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Revised Stream Flow Regulations - August, 2010
Classification

Eff ti D t
Minimum Required Release

Class 2 - Release 75% of Natural Inflow
Class 3 - Release According to Rule Below: Dams with Watersheds < 3 square miles, 

Reservoirs in Series, 
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Operate Structure in a Manner that 

Minimizes the Impact on Streamflow while 
Order Authority by the Commissioner for River 
Segments Not Meeting the Narrative Standard

Bioperiod Effective Dates Antecedent 
Period Dry

Antecedent 
Period Wet

Overwinter Dec 1- Feb 28/29 Bioperiod Q95
Habitat Forming Mar 1 – Apr 30 Bioperiod Q95

Clupeid Spawning May 1 – May 31 Bioperiod Q95
Resident Spawning June 1 – June 30 Bioperiod Q90

Rearing and Growth July 1- Oct 31 Bioperiod 
Q80

Bioperiod 
Q50

Salmonid Spawning Nov 1 – Nov 30 Bioperiod Q90

Class 4 - Release Rearing and Growth Bioperiod Q80 
or Natural Inflow, whichever is less

,
Reservoirs with Usable Storage < 100 MG,

Dams without Consumptive Diversions

Release Rearing and Growth Bioperiod Q80 or 
Natural Inflow, whichever is less

Consider Factors 
Indicative of the 

Degree of Human 
Alteration of 

Natural Stream 
Flow

Develop Draft 
Stream Flow 

Classes in 
Consultation with 

DPH

Propose Stream
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Approved Flow Management Compact, Diversion Permit, Variance Procedure 
Requests
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e Drought Conditions - Reduce Releases in Step Fashion - Consistent with Water Supply 

Triggers
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 S Minimizes the Impact on Streamflow while 

Still Providing for Legitimate Needs
Segments Not Meeting the Narrative StandardPropose Stream 

Flow Classification, 
Public Notice, and 
Solicit Comment

Adopt Stream Flow 
Classifications

If Classification 
Change Proposed, 
60 Day Comment 

Period
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ed Diversions Not Requiring Permit, LargeTidal Rivers,                            
Public Safety Withdrawals
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Systems with Margin of Safety < 1.15 - Can Request Additional Time for Compliance
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