
State Codes and Standards Committee 
Codes Amendment Subcommittee 

Minutes 
 

February 8, 2012 
 
 

1. Call to Order: The Chairman called to order the regular meeting of the Codes 
Amendment Subcommittee (“CAS”) of the State Codes and Standards 
Committee.  The meeting was held in the third floor conference room (room 348) 
at 1111 Country Club Road, Middletown, Connecticut. 

 
In Attendance: Louis Free, Chair 

John Butkus Henry Miga 
Donald Harwood Andrew Rizzo, Jr. 
John Jackman Frederick Wajcs 
 

Also present: David Bebrin, CL&P 
Joseph Kingston, Office of State Fire Marshal 
Bruce Spiewak, AIA Connecticut 
Daniel Tierney, Office of the State Building Inspector 
Daniel Veronick, Office of State Building Inspector 
Donald Vigneau, NEEP 
 

2. Communications: 
 
Correspondence dated January 30, 2012 received from Vernon D. Vesey II on 
February 6, 2012 submitting a code change proposal related to 2012 IRC 
Chapter 2 – Definitions, Bedroom.  Correspondence identified as 1-IRC. 
 

3. Old Business 
 
No action was taken with regard to old business. 
 

4. New Business 
 
The CAS and OSBI reviewed and took action on the following code change 
proposals and sections of the 2009 International Residential Code. 
 

1. 14-RC and 30-IRC - Section R313 Automatic Fire Sprinkler Systems.  
OSBI and CAS held an open discussion on the applicability of including 
the mandatory code requirement for automatic fire sprinkler system in all 
newly constructed One- and Two-Family Dwellings and townhouses 
taking into account the Connecticut Residential Fire Sprinkler Working 
Group Final Report that addressed the issues the CAS had previously 
raised regarding potential impediments in adopting Section R313 in the 
State of Connecticut. 
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The CAS acknowledges the benefits of fire sprinkler protection in One- 
and Two-Family Dwellings and townhouses, and supports the concept.  
However, like the 2009 IECC adopted in October 2011, there is an 
immediate need to adopt the 2009 IRC as soon as possible in an effort 
to work towards achieving compliance with the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act of 2009 (Stimulus Package) for grant dollars 
appropriated to Connecticut under the DOE Energy Programs – Energy 
Efficiency and Renewable Energy whereby the requirement that more 
stringent building energy codes be in place within 8 years of the date of 
enactment allowing for at least 90 percent of new and renovated 
residential and commercial building space be in compliance within that 
time period.  Due to this federal mandate for funds already distributed to 
Connecticut, there is not enough time to work through the impediments 
in adopting R313 in this code cycle, especially since many of the issues 
are outside the control of OSBI and the Codes and Standards 
Committee, such as the Department of Consumer Protection when it 
comes to licensing of fire sprinkler installers and Department of Energy 
and Environmental Protection Public Utility Regulation Authority for 
water purveyor concerns and logistics. 
 
A motion was made and second that due to the challenges, 
impediments, licensing issues, water purveyor concerns and logistics 
related to adopting fire sprinklers in the 2009 IRC, Section R313 will not 
be included in the 2009 code process and table for consideration in a 
future cycle, possibly the 2012 or 2015 code cycles, based on the 
resolution of issues and proactively addressing sprinklers as a future 
code inclusion objective.  The motion was approved. 
 
The CAS discussed keeping Section R313 as an optional requirement 
with provisions to take advantage of construction trade-offs in the event 
that fire sprinklers are to be provided in a newly constructed One- and 
Two-Family Dwelling or townhouse. 

 
2. R108.6  Work commencing before permit issuance.  Doing work 

without a permit is a violation of the building code and there is already a 
penalty in place associated with this violation.  OSBI contends that this 
provision is not required.  The request to delete R108.6 from the 2009 
IRC was approved. 
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3. OSBI requested clarification regarding not including radon construction 
standards in the proposed code.  One of the issues is associated with 
the Indoor Radon Potential Map for Connecticut (see below) which 
indicates that radon potential rating within a single municipality can 
contain multiple ratings, and in some cases all five ratings (Low, Low-
Moderate, Moderate, Moderate-High and High) depending on the 
location within the municipality (i.e. Glastonbury).  The OSBI will review 
the information and discuss with the CAS at a later date. 

5. Adjournment 
 
The next meeting will be held on February 22, 2012 at 1:00 PM in room 348. 

 
 
 

_____________________________ 
      Louis J. Free, Chair 
      Codes Amendment Subcommittee 
 

KEY: ICC International Code Council IRC International Residential Code 
IBC International Building Code NEC National Electrical Code 
IEBC International Existing Building Code NFPA National Fire Protection Association  
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