MN 



	Rockstar Energy Drink
	Rockstar, Inc., Las Vegas, NV
	Southeast Atlantic Beverage Corp, Jacksonville, FL

	Kaboom Infinite Energy
	Brand X LLC, Tucson, AZ  85718
	Glueck's Brewing Co., Cold Spring, MN 




Any non-alcoholic bottled beverage, apple juice or cider sold in Connecticut needs to be licensed by the State Department of Consumer Protection.  All other 100% fruit juices do not require a license; however, juice from concentrate does require licensing.

 

The Connecticut beverage license number must conspicuously appear on the label, on the container itself, or on the cap.  

  

In order for a beverage to become licensed, the bottler must submit a completed license application and a $75 fee to the Department, along with a current inspection report of the water bottling facility used in producing the beverage, and a copy of the product label.  Connecticut bottlers are inspected directly by the Department of Consumer Protection Food & Standards office.

Water bottlers must also submit a water analysis form, along with supporting laboratory reports. The water analysis must be done by a lab certified by the Connecticut Department of Health Services, Bureau of Laboratories.  Bottlers of soda, juice and energy drinks must also submit test results for total coliform on product water.
Anyone with questions or seeking information about bottled non-alcoholic beverages may call the Department of Consumer Protection at 860-713-6160, or toll-free at 1-800-842-2649.  Applications and instructions for beverage licensing can be found at www.ct.gov/dcp.
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