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CODE TRAINING AND EDUCATION FUND BOARD OF CONTROL ANNUAL MEETING
June 14, 2012 Minutes

Joseph Cassidy called the meeting to order at 10:10 a.m.

Members present: Joseph Cassidy, Mary Ann Basile and Father Hyland.

Attending from the Office of Education and Data Management were Assistant Directors Bonnie
Becker, Doug Schanne and Recording Secretary Joanne Cavaiuolo.

There were no communications.

Joe Cassidy discussed filling Board vacancies and that letters had been sent out requesting
recommendations.

Approval of March 30, 2011 Minutes: A motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes.
All'in favor. No discussion. Motion carried.

Review of OEDM FY 12/13 Career Development Training Schedule: Doug Schanne gave a review
of the 2012/2013 training schedule.

The meeting began with Staff Reports.

Bonnie Becker reported on the pre-licensure and pre-certification programs. OEDM staff lost
positions due to attrition and are down from 7 to 3 staff members. It was with a tremendous
struggle that OEDM was able to meet training and administrative goals.

Doug Schanne reported that OPM received a federal grant that will provide training for building
officials. There was a discussion regarding the Design Trade Council.

Goals for FY 2012/2013 include continuing the same level of service, fill the OEDM vacancies,
update and validate OEDM'’s list serve information, HAZMAT training, offer more flexibility in
training and training locations (via smaller training groups, evening classes, on-line courses,
webinar courses, outside vendors, utilize trainers that have hands on experience), develop on-line
program so individual’s can view their own credit hours. The ability for an individual to view their
own credit hours would decrease phone calls. Filling a trainer vacancy on a 120 day rehire contract
will temporarily help with the training workload.

Review of Proposed Code Training and Education Fund FY 12012/2013 Budget: MaryAnn
discussed how we can do training more economically; i.e. on line, web-based, etc. with shrinking
staff and budgets. She discussed staff development for trainers, the importance for Connecticut’s
Building Official’s participation and attendance at NFPA and Eastern States training to stay current
on national issues and to represent Connecticut. She also discussed pre-licensure training for code
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officials and ICC on-line training. A discussion regarding the costs vs. training of ICC courses and
OEDM courses and the Connecticut Supplement was held. ICC courses should be in person so
participants can interact with instructor and other participants (i.e. ICC disaster class).

Perhaps building officials are taking on too much—the complexity of electrical, plumbing,
structural, etc. all require specialized training. OEDM needs to review the need for specialized
trainers for decks, demolition statutes, swimming pools, boilers and furnaces, HVAC and address
the lack of training of contractors. On-line course development would be well received. A
discussion was held to use of a college intern to film a training class and then develop that into an
on-line course with multiple test questions.

Bonnie Becker stated that the current fee charged to cities and towns for the code fund will remain
the same at $.26 per $1,000.00 of construction value assessed for the 2012/2013 fiscal year.

A discussion was held regarding OEDM vacancies and the funding for continuing education vs. pre-
licensure statute requires. Joe Cassidy advised that the OEDM Director position vacated by Sue
Vaughn will not be filled. DCS is looking at an over-reaching manager position funded through the
General Fund, possibly filling a trainer position with a 120-day contract sometime in July 2012 and
filling the research analyst position by the end of July 2012. DCS is reviewing the proposal to
change the Office Assistant position to a Para-Professional position funded by special OEDM funds.

Motion was made and seconded to accept the budget as proposed with the understanding to
review Mary Ann Basile’s budget suggestions at the October 11, 2012, 10:00 a.m. meeting. All in
favor. No discussion. Motion carried.

Confirmation of next meeting: Thursday, October 11, 2012 at 10:00 a.m.

Meeting adjourned at 12:05 p.m.

Joseph Cassidy
Acting State Building Inspector
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