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Minutes 
 

November 18, 2009 
 
 
 

The Chairman called to order the special meeting of the Codes Amendment 
Subcommittee of the State Codes and Standards Committee.  The meeting 
was held in the third floor conference room (room 348) at 1111 Country Club 
Road, Middletown, Connecticut. 
 
 
In Attendance:  Louis Free, Chair 
    John Butkus 
    Thomas DiBlasi 
    Robert Hanbury 
    Donald Harwood 
    Henry Miga  
    Michael Musco 
    Andrew Rizzo 
    Marjorie Shansky 
    Michael Sinsigalli 

 
     Also present:  Lisa Humble, OSBI 
    Atty. Janet K. Ainsworth, DPS Legal Affairs 
    Jamie Howland, Environment Northeast 

Charles Rothenberger, Connecticut Fund for the 
Environment 
Bruce J. Spiewak, AIA, Consulting Architect, LLC 

    Frederick F. Wajcs, CL&P   
  

 
The subcommittee voted to accept the minutes of the October 15, 2009 meeting.  
Robert Hanbury, Michael Musco and Marjorie Shansky abstained. 
 
Chairman Louis Free reviewed the work done at the previous meeting: a 
comparison of the 2006 and 2009 editions of the International Energy 
Conservation Code for conflicts with the administrative provisions of the 2003 
International Building Code.  This is necessary because administrative provisions 
have been included in the IECC, making it a stand-alone document.    
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Lisa Humble presented Daniel Veronick’s comparison of Chapter 1, 
Administration, in the 2003, 2006 and 2009 editions of the IECC, as well as the 
2005 Connecticut Supplement to the State Building Code.  (See attached.) It was 
determined that more information was needed with respect to § 101.4.3 and 
more discussion was needed with respect to § 104.3.  All other recommendations 
were accepted.  
 
It was noted that Chapter 2, Definitions, does not include definitions of the terms 
vapor barrier, vapor retarder and mass wall.  These terms are defined in 
ANSI/ASHRAE/IESNA 90.1 – 2007, Energy Standard for Buildings Except Low-
rise Residential Buildings. 
 
Michael Musco advised that there is nothing substantially different in Chapter 3, 
Climate Zones. 
 
John Butkus discussed his review of Chapter 4, Residential Energy Efficiency.  
More information is needed regarding § 402.5.  He will bring a spreadsheet to the 
next meeting. 
 
Michael Musco reviewed Chapter 5, Commercial Energy Efficiency, indicating 
that it contains nothing problematic.  Section 505.6.3, which was added to the 
State Building Code, will need to be removed.  He noted use of the word 
“mandatory” in Section 505. 
 
The chair requested that Office of State Building Inspector staff begin drafting the 
amendment document so that it may be submitted to legal counsel for filing by 
January.  (Following initial filing, the adoption process takes up to a year.) 
 
A brief discussion was held concerning whether adoption of the 2009 IECC 
constitutes compliance with the language of Public Act 09-292.  The chair is of 
the opinion that the adoption of the standard is more stringent than what PA 09-
292 requires.  Charles Rothenberger of the Connecticut Fund for the 
Environment opined that adoption of the 2009 IECC is a baseline requirement 
and that some set of larger buildings would need to meet an enhanced energy 
performance standard found in a rating system. The subcommittee opted not to 
adopt a rating system because it would be difficult for local building officials to 
administer, the editions of the ratings systems are changing much more rapidly 
than are the codes and the ICC is developing a separate sustainability code that 
will be a superior tool in the context of a building code. 
 



The next meeting will be held on December 9, 2009 in Room 348 between 2:00 
and 4:00 p.m.  (The November 5, 2009 meeting was cancelled due to the 
unavailability of subcommittee members.) 
 
 

___/s/__________________________ 
      Louis Free, Chair 
      Codes Amendment Subcommittee 
CAS MN 11-18-09 
  
 
 


