
Coastal Permits
Potential Environmental Impacts:

The placement of structures on or over coastal waters and resources, dredging
of marina basins, and filling of coastal waters and wetlands can degrade or
eliminate coastal resources, which have economic, aesthetic, recreational, and
environmental value. CT-DEP’s Office of Long Island Sound Programs (OLISP)
coastal regulatory programs are designed to balance the protection of coastal
resources with the wise use of the coastal area.

Legal Requirements:

• Dredging, the erection of structures, and the placement of fill, and work
incidental thereto, in the tidal, coastal, or navigable waters of the state
waterward of the high tide line are regulated by the CT-DEP [CGS §22a-

359(a)]. It is necessary to obtain all required authorizations from CT-DEP
prior to conducting work such as dredging (including maintenance
dredging), construction or placement of new docks, pilings, ramps, floats,
piers, travel lift wells, seawalls, bulkheads, rip rap, stormwater outfall
pipes, and/or mooring fields waterward of the high tide line in the tidal,
coastal, or navigable waters of the state.

• The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE) has jurisdiction over the
above-listed activities in tidal, coastal, or navigable waters as well,
pursuant to Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 [33 USC §401

et seq.], and Section 404 of the Clean Water Act [33 USC §1344 et seq.]. Call the
ACOE at (800) 343-4789 for more information. 

• Installation, upgrade, or repair of a fixed pumpout station, if it or any
part of it is waterward of the high tide line, requires registration with CT-
DEP under a General Permit for Pumpout Facilities [CGS §22a-361(d)]. If the
facility receives Clean Vessel Act funding, no registration is required.

• Floating homes, or houses on barges not capable of self-navigation, are
considered non-water-dependent structures, obstructions, or
encroachments and are subject to regulation by the CT-DEP [CGS §22a-

359(a)]. As such, floating homes should not be allowed at any marina
facility. 

Best Management Practices:

✪ Design all marina expansions to minimize adverse impacts on basin
flushing, water quality, and adjacent coastal resources including shellfish
beds, wetlands, and submerged aquatic vegetation.

✪ Keep copies of all coastal permits in an easily accessible file. As
management changes, pass on the information about coastal permits to
the incoming marina manager.

✪ Keep all docks, floats, and bulkheads in good working order by
conducting routine maintenance (see sidebar). Certain activities such as
rebuilding, reconstructing, or reestablishing to a preexisting condition and
dimension any structure, fill, obstruction, or encroachment, including
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A permittee is
allowed to conduct “routine
maintenance” on an authorized
(has permit, certificate of
permission, or was constructed
pre-1939) structure without
having to obtain an additional
permit. Routine maintenance
means: 

• replacement and repair of out-
of-water structures (surfaces
of docks, piers, wharves, and
bridges);

• replacement or repair of up to
25% of all approved pilings in
any one year; and

• seasonal installation,
reinstallation or repair of
floating docks, as long as
location, dimension, elevation,
and materials remain as
approved.

“Routine maintenance” does
NOT apply to dredging or to
bulkhead repairs.



maintenance dredging are considered “substantial maintenance” and may
be eligible for a Certificate of Permission, an abbreviated authorization
process allowed under CGS §22a-363b. 

✪ Before doing ANY work that you think might be in the state’s permitting
jurisdiction, contact OLISP at (860) 424-3034 to discuss the work that
you would like to do or to schedule a pre-application meeting. Some of
the maintenance work you want to do may not require any prior
authorization or may be eligible for a shortened permit process.

Checklist for Clean Marina Certification: 

✔ Do you keep your pumpout facility in good working order? 

YES NO N/A
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