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Welcome to Sound Outlook!

"[am pleased to introduce Sound Outlook, a newsletter designed to
&provide news about the Department of Environmental Protection’s
(DEP) efforts to preserve and protect Long Island Sound (LIS) and its
coastal resources. Through each issue, the latest on current projects,
events, i~nd information, as well as tips on how we can all help protect "
the health of the Sound, will be highlighted¯

The title of this newsletter. "Sound Outlook"--=yes, a play on
words--describes the direction in which the State is now heading.
Through the combined efforts of DEP, the federal government, munici-
palities, non-profits and concerned citizens, a positive difference in the
health of Long Island Sound has been made. Using a team approach is
the ot~ly way new hurdles will be overcome in the 21st century.

As the year 2000 approaches, the State will celebrate the.twentieth
anniversary of C01anecti~ut’s Coastal Management Program. and the
fifteenth a~niversary of the Long Island Sound Study National Estuary
Program. It is a time to reflect on .how far the State has come in envi-
ronmental protection, and to plan for the future. Long Island Sound is
cleafier than it has been in¯the last 100 years. The coastal area supports
over 13,500 acres of healthy tidal wetlands; provides ess6ntial habitat .
for myriad bird species; recreational value, for fishing, swimming and
boating enthusiasts; and supports a thriving economy based .on a vari:
ety of water-dependent uses, including one of the. top oyster industries
in the country.                                         "

Of course, there are still problems that need to be solved¯ With ihe
public’s help and support, the Department of Environmental Protection
will continue to restore and protect. Long Island Sound and its coastal
res?urces for future’ generations to enjoy. We look forward to keeping
you !nformed and involved, in part, through Spund~qtlook.

Arthur J. Roc1~ue, Jr.
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