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“EMPLOYMENT FIRST” KICK OFF!
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“Employment First” is about the vision of making employment 

the first priority for people with disabilities
May 23, 2008

9:00-12:30

NEAT Marketplace

Holcomb Street

Hartford, CT

Audience:  Individuals served by DDS and their family members, DDS employees, private agencies and  community employers, school transition employees

An “Employment First” vision means:

· expecting, encouraging, providing, creating and rewarding integrated employment in the workforce

· at minimum or competitive wages and benefits

· as the first option for working-age youth and adults with disabilities

· including those with complex and significant disabilities, for whom job placement in the past has been limited, or has not traditionally occurred.

Come learn about the CT DDS Employment First vision and how the vision will be implemented over the coming years.  Presenters will include the DDS Commissioner and Deputy Commissioner and speakers from SELN (State Employment Leadership Network), Connect-Ability (CT’s  Medicaid Infrastructure Grant), APSE (Association of Persons in Supported Employment), and employers.  A variety of written employment related information and resources will also be available to session participants at Employment Resource Tables.  
TENTATIVE AGENDA

8:30-9:00 
Arrival and check-in

9:00-9:10
Welcome & Introductions

9:10-9:30
CT Employment First - Commissioner O’Meara and Deputy Commissioner Kathryn duPree

9:30-9:45
A Word from Consumers

9:45-10:15
National Employment Perspective:  State Employment Leadership Network Staff

10:15-10:30
Break

10:30-11:00
Connecticut’s Big Picture: Connect-Ability-Amy Porter, Department of Social Services, Bureau of Rehabilitation Services 

11:00-11: 20
Employer Support – BLN Business Leadership Network – Regina Stankaitis, Travelers

11:20-11:30
Getting Connected – APSE – Karen McMahon

11:30-12:15
Small Groups

· What can Families do to promote employment?

· What can Self Advocates do to promote employment?

· What can Providers do to promote employment?

· What can DDS do to promote employment?

12:15-12:30
DDS Action Plan

Registration Form

“Employment First” Kickoff!

5/23/08 
Please use a separate registration form for each person

I will be attending the “Employment First”  Kickoff on:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 May 23  

The session will be held from 9:00 AM – 12:30 PM at the NEAT Marketplace, 23 Holcomb Street, Hartford CT . You will not receive a confirmation. You will be only be notified if no space is available in the session. 

	First Name:      

	Last Name:      

	Job Title if applicable:      

	Provider Agency if applicable:      

	Telephone:      

	email (optional):      


Return by FAX or email to:

attn: 
Robin Wood


460 Capitol Avenue


Hartford, CT 06106

FAX: (860) 418-6003

email: robin.wood@ct.gov
Directions to NEAT

	Located on the corner of 
Holcomb and Coventry Streets 
(on the property of CIB/Oak Hill) 
in Hartford, CT.
PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=Map to  The NEAT Marketplace"

	91 North
Exit 35 B - keep left on exit. Turn left onto Cottage Grove Road (Rt 218), follow to intersection of Blue Hills Avenue (Rt 187). Turn left onto Blue Hills Avenue; follow to 4th light (Holcomb Street); turn left onto Holcomb Street. Turn left at bottom of the hill on Coventry St. NEAT driveway is your next left.
84 East
to 91 North follow directions above
91 South
Exit 35 B - turn right on exit. Turn right onto Cottage Grove Road (Rt 218), follow to intersection of Blue Hills Avenue (Rt 187). Turn left onto Blue Hills Avenue; follow to 4th light (Holcomb Street); turn left onto Holcomb Street. Turn left at bottom of the hill on Coventry St. NEAT driveway is your next left. 
84 West
(from East of Vernon) Exit right onto 291. Follow to Rt 218, at light turn left onto Cottage Grove Road (Rt 218), follow to intersection of Blue Hills Avenue (Rt 187). Turn left onto Blue Hills Avenue; follow to 4th light (Holcomb Street); turn left onto Holcomb Street. Turn left at bottom of the hill on Coventry St. NEAT driveway is your next left. 


