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Stewardship Permits: 
The Next Best Thing to Completion



Protect human health and the 
environment

Remove cleanup uncertainty so that we 
can restore and revitalize our urban 

centers

Guide growth to 
preserve open land

Preserve 
cultural & historic resources

Promote and maintain a 
sustainable economy

Goals of RCRA Stewardship Permits



Let’s answer your questions
Why am I here?

Now that I know what I must do, 
why am I still here?

How do I get out of RCRA?

What if I can’t get out?



Why are you here?
[How did you get into this?]

• Somebody filed a Part A application to be a 
Treatment, Storage, or Disposal Facility

• So the facility is committed to either:
– cleaning up by the time the permit is issued, or
– committing to a schedule to clean up and assuring 

financial responsibility.

• Cleaning up means addressing past releases, 
even if they occurred prior to RCRA



Now that you know that you must complete 
sitewide cleanup…

Are you thinking…



�To exit RCRA interim status without a permit, you must 
complete unit closure and sitewide corrective action 

�State/EPA can concurrently terminate RCRA interim status 
and approve remediation when endpoints achieved--so get 
the regulators to be clear about your endpoints

How do I get OUT?



How?
• Understand existing environmental conditions
• Share with DEP/EPA your business needs:

– your timing constraints, 
– ownership transfer plans,
– plans to separate or combine parcels, etc.

• Propose schedule
• Set clear expectations
• Document decisions so that they don’t have to be 

revisited if cleanup process outlasts the regulator
• Revise schedule as needed 
• Stay focused on results, not process



�Committed to cleaning up

�Motivated to resolve uncertainty

�Clear on your responsibility for 
long-term stewardship

Now that you know what you must do, 
why are you still here?   Are you…?



Sometimes it is easy to 
see when cleanup is 

done…



If you’re really done, get out

• Ensure public participation in proposed 
remedial action and proposed 
completion

• Document completion of cleanup
• Memorialize that remediation is 

complete
• If not yet permitted, get DEP to 

terminate your interim status



What if  I can’t get out?



Sometimes it’s not so clear 
when things are 
really done. 

And it’s hard to keep track 
of what needs long-term 
monitoring.



• EPA/States prefer permanent remedies 
and restoration. 

• Still, cleanup standards are risk-based: 
and not all cleanups result in unrestricted 
use.

• So when needed, we rely on engineering 
and institutional controls to protect people 
and the environment.



Long-Term Stewardship



Completion vs. 
The Next Best Thing

• When Cleanup is Complete, exit RCRA facility status by 
determining remediation is complete and no permit is 
needed.

• When there is still cleanup work ahead, move from 
interim status to permitted status—to reduce future 
permitting or enforcement uncertainty

• Or, if a permitted facility, use permit to document 
stewardship obligations in a schedule that makes sense



Because not all sites will be cleaned up in 
the very near future.

Why do we need Stewardship Permits?



The Next Best Thing to Completion:
A Permit with a Schedule

• Can communicate the facility’s status to 
banks and insurance underwriters 

• Can balance current cleanup costs with 
phased-in financial assurance obligations

• Can spell out long-term obligations 

• Keeps you and the regulators focused on 
results instead of process





Defines long-term obligations of permit holder

Provides public participation in cleanup

Documents cleanup as it is completed 

Phases in financial assurance obligations

Stewardship Permit



Final Guidance on Completion of 
Corrective Action Activities at 

RCRA Facilities

• 02-25-03 Federal Register       
[68 FR 8757]  

• http://www.epa.gov/epaoswer/
hazwaste/ca/resource/guidance/gen_ca/compfedr.pdf
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Information Resources
• EPA National Corrective Action Website
• http://www.epa.gov/correctiveaction/

• CT DEP Stewardship Permit fact sheet 
http://www.ct.gov/dep/cwp/view.asp?a=2709&q=324196&depNav_GID=1643

• CT DEP Financial Assurance links 
http://www.ct.gov/dep/cwp/view.asp?A=2718&Q=325458

• EPA Corrective Action Guidance
http:// www.epa.gov/epaoswer/hazwaste/ca/guidance.htm
http://www.epa.gov/epaoswer/hazwaste/ca/backgnd.htm

• EPA RCRA Regulations, Corrective Action documents
http://www.epa.gov/correctiveaction/resource/rules.htm



Looking to the Future: 2020 Vision
• Revitalization

http://www.epa.gov/swerrims/landrevitalization/index.htm

• Long-Term Stewardship
http://www.epa.gov/cleanup/pdfs/lts_fact_sheet_1006.pdf

• One Cleanup Program
http://www.epa.gov/swerrims/onecleanupprogram/index.htm

• Universe of Corrective Action Facilities 
2020 Cleanup Baseline
http://www.epa.gov/epaoswer/hazwaste/ca/facility.htm#2020

• Corrective Action Training
http://www.epa.gov/epaoswer/hazwaste/ca/training.htm

• EPA’s Handbook of Groundwater Protection & Cleanup Policies
http://www.epa.gov/correctiveaction/resource/guidance/gw/gwhandbk/gwhndbk.htm\

• Interstate Technology & Regulatory Council
http://www.itrcweb.org



EPA Likes Stewardship Permits too!

Outstanding Use of Innovative Approaches [State Team]
RCRA Corrective Action

EPA National Notable Achievement Awards 
May 20, 2008


