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Hi Kim, 
  
Thanks for your email. We looked through the information contained in the letter by FHI on the 
construction of the new drainage channel connecting the marine basin and a portion of the 
existing channel. The existing channel which connects to the marine basin is non-functioning and 
instead will remain in place due to contaminants from past discharges at the site.  
  
The letter requests a determination on impacts to EFH, however we will provide 
formal comments during the Corps review process.   
  
Our preliminary concerns are related to potential turbidity and sedimentation impacts from the 
excavation of the new channel. The letter includes several minimization techniques and best 
management practices that will be used during the construction process. Specifically, turbidity 
barriers are proposed around the work area downstream of the new channel to contain sediments. 
Turbidity and erosion controls should generally be installed or removed outside of the time of 
year restriction (2/1 through 5/31 for winter flounder in CT). However, once they are in place, 
work could continue behind them at any time.     
  
Additional concerns would be to ensure appropriate amount of mitigation and monitoring for any 
salt marsh impacts.   
  
Please contact me with any questions or if you'd like to discuss further. 
  
Thanks, 
Jenna 

 


