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Overview 

Section 22a-6v of the General Statutes of Connecticut requires the Commissioner of the Department of Energy & 
Environmental Protection to submit a report to the joint standing committee of the General Assembly having 
cognizance of matters relating to finance, revenue and bonding and to the State Bond Commission each month.  The 
report provides information on the acquisition of land or interests in land by the state, a municipality, water 
company or nonprofit organization using funds authorized for the Open Space and Watershed Land Acquisition 
Program established under Sections 7-131d and the Recreation and Natural Heritage Trust Program established 
under Sections 23-73 to 23-79 of the Connecticut General Statutes. 

 

Open Space and Watershed Land Acquisition Grant Program 

The Open Space and Watershed Land Acquisition Grant Program provides grants to municipalities and private 
nonprofit land conservation organizations for the acquisition of open space land and to water companies to acquire 
land to be classified as Class I or Class II watershed land.  The State of Connecticut receives a conservation and public 
access easement on property acquired to ensure that the property will be protected and available to residents of 
Connecticut as open space in perpetuity.  The following grants were closed in April 2016.  Additional information on 
these projects follows. 

 

Sponsor Project Acres 

Town of Burlington Taine Mountain Preserve II, Burlington 105.0815 

Cornwall Conservation Trust, Inc. Cooley Farm (Easement), Cornwall       83.55 

Cornwall Conservation Trust, Inc. Trinity Camp Project, Cornwall     304.5904 
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Taine Mountain Preserve II 
Town of Burlington 
Fee Acquisition 
 

                              
 

                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This property compliments the existing 210-acre Taine Mountain Preserve I, owned by The Nature 
Conservancy, Inc. and the Burlington Land Trust.  The property contains trails that connect to Nassahegan 
State Forest and lead to miles of interconnected trails including the Tunxis Trail and the Blue Trail system.  
The parcel contains valuable wildlife habitat and the headwaters of Punch Brook, a tributary of Burlington 
Brook and the Farmington River.  The Taine Mountain Preserve and surrounding open space are located 
within a relatively unfragmented forest block of 7,000 acres that includes state land, water company land 
and land trust property.  It will be open to the public for hiking, exploration and nature study.  
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Cornwall Conservation Trust, Inc. 
Cooley Farm, Cornwall  
Easement Acquisition  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Cooley property consists of open hayfields, wooded forests and wetlands providing a varied and high 
quality habitat for many wildlife species.  The property is within the Housatonic River Outer Corridor and 
part of the Upper Housatonic Valley National Heritage Corridor, featuring stone walls and scenic views 
along a well-traveled tourist corridor to and from the popular covered bridge in West Cornwall.  The 
Cooley Farm contains soils designated as both prime and important farmland.  It has important historic 
value, having been in agricultural use continuously since the mid-18th century.  The farm is surrounded on 
all sides by undeveloped land, much of it actively farmed.  Some of these properties are permanently 
protected and planning is underway to secure conservation easements on much of the remainder.  The 
Cornwall Conservation Trust, Inc. partnered with the State of CT DEEP and with the U.S. Natural 
Resources Conservation Service Farm and Ranchlands Protection Program to preserve this property.  A 
rudimentary trail network already exists but will be improved upon, providing a public access trail for 
hikers, birders, winter sports and environmental education. 
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Cornwall Conservation Trust, Inc. 
Trinity Camp Project, Cornwall  
Fee Acquisition  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The 304+ acre Trinity Camp property is 
located in a rural forest block of the 
Northeastern Highlands Region, one of 
the most important conservation areas 
in CT, encompassing the Appalachian 
Mountain Range.  It is adjacent to the 
665 acre Housatonic State Forest, the 47 
acre Cornwall Conservation Trust 
Brokaw Preserve and proximate to 
numerous land trust protected 
properties.  It is situated in a cirque 
formed by Mine Mountain to the south, 
Buck Mountain to the east and Green 
Mountain to the north.  It contains 
upland forest, two upland wetlands, 
8000 LF of streams, ridgeline and 
outcrop features.  The landscape typifies 
the rural aesthetic of northwestern 
Connecticut with mountain and valley 
features, extensive forest cover, 
wetlands, open fields, working farmland 
and stone walls.  It is situated a mere 
150 LF from the main stem of the 
Housatonic River and rises over 800 
vertical feet above it.  This acquisition 
will protect upland wetlands and 
streams that flow directly into the 
Housatonic River.  Because of its scale 
and topographic features, the forest 
block harbors an exceptional array of 
habitats, community types, rare species 
and old forest groves.  An existing trail 
network will provide opportunities to 
connect to the Housatonic State Forest 
trail network, already attractive to 
hikers, birders, hunters, brook fishers 
and winter sports enthusiasts.   
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Recreation and Natural Heritage Trust Program 

The Recreation and Natural Heritage Trust Program is the State of Connecticut’s primary program for the acquisition 
of lands for the beneficial use and enjoyment of the public as additions to the State’s system of parks, forests, 
wildlife, fisheries and natural resource management areas.  The program acquires land that represents the 
ecological diversity of Connecticut, including natural features such as rivers, mountainous areas, coastal systems and 
their natural areas, in order to ensure the conservation of such land for recreational, scientific, educational, cultural 
and aesthetic purposes.  The following acquisition was closed in April 2016.  Additional information on this project 
follows. 

 
Property 

Name 
Location Cooperator Match 

Share 
Fee 

Acreage 
Easement 

Restrictions 
or R.O.W. 

State Purchase 
Price 

Purpose of 
Acquisition 

Prospect Hill 
Associates Colchester U.S. Fish & 

Wildlife 100% 108.65 -- $450,000.00 Add to Meadow 
Brook WMA 

 
Prospect Hill Associates, LLP Property 
Colchester 
Fee Acquisition 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Prospect Hill Associates, LLP property consists of a 108.65 acre parcel of land located on the southwesterly 
side of Prospect Hill Road, Colchester.  The property abuts the new Meadow Brook Wildlife Management Area.  
Funding was provided by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service through a Pittman-Robertson grant.  The acquisition of 
this property provides an opportunity to expand the existing Wildlife Management Area and will enhance both 
recreational and hunting opportunities in the area.  


