
State Codes and Standards Committee 
Codes Amendment Subcommittee 

Minutes 
 

April 14, 2010 
 
 

1. The Chairman called to order the regular meeting of the Codes Amendment 
Subcommittee of the State Codes and Standards Committee.  The meeting 
was held in the third floor conference room (room 348) at 1111 Country 
Club Road, Middletown, Connecticut. 

 
2. In Attendance: Louis Free, Chair 

John Butkus 
Thomas DiBlasi 
Robert Hanbury 
Don Harwood 
John Jackman 
Henry Miga  
Michael Musco 
Andrew Rizzo 
Michael Sinsigalli 
Frederick F. Wajcs 
William Zoeller 
 
 

Also present: Lisa Humble, SBI 
Barry Rickert, DSFM 
Terry Brouwer, OSFM 
Daniel Veronick, OSBI 
Atty. Janet K. Ainsworth, DPS Legal Affairs 
Don Vigneau, NEEP 
Mark Tebbets, NEEP 
Diane Harp Jones, AIA CT  
Joanne Rees, AIA CT 
Bruce Spiewak, AIA CT 

 
 
3. The minutes of the March 24, 2010 meeting will be reviewed at the next 

meeting, due to the recommendation of State Building Inspector Lisa 
Humble that certain changes be incorporated to emphasize her 
recommendations regarding 2009 International Energy Conservation Code 
(IECC) items (17) and (19). 

 



4. Terry Brouwer presented an historical perspective on the issue of residential 
sprinklers, including the results of a 1996 task force report.  An extended 
discussion followed.  Those participating stated that they recognized 
problems relating to cost, availability of water and the qualifications of 
installers. On the other hand, survivability studies show that people have 
less time to evacuate now than they did in the past. A number of 
participants said that they felt strongly that incentives are preferable to 
mandates.  An initial motion to remove a residential sprinkler requirement 
from the 2009 International Residential Code (IRC) while creating a cross-
disciplinary review panel to study the issue, was amended to accept the 
sprinkler language in the 2009 IRC as an incentive option, rather than as a 
mandate.  The 2009 IRC will then have to be amended to return to the code 
certain requirements relating to the fire resistance of construction materials 
and techniques. The presence of a sprinkler requirement results in less 
stringent requirements for construction materials and techniques.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 

 
5. Communications / Code Change Proposals 
 

5.1. 1-IRC:  This code change proposal has been identified as 1-IRC.  
The committee reviewed and acted on a recommendation submitted 
by Joseph J. Summers to amend section IRC § R202 – Definitions to 
define a garage as “A space used for storing a vehicle or vehicles.”  
The proposal was rejected as unwarranted.  Dan Veronick notes that 
a garage is defined by complying with Section R309.  Additionally, 
interpretation I-27-09 addresses this issue. 

 
6. Chairman Louis Free said that he hoped that a draft of amendments to the 

2009 IECC would be available for review at the next meeting. 
 
 
The next meeting will be held on April 28, 2010 in Room 348, beginning at 1:00 
p.m.   
 
 
 
 
 

___/s/__________________________ 
      Louis Free, Chair 
      Codes Amendment Subcommittee 
CAS MN 4-14-10 


