
Sec. 29-262. (Formerly Sec. 19-397a). Licensure of 
building officials. Continuing educational programs. 
Suspension or revocation of license or certificate. 
Hearing. Appeal. Indemnification. (a) The State Building 
Inspector and the Codes and Standards Committee acting 
jointly, with the approval of the Commissioner of Public 
Safety, shall require passage of a written examination and 
successful completion of a suitable educational program of 
training as proof of qualification pursuant to section 29-
261 to be eligible to be a building official. No person 
shall act as a building official for any municipality until 
the State Building Inspector, upon a determination of 
qualification, issues a license to such person except that 
a license shall not be required (1) in the case of a person 
certified prior to January 1, 1984, or (2) in the case of a 
provisional appointment, for a period not to exceed ninety 
days in order to complete such training program and 
licensure classes, made in accordance with standards 
established in regulations adopted by the State Building 
Inspector and the Codes and Standards Committee in 
accordance with the provisions of chapter 54. The State 
Building Inspector and the Codes and Standards Committee, 
with the approval of the Commissioner of Public Safety, 
shall adopt regulations, in accordance with chapter 54, to 
(A) establish classes of licensure that will recognize the 
varying complexities of code enforcement in the 
municipalities within the state, and (B) require continuing 
educational programs for each such class that shall include 
basic requirements for each such program and a system of 
control and reporting. Any licensed or certified building 
official or inspector who wishes to retire his or her 
license or certificate may apply to the office of the State 
Building Inspector to have such license or certificate 
retired and be issued a certificate of emeritus. Such 
retired official or inspector may no longer hold himself or 
herself out as a licensed or certified official or 
inspector. 

(b) The State Building Inspector shall prepare and 
conduct or approve continuing educational programs designed 
to train and assist building officials in carrying out the 
duties and responsibilities of their office. Such 
educational programs shall be in addition to the program 
specified under subsection (a) of this section and shall 
consist of not less than ninety hours of training over 
consecutive three-year periods. Each building official 
shall attend such training programs and present proof of 



successful completion to the State Building Inspector. The 
State Building Inspector may, after notice and opportunity 
for hearing, revoke any license issued under the provisions 
of subsection (a) of this section or any certificate issued 
prior to January 1, 1984, for failure on the part of any 
building official to present such proof.  

(c) The fees for the educational programs of training 
required in subsections (a) and (b) of this section and the 
cost of textbooks for such programs shall be paid from the 
education fee assessed pursuant to section 29-263. Any 
person may participate in the educational programs 
specified under subsection (b) of this section at his own 
expense where space is available. 

(d) The Codes and Standards Committee may suspend or revoke 
the license or certificate of any building official who 
fails to faithfully perform the duties of his office. No 
such building official may have his license or certificate 
suspended or revoked unless he has been given notice in 
writing of the specific grounds for such action and an 
opportunity to be heard in his own defense, personally or 
by counsel, at a hearing before the Codes and Standards 
Committee. Such hearing shall be held in accordance with 
the provisions of chapter 54. Any such building official 
may appeal such suspension or revocation to the Superior 
Court in accordance with the provisions of section 4-183. 
Said court shall review the record of such hearing and, if 
it appears upon the hearing on the appeal that testimony is 
necessary for an equitable disposition of the appeal, it 
may take evidence or appoint a referee or a committee to 
take such evidence as it may direct and report the same to 
the court with his or its findings of fact, which report 
shall constitute a part of the proceedings upon which the 
determination of the court shall be made. The court may 
affirm the action of the Codes and Standards Committee or 
may set the same aside if it finds that such committee 
acted illegally or in the abuse of its discretion. 

(e) For purposes of indemnification of any building 
official against any losses, damages or liabilities arising 
out of the performance of his official duties, the building 
official shall be deemed to be acting for the municipality 
in which he was appointed. 

     
   



 Sec. 29-298. (Formerly Sec. 29-45a). Certification of local 
fire marshals, deputies, inspectors and investigators. 
Continuing education programs. Certificate of emeritus. 
Immunity from personal liability. (a) The State Fire 
Marshal and the Codes and Standards Committee, acting 
jointly, shall adopt minimum standards of qualification for 
local fire marshals, deputy fire marshals, fire inspectors 
and such other classes of inspectors and investigators as 
they deem necessary. The State Fire Marshal and the Codes 
and Standards Committee shall (1) prepare and conduct oral, 
written or practical examinations to determine if a person 
is qualified and eligible to be certified, or (2) accept 
successful completion of programs of training developed by 
public agencies and approved by them as proof of 
qualification for certification eligibility, or (3) prepare 
and conduct a training program, the successful completion 
of which shall qualify a person to be certified. Upon 
determination of the qualification of a local fire official 
under subdivision (1), (2) or (3) of this subsection, the 
State Fire Marshal and the Codes and Standards Committee 
shall issue or cause to be issued a certificate to such 
person stating that the person is eligible to be certified. 
The State Fire Marshal and the Codes and Standards 
Committee shall establish classes of certification that 
will recognize the varying involvements of such local fire 
officials. Local fire marshals, deputy fire marshals, fire 
inspectors and other inspectors or investigators holding 
office in any municipality shall be certified in accordance 
with subdivision (1), (2) or (3) of this subsection. On or 
after October 1, 1979, no local fire marshal, deputy fire 
marshal, fire inspector or other inspector or investigator 
shall be appointed or hired unless such person is certified 
and any such person shall be removed from office if such 
person fails to maintain certification. The State Fire 
Marshal and the Codes and Standards Committee shall conduct 
educational programs designed to assist such local fire 
officials in carrying out the duties and responsibilities 
of their office. Such educational programs for local fire 
marshals, deputy fire marshals and fire inspectors shall be 
in addition to the programs specified under subdivisions 
(2) and (3) of this subsection and shall consist of not 
less than ninety hours of training over a three-year 
period. The State Fire Marshal and the Codes and Standards 
Committee shall establish the minimum hours of training for 
the other classes of inspectors and investigators, which 
shall recognize the varying involvements of such officials. 
Each local fire official shall attend such training 



programs or other approved programs of training and present 
proof of successful completion to the State Fire Marshal. 
The State Fire Marshal may, after notice and opportunity 
for hearing, and with the participation of one or more 
members of the Fire Marshal Training Council, revoke any 
certificate issued under the provisions of this subsection 
for failure on the part of a local fire official to present 
such proof. Any appointed local fire marshal, deputy fire 
marshal or other inspector or investigator who wishes to 
retire his or her certificate may apply to the State Fire 
Marshal and the Codes and Standards Committee to have such 
certificate retired and be issued a certificate of 
emeritus. Such retired local fire official may no longer 
hold himself or herself out as a certified local fire 
official. 

(b) No local fire marshal, deputy fire marshal, fire 
inspector or other inspector or investigator acting for a 
local fire marshal, who is charged with the enforcement of 
the Fire Safety Code and this chapter, may be held 
personally liable for any damage to persons or property 
that may result from any action that is required or 
permitted in the discharge of his official duties while 
acting for a municipality or fire district. Any legal 
proceeding brought against any such fire marshal, deputy 
fire marshal, fire inspector or other inspector or 
investigator because of any such action shall be defended 
by such municipality or fire district. No such fire 
marshal, deputy fire marshal, fire inspector or other 
inspector or investigator may be held responsible for or 
charged with the costs of any such legal proceeding. Any 
officer of a local fire marshal's office, if acting without 
malice and in good faith, shall be free from all liability 
for any action or omission in the performance of his 
official duties. 

(c) Each certified deputy fire marshal, fire inspector or 
other inspector or investigator shall act under the 
direction and supervision of the local fire marshal while 
enforcing the Fire Safety Code and the provisions of this 
chapter. The local fire marshal may authorize, in writing, 
such deputy fire marshal or fire inspector to issue any 
permit or order under the provisions of this part or to 
certify compliance with the provisions of the Fire Safety 
Code, on his behalf.   
  
  


