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Overview

Section 22a-6v of the General Statutes of Connecticut requires the Commissioner of the Department of Energy &
Environmental Protection to submit a report to the joint standing committee of the General Assembly having
cognizance of matters relating to finance, revenue and bonding and to the State Bond Commission each month. The
report provides information on the acquisition of land or interests in land by the state, a municipality, water
company or nonprofit organization using funds authorized for the Open Space and Watershed Land Acquisition
Program established under Sections 7-131d and the Recreation and Natural Heritage Trust Program established
under Sections 23-73 to 23-79 of the Connecticut General Statutes.

Open Space and Watershed Land Acquisition Grant Program

The Open Space and Watershed Land Acquisition Grant Program provides grants to municipalities and private
nonprofit land conservation organizations for the acquisition of open space land and to water companies to acquire
land to be classified as Class | or Class Il watershed land. The State of Connecticut receives a conservation and public
access easement on property acquired to ensure that the property will be protected and available to residents of
Connecticut as open space in perpetuity. The following grants were closed in August 2016. Additional information
on these projects follows.

Sponsor Project Acres
Town of Redding & Redding Land Trust, Inc. | Biehn Property, Redding 34.704

The New Roxbury Land Trust, Inc. Manchester Property, Union 83.937




Town of Redding & Redding Land Trust, Inc.

Biehn Property, Redding
Fee Acquisition
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Key Trail System Connections
Made Possible by Biehn Tract Acquisition
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The Town of Redding, the Redding
Land Trust, Aquarion Water
Company of Connecticut, the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Natural
Resources Conservation Service and
the State of Connecticut DEEP all
participated in the funding of this
acquisition, which protects and
complements existing open space
and Class | Watershed within the
Centennial Watershed State Forest.
It provides a valuable resource for
passive recreation and links the
Redding Trail System in the western
Saugatuck Valley with those to the
east, getting closer to the eastern
Aspetuck Valley area trails and
Huntington Park.  This purchase
protects the water supply, wildlife
habitat and natural resources. The
property contains three streams
which are tributaries to the
Saugatuck Reservoir, a ridgeline,
inland wetlands and areas having
slopes greater than 20%.




The New Roxbury Land Trust, Inc.
Manchester Property, Union
Fee Acquisition

Parking and Hiking Access
to Nipmuck State Forest
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Hiking and Wildiife Observation

This acquisition consists of two tracts abutting the Nipmuck State Forest. The northerly tract
contains 30.912 acres of forest and the southerly tract contains 53.025 acres of mixed hardwood
forest and a hayfield. This acquisition protects the high quality water and habitat of the Still River,
Natchaug River and Quinebaug River Basins. It preserves the rural and forested landscape and helps
sustain and buffer the healthy forest systems of the Nipmuck and Natchaug State Forests, the Yale-
Myers Forest and privately owned working forests in northeastern Connecticut. These parcels
maintain habitat connectivity and provide critical intact riparian and wildlife corridors.




Recreation and Natural Heritage Trust Program

The Recreation and Natural Heritage Trust Program is the State of Connecticut’s primary program for the acquisition of
lands for the beneficial use and enjoyment of the public as additions to the State’s system of parks, forests, wildlife,
fisheries and natural resource management areas. The program acquires land that represents the ecological diversity
of Connecticut, including natural features such as rivers, mountainous areas, coastal systems and their natural areas, in
order to ensure the conservation of such land for recreational, scientific, educational, cultural and aesthetic purposes.

There were no Recreation and Natural Heritage Trust Program acquisitions closed in August 2016.



