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MARLA ACKERLEY, L.C.S.W., works in a high-volume, state-operated 45-day substance abuse treatment program where she serves as a member and coordinator of a multidisciplinary clinical team. As a Navy Veteran, military veterans are routinely referred to her case load. Through her interest and expertise in working with individuals struggling with trauma-related issues, she provides leadership in assuring trauma-informed and trauma-integrated care.  She also has extensive experience working with the state and federal departments of Veterans’ Affairs, as well as with individuals who are justice-involved. Additionally, she serves as an advisor to the DMHAS Veterans Services and as liaison between the Connecticut Military Support Program (MSP) and Connecticut Valley Hospital Addiction Services.   

MAGGIE AMARA, L.P.C., L.A.D.C, has worked over 15 years as an addiction professional in all levels of care.  Ms. Amara is an adjunct faculty member at Manchester Community College's Drug and Alcohol Recovery Counselor Program and Central Connecticut State University's Counseling and Family Therapy Department.  

ABBY ANDERSON, M.S., L.P.C., C.E.A.P., is a Certified Employee Assistance Professional who holds a Master’s degree in counseling and school psychology and is working in both inpatient and outpatient settings.

JOYCE ARMSTRONG, M.A., has been employed professionally in vocational rehabilitation counseling for more than 30 years.  For the past 11 years, she has specialized in the field of Benefits Counseling and is currently the senior staff member of the Connect to Work Project, a new program of the Bureau of Rehabilitation Services (B.R.S.) that provides individualized counseling on state and federal benefits throughout Connecticut.  

SUSAN ARANOFF, J.D., is an attorney who has practiced in the area of civil rights and the rights of people with disabilities for 15 years. She has been a staff attorney at Connecticut Legal Rights Project, Inc. since 2001.

WENDY BASSETT, L.C.S.W., is an outpatient psychotherapist at the VA Medical Center's PTSD/Anxiety Clinic in West Haven, CT. She specializes in treating soldiers and veterans from the current conflicts in Iraq (OIF) and Afghanistan (OEF) and those with histories including combat, childhood, sexual, and other military related trauma. Wendy utilizes a variety of therapies, including Cognitive Processing Therapy for PTSD, psychodynamic and short term supportive models, as well as group, family, and couples therapy.  Prior to social work, she worked for many years in the non-profit sector in media relations, special event planning, and fund development. 
VIVIEN BERGL, L.C.S.W., C.E.A.P., is a Program Coordinator and serves the Hartford Hospital and Connecticut Children’s Medical Center.  Ms. Bergl brings sixteen years of E.A.P. experience from The Travelers, Make It Work, E.A.P and Shapiro Associates. Prior to her E.A.P. positions, she worked for 10 years in outpatient mental health and child welfare. She also has training and significant experience in Critical Incident Stress Debriefings.

UMA BHAN, M.A., C.C.D.P., I.C.C.D.P., is Director of Employment and Residential Services at Mental Health Association of Connecticut, Inc., in Waterbury. She has more than 22 years experience working with people with mental health issues and co-occurring disorders. She was instrumental in starting the Choices Work Services Program in Waterbury in 1988. She also directs the Pilot Employment Program in West Hartford for people who are deaf and hearing impaired.

LEE-ANN BOATWRIGHT, M.A., is the Curriculum Manager for the D.M.H.A.S. Division of Safety Services. She has extensive experience in residential and community-based services for persons with mental retardation and those with mental illness - specializing in persons who experience behavioral challenges.  Lee-Ann's consultation and training background includes work at the DAS Personal Development Center, several community colleges and the University of CT Health Center, with a focus on team and leadership development.

PETER BOYLE, M.A., M.S., has worked for over 30 years as a Vocational Rehabilitation Counselor for the Bureau of Rehabilitation Services.  Mr. Boyle has developed an expertise in the area of employment for persons with criminal records, presenting at state and national conferences.

ELLEN S. BOYNTON, B.A, is the Training Program Coordinator for the Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services in the Office of Multicultural Affairs. Her current responsibilities include: developing curriculum and training programs to assist workers in becoming culturally competent, and having an impact on health care disparities; Multicultural Training (Curriculum Development and Trainer Coordination), and managing the training for the Project for Addiction Cultural Competence Training (PACCT) for DMHAS Office of Multicultural Affairs.  She is a member of the DMHAS Multicultural Advisory Council. She has over 25 years of program management, training, and facilitation in CT and the New England Region.

THOMAS E. BROFFMAN, Ph.D, L.I.C.S.W., LCDP, L.C.D.S., C.E.A.P., is an assistant professor and Coordinator of Field Education in the BSW program at Eastern CT State University.  He has a BSW and a MSW from the University of Pittsburgh and a Ph.D. from Boston College, Graduate School of Social Work. His doctoral dissertation was Gender Differences in MH & SA Disorders as Predictors of Gambling Disorders.  He is the Dual Diagnosis Coordinator at the RI Dept. of Mental Health & Retardation, Eleanor Slater Hospital in Cranston, RI. He is a regionally known trainer and consultant.  He has been a Motivational Interviewing (MI) trainer and practitioner for over 16 years. He worked as a trainer and consultant with a variety of human service agencies to integrate MI into their programs and service delivery systems.  He was involved in a multi-year project integrating MI into 16 of the 44 adult residential substance abuse programs in Massachusetts.  In 2006, he was awarded the Social Worker of the Year in Addictions by the RI Chapter of the National Association of Social Workers.

DORINE BROGAN, L.C.S.W., is a Clinical Supervisor for Acquired Brain Injury Community Services with DMHAS.  Dorine has over 7 years with extensive experience in preparing petitions, motions, summaries and client documentations for court.  

R.DOUGLAS BRUCE, M.D., is an Assistant Professor of Internal Medicine at Yale New-Haven Hospital.  He received his medical degree from UT Southwestern Medical School and did his residency in Internal Medicine at the Parkland Memorial Hospital in Dallas, TX. He was an Attending Physician in the AIDS Program and Infectious Disease Section for Yale-New Haven Hospital. Prior to his current faculty position he was Director of the Yale AIDS Program – Ukraine Training Program on Opioid Substitution Treatments and he is Medical Director at the South Central Rehabilitation Center for the Hill Health Corporation. Dr. Bruce is committed to embarking upon a career as an academic patient-oriented clinical researcher in the management of patients with substance abuse and its complications, including HIV and hepatitis C.

JOANNE T. BUTLER, MSW, is a Supervising Clinician in the Rehabilitation Services Department at Southwest Connecticut Mental Health System in the Department of Mental Health & Addiction Services. She has worked for more than 15 years with children and families affected by HIV/AIDS; children in Foster Care and Residential Systems; adults with developmental and physical disabilities; and adults with mental health issues and co-occurring disorders. She also teaches at the University of Bridgeport and Albertus Magnus College.

MARC CHARTIER is the Continuous Quality Improvement Coordinator/ Privacy Officer at Marrakech, Inc. in New Haven, CT, a DMHAS-funded agency.  As part of his work he also designs and conducts courses for continuing staff education and the Marrakech, Inc., Academy for Human Services Training. He is a long-standing consultant and trainer for the Multicultural Leadership Institute, Inc. His areas of focus include Clinical and Prevention Guidelines and Best Practices for Mental and Behavioral Health Professionals in the areas of Multicultural Theory and Practice, European American Culture, French Canadian Culture, and Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgendered Culture. He also trains for the Project for Addictions Cultural Competency Training (PACCT) program, and for the Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services’ Multicultural Cohort training program and Multicultural Institutes. Marc is an active Member, Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services (DMHAS), Office of Multicultural Affairs (OMA), State Multicultural Advisory Council, a Co-chair, DMHAS Region II Multicultural Advisory Council, and the Chair of the Marrakech, Inc., Multicultural Advisory Council.
JOHN CHIECHI, has over 15 years experience providing services to homeless persons and veterans, first through his work at emergency shelters in Hartford and New Haven, and later, through his service with the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs. For many years Mr. Chiechi served as a member of Veteran Administration’s Assertive Community Treatment team.  He currently oversees the V.A. Homeless Provider Grant and Per Diem Program in Connecticut. 

JANINE CORDERO is a License and Applications Specialist for the Practitioner Licensing and Investigations section of the Connecticut Department of Public Health.
KARINA DANVERS, M.A., is Director of the Connecticut A.I.D.S. Education and Training Center at Yale School of Nursing. Ms. Danvers has worked in the A.I.D.S. field for over 17 years and has received numerous awards for her work, providing information on realistic and workable tools regarding H.I.V./A.I.D.S. that can be implemented by providers, patients, and communities.  

BRIAN DUNPHY, M.S., has been involved in supported employment since 1999 in various capacities ranging from employment specialist in a non-profit agency; to staff at the One Stop Center.  Currently, he provides employment supports at S.M.H.A. in Norwich, serving on multiple statewide committees and assisting with training development. 
PAT RISTAINO DUTTON R.N.C., M.S., M.L.A.D.C., L.C.S., has been in the field of in mental health and substance abuse in both hospital and community settings. She has been in private counseling practice for 15 years and 25 years as an educational consultant. She has extensive teaching experience in both community and professional education including radio and television as well as work shop and conference presentations focused on various aspects of mental health and addiction. She is the past president of the NH Counselors Association and the recipient of both Lifetime Achievement award and Lifetime Advocacy Award from the NH ADACA. She has lectured at several colleges in both NH and NJ. Pat has also served as a technology transfer specialist for the ATTC of New England working with both technology transfer and evidence based practice.

VICKI DYAR, B.S., is Director of Vocational Services for the APT Foundation.  She has over 14 years of experience working with individuals with addiction and mental health disorders in both inpatient and outpatient settings.  Ms. Dyar uses the knowledge and expertise she has acquired through her experience as a trainer, consultant and counselor to develop and implement innovative programs that focus on individual recovery rather than symptoms.

ELLEN ECONS, M.S.W., M.H.S.A., has been in the field of vocational rehabilitation for over 20 years and currently serves as the Employment Coordinator for River Valley Services. 

INES FELICIANO is an Equal Employment Opportunity Specialist (1), working with the Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services' Affirmative Action Office.

WENDY FILILPOWSKI, B.S., is the Systems Administrator for the Learning Management System at the Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services.  She has over 6 years of training and consulting experience in many industries with primary focus on computer software.

 

RICHARD FISHER, L.C.S.W., is Director of the D.M.H.A.S. Education and Training Division.  He has over twenty-five years of experience as a clinician, program manager and administrator in a variety of behavioral health settings.  He serves as adjunct faculty at the University of Connecticut School of Social Work and maintains a private practice. 
STEVEN FRY, M.S., is the Director of Recovery Community Affairs for the Connecticut Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services. Mr. Fry holds a Masters of Science degree in Community Mental Health from Trinity College of Vermont. Over the last 20 years he has worked in Connecticut developing and managing innovative programs, providing training and education in recovery oriented services, and advocating for people who experience mental illness and substance use disorders. Mr. Fry often shares his own experience of mental illness to help others learn about the possibilities and challenges of recovery. 

MICHAEL GAUDET, L.I.C.S.W., L.C.D.P., earned his undergraduate degree at Bridgewater State College and his MSW from Rhode Island College in 1984. He is currently the Center Director at Arbour Counseling Services, Rockland, MA.   He has extensive clinical and supervision experience in substance abuse treatment. Mr. Gaudet trains and consults across the country on clinical and professional growth topics. He is a faculty member of the New England Institute of Addiction Studies since 1986.

DONALD GIANNINI, M,S, Ed., is the Coordinator of Patient and Family Education at Connecticut Valley Hospital and Chairman for the Healing Racism Coalition.  He is an active trainer/presenter for Dialogue Sessions, specializing in “retelling our nation’s History.”  He has been in the field of education for 35 years, and in the mental health field for 30 years and has also been intensively trained in DBT. He brings a wealth of knowledge and experience to planning, developing and implementing training sessions for HRC, and has conducted workshops to eliminate racism with Middletown High, Middlesex Hospital, and various DMHAS and DPH facilities.

DIETRA D. HAWKINS, Psy D, is Assistant Clinical Professor with the Yale Program for Recovery and Community Health. Dr. Hawkins assists state, county and community based organizations in their Recovery, Resiliency and Cultural Competence Initiatives. She works collaboratively with system leaders, consumers and transformation allies to develop programs and policies that reduce disparities, support cultural competency and promote recovery. She actively works to address racism through her community presentations and facilitation of the Chicago Dinner’s model.

CYNTHIA INGRAHAM, is an Equal Employment Opportunity Specialist (2), working with the Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services' Affirmative Action Office.
CARL JORDAN, is an Equal Employment Opportunity Director, and serves as Director of the Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services' Affirmative Action Office.

JEFFREY JOY, M.Ed., M.B.A., C.R.C., is Director of the Veterans Administration Connecticut Healthcare System.  He served as the Mentor Trainer for Supported Employment for the V.A.’s New England Region from January, 2006 through January, 2007.  
RANDY KAPLAN, PH.D., is Director of Performance Improvement at Connecticut Valley Hospital.  He has been a clinician and administrator in the behavioral health field for over 30 years.  He has been a practitioner of mindfulness meditation for a similar period of time.  He is an authorized meditation instructor in the Shambhala Buddhist Organization and has been trained as an instructor of Mindfulness Based Stress Reduction (MBSR) at the Center for Mindfulness at the University of Massachusetts Medical School.  

HOWARD D. KIBEL, M.D., Dr. Kibel is currently Clinical Professor of Psychiatry at New York Medical College in Valhalla, NY, where he also has a private practice, and Adjunct Clinical Professor of Psychiatry at the Weill Medical College of Cornell University, Westchester Division. He has published extensively on various aspects of inpatient and outpatient groups and has presented at numerous scientific meetings.  He has been a featured speaker at prominent institutions in the USA and abroad.  Dr. Kibel is internationally recognized as one of the leaders in the field of group psychotherapy.

RHONDA KINCAID, M.ED., has trained with Dr. Mark P. McGovern and conducted DDCAT site visits at a number of addiction treatment programs in CT as part of the Department’s Co-Occurring Disorders Initiative.   She co-chaired the DMHAS Co-Occurring State Incentive Grant (COSIG) Services Work Group that developed guidelines for Co-occurring Capable and Enhanced Services as well as Co-occurring Disorders Psycho-educational Groups.  

JOSE LATORRE, A.P.R.N., is a Connecticut licensed nurse practitioner who works in Bridgeport, Connecticut.
EDWARD KOKU, M.S.W., C.B.I.S, is a Community Integration Specialist and a Certified Brain Injury Specialist with the Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services (Acquired Brain Injury Services) office in Bridgeport, CT. Edward has over 12 years experience working in the field in various capacities with persons diagnosed with acquired brain injury and their families. Edward has a Master of Science in Social Work from Columbia University. 

ERIN LEAVITT-SMITH, M.A., L.P.C., is a Transitional Services Manager for the D.M.H.A.S. Division of Forensic Services, Ms. Leavitt-Smith serves as liaison to the Department of Correction and manages the interagency program that allows D.O.C. staff to make mental health referrals for potential D.M.H.A.S. clients upon their release from prison.  She manages grants and oversees the Offender Reentry Program, targeting offenders with psychiatric disorders, as well as the Transitional Case Management Program that targets offenders with addiction disorders.  

GAIL LINK, M.A., is a certified Special Education Teacher who works in the D.M.H.A.S. Education and Training Division coordinating many of the clinical trainings events. She brings over thirty years of experience working in behavioral health settings. 

KIRK LOWRY, J.D., is the legal director for the Connecticut Legal Rights Project.  From 2004 to 2008, Mr. Lowrey was the legal director for the Kansas protection and advocacy system.  From 2000 to 2003 he was an attorney at an independent living resource center.  While in private practice, a significant amount of his work involved employment cases. In 1999 he represented Vaughn Murphy, whose case was decided by the U.S. Supreme Court in Murphy vs. U.P.S., 527 U.S. 516 (1999). 

MARGARET O’HAGAN-LYNCH, M.S., L.P.C., is the Associate Director for Clinical Operations at River Valley Services in Middletown, CT and maintains a private practice in Wallingford, CT. She has worked in the behavioral health field for over 20 years and is known for her expertise in working with people who have co-occurring substance use and psychiatric disorders. She has vast experience in program design/implementation, staff development, training and consultation, community networking, and remains active in addressing treatment needs on both a local and statewide level. 

DONNA MESKONY has worked for the Connecticut Department of Veterans Affairs since March of 1991.  She is a Vietnam-era veteran of the U.S. Army.  In addition to directing the Advocacy Section of the State Department of Veterans Affairs, Ms. Meskony serves as Women Veterans Coordinator for Connecticut.
BILL MCEWEN, M.S.W., C.B.I.S., has worked since 2005 as a Community Integration Specialist (CIS) for DMHAS ABI Services.  His responsibilities include providing consultation services to clients in DMHAS Region Three.  Bill earned is undergraduate degree in sociology from Eastern Connecticut State University and his Master of Social Work Degree from the University of Connecticut School of Social Work.  Bill has also received certification from the Academy of Certified Brain Injury Specialist as a Certified Brain Injury Specialist.  In 2008 Bill received the Harold Maphet Award for Promoting Excellence in Clinical Services to person with Brain Injury.  In 2009 he received the Brain Injury Association of Connection, Advocate of the Year Award.

MARCUS MCKINNEY, D.MIN., L.P.C., is Director of Pastoral Counseling at Saint Francis Hospital and Medical Center and Assistant Professor in Psychiatry at the University of Connecticut School of Medicine.  He has taught at Hartford Seminary and Golden Gate Seminary in California in the area of Spirituality and Psychology, as well as ministered at Saint Francis Hospital for the past 20 years.

STEPHEN MCMAHON, M.S., is a Diversity Trainer at Connecticut Valley Hospital. He has been a member of the Healing Racism Coalition (HRC) since 2000, and is a steering committee member and served as the HRC Chair for 5 years.  He has a background in Organizational Behavior, and actively works to plan, develop, implement and lead HRC Dialogue Sessions in the community. He has conducted workshops and trainings for various DMHAS facilities, public and private schools, Middlesex Hospital, and Affirmative Action Professional Associations.
SUSAN D.MCLAUGHLIN, M.P.A., C.P.P., works as a Prevention Services Coordinator for Problem Gambling Services; she oversees the state network of gambling prevention programs and works in collaboration with the state prevention infrastructure and community organizations. She develops and delivers training and education programs, and consults on a variety of local, regional, and state initiatives.  Ms McLaughlin’s publications include “Work and Family Stress Research Project” and “A Social-Cognitive Approach to the Prevention of Adolescent Substance Abuse” for NIDA, co-authorship of papers in the problem gambling field, and contributing authorship for a college textbook on working with at-risk youth.  
MICHEALA MITCHELL, J.D., is an attorney with C.L.R.P.  Ms. Mitchell graduated from Quinnipiac University School of Law in 2004.  She was a staff attorney with Connecticut Legal Services in Hartford, Connecticut before joining the Connecticut Legal Rights Projects. 

JEFFREY MONTAGUE, M.Div., is a Health Program Associate at the Southeastern Mental Health Authority in Norwich, CT. Promoting a person centered, holistic, spiritually inclusive model of treatment and recovery since joining DMHAS in 1987, Jeff currently is the Coordinator of the Faith Initiative for SMHA and the Network PNP Affiliates. Building bridges with community faith leaders and staff education and training are two of the Initiative priorities. Jeff also serves as the SMHA Employee Assistance Program (EAP) Coordinator, Health and Safety Coordinator, and as the DMHAS Team Leader for the CT Disaster Behavioral Health Response Network Team for Eastern CT. 
PATRICIA MULREADY, M.D., is a board certified physician who blends holistic and conventional medicine in her consultation practice.  From her knowledge and expertise in medicine, mental health, addictions, education and spirituality, Dr. Mulready translates sophisticated information into easily understandable experiences for participants. 

THOMAS W. MURPHY, PH.D., is a Peer Engagement Specialist/Education Specialist at Mental Health Association of Connecticut in Waterbury. His Ph.D., is in Non-Traditional Education, and he has a Master of Arts Degree in Social Science (Concentration on Native American History); a Master level Certification of teaching from Indian Teacher and Educational Personnel Program (HSU); a BSW from Humboldt State University in CA; and an Associate in Arts Degree from College of the Redwoods.

KIMBERLY PLATT, L.C.S.W., L.A.D.C., is Program Manager for the Wheeler Clinic and a member of the D.M.H.A.S. Education and Training Division.  She has over sixteen years of experience as a clinician, program director and consultant in the behavioral health field.  She serves as adjunct faculty at Manchester Community College and maintains a private practice.  

DOUGLAS POGER is a Parole Officer who has worked for the Connecticut Department of Correction for 20 years as a line and parole officer.  Since 2006, Mr. Poger has been a Parole Officer for the Board of Pardons and Paroles.
JAMES R. REED, JR., is an Equal Employment Opportunity Specialist (1), working with the Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services' Affirmative Action Office.

ANN-MARIE REID-RICHARDSON is the Program Director of Discovery House, an OTP provider specializing in Methadone Maintenance.  A resourceful problem solver, Ann-Marie understands the importance of seeing projects through from inception to completion. She is a conscientious and goal-oriented professional with 10+ years experience in the human services field, with an emphasis on community service and outreach programs. 

LORI RUGLE, Ph.D., is a clinical psychologist who has worked in the field of problem gambling treatment and research since 1988. Dr. Rugle is currently Director of Problem Gambling Services with the Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services for the State of Connecticut.   She is an internationally recognized trainer and consultant in the field of problem gambling treatment
DONALD SCHERLING, Psy.D. L.A.D.C., C.C.S., is a Senior Clinical Consultant and Clinical Supervisor in the Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences at Berkshire Medical Center in Pittsfield, MA.  He is a senior trainer and consultant to SAMSHA/CSAT, the CT Dept. of Mental Health & Addiction Services, and other regional and statewide agencies in the Northeast & Midwest.
SANDI SIBILIO, B.A., is a Manager of Employment and Education Services at Fellowship Place.  She has over 20 years experience in human services, and has been at Fellowship Place for 11 years and for the past 6 years has been managing the Employment and Education Program. Sandi has a B.A. in psychology from Southern Connecticut State University and a certificate in Human Resources from Gateway Community College.  Sandi has been participating in the statewide Supported Education Task Force for the past 5 years

JIM SIEMIANOWSKI, L.I.C.S.W., has over 20 years of professional experience in the area of mental health and addiction services.  He is Senior Policy Advisor for D.M.H.A.S. and serves as Project Manager for the Department’s Recovery Initiative that is aimed at redesigning the behavioral health system in order to become more recovery-responsive.

BILLYE SIMMERS has served as the Director of the DMHAS ABI Services since 2001.  She has over 20 years experience working in the field of brain injury, including developing and directing a day habilitation program for persons with brain injury and serving as Executive Director at the Brain Injury Association of Connecticut.  Billye completed an undergraduate degree at the University of Alabama and course work in the Applied Neuroscience Program at the University of Hartford.  Currently she is enrolled in a Ph.D. program in Health Psychology through Walden University.

SUSAN SIMMONS, M. S., is a Vocational Rehabilitation Counseling Coordinator at CRMHC.   She has been with the state for approximately 30 years. She previously worked at Fairfield Hills Hospital and Greater Bridgeport Community Mental Health Center (GBCMHC.)  

ERIC D. SMITH is an Equal Employment Opportunity Specialist (2), working with the Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services' Affirmative Action Office.
JOHN STANWOOD, Ph.D., is Chief of Psychology at the Hospital for Special Care, New Britain, CT., where he is the Consulting Neuropsychologist for the Neurobehavioral Program and provides Neuropsychology and Rehabilitation Psychology services on an inpatient and outpatient basis.  He also has a private practice in New Britain, CT, through which he provides consultation and clinical services to individuals and various state and private agencies in the areas of Neuropsychology, Rehabilitation, and Health Psychology.  He is licensed as a Psychologist in Connecticut and Arizona.

JOHN SULLIVAN has over 15 years experience in housing the homeless and is recognized as a leader in the supportive housing movement.  Mr. Sullivan assisted hundreds in accessing housing during his service with Mental Health Associates of Connecticut, and later with the Yale University-affiliated Consultation Center. He now serves as the Permanent Housing Specialist for the V.A. Connecticut Healthcare System.

JIM TACKETT has worked in the field of veterans’ affairs for the past 25 years.  Mr. Tackett has served as the Chief Service Representative for Vietnam Veterans of America, as well as Director of the V.A.’s Connecticut healthcare system’s Homeless Veterans Program.  He currently serves as Director of the Military Support Program, a new D.M.H.A.S. initiative, offering behavioral health services to soldiers and their family members who are affected by deployments in Operation Enduring Freedom (Afghanistan) and Operation Iraqi Freedom (Iraq).

RAYMOND TAFRATE, PH.D., is an associate professor and clinical psychologist at Central Connecticut State University, as well as a fellow and supervisor at the Albert Ellis Institute for Behavior Therapy.  He is also an author, consultant and trainer.
GILLIAN TANZ, B.F.A., has been the Coordinator of Laurel House, INC., Supported Education Program for the past three years. She has worked in the past to train providers, consumers, and other stakeholders in the principles of Supported Education at the CT Learning Disabilities Conference in April 2010, and at the CT Supported Education Training at Central Connecticut State University, in cooperation with CCSU Central Access and Yale University. Gillian has been an active member of the CT Supported Education Task Force for three years, working to establish the Region One Supported Education Collaborative, and for the past year has been creating and distributing the CT Supported Education Newsletter. A graduate of Tufts University, Gillian is now working on her Master of Social Work degree at Fordham University.

AMANDA TRUPPI-ECKERT, M.S., LADC, C.A.C., C.C.D.P., C.C.S., is the Assistant Director of Quality Management at the Mental Health Association of Connecticut, Inc. She has ten years experience with working with people with mental health and co-occurring disorders. She also has eight years working at the professional supervisory level.

KATHY TUMMILLO, M.S., A.P.R.N., is an Adult Nurse Practitioner specializing in HIV/AIDS care and Hepatitis C for over 20 years.  She presently works as an HIV/HCV Clinical Specialist at Community Health Services in Hartford CT.  She holds a Master's in Management, and works as a Consultant for HIV/AIDS Non Profit Organizations handling management issues to clinical supervision for Medical HIV Case Management and medication adherence.
SARAH N. TUDISA, MA, is the Educational Coordinator at Reliance House, Inc.  She has worked in residential programs and as a forensic case manager under the Psychiatric Security Review Board.  She is also a Professor of Psychology at Quinebaug Valley Community College in Danielson, CT.  She has a Master of Arts Degree in Forensic Psychology from Argosy University in Washington, DC., and has worked in the Commonwealth of Virginia’s Judicial Branch as a courtroom clerk and in the Commonwealth of Virginia’s Department of Juvenile Justice as a Probation Officer.

JAY G. VALENTIN, MS, LADC, CCDP, is a clinical supervisor for the Counseling Department at Blue Hills Substance Abuse Services. He has been in the addictions treatment field for 24 years. Jay currently serves on the statewide Affirmative Action Advisory Committee and is a former Lecturer for The Latino Institute for Substance Abuse. He served at the University of New Haven and Middlesex Community College for Emergency Workers, where he lectured on Secondary Trauma and PTSD. Jay has been a CCB certified Drug and Alcohol Counselor since 1993 and certified in Co-occurring Disorders since 2006 and has been certified in Critical Incidents Stress Debriefing since 1995.

SHARON R. WALL, M.S., C.R.C., C.P.R.P., C.C.D.P., is a Behavioral Health Program Manager for the Statewide Services Division at the Department of Mental Health & Addiction Services. She has a Master of Science Degree in Counselor Education, concentration – Rehabilitation Counseling, is a Rehabilitation Counselor (CRC), a Certified Psychiatric Rehabilitation Practitioner (CPRP) and a Certified Co-Occurring Disorders Practitioner (CCDP).  She had more than eighteen years experience working with people who are physically disabled, homeless, have mental health issues and co-occurring disorders. She has fourteen years at the professional supervisory level. She has more than nine years experience in evidence-based/best practices program formulation, design and implementation along with curriculum development and training facilitation re: Dartmouth Supported Employment and Boston University Supported Education Models. 

JEREMY WAMPLER, M.S.W., C.A.C., C.C.D.P., is a clinical social worker for the Connection Inc. and Problem Gambling Services.  Mr. Wampler received his graduate degree from SCSU and he has been in the ATOD-G treatment community for over 6 years.  He is a provider of clinical services for individuals and families that have been negatively impacted by problem gambling.  He also provides prevention and education services to other members of the treatment community, as well as the prevention school-based community.

TOMMY WILSON is an Equal Employment Opportunity Specialist (1), working with the Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services' Affirmative Action Office. 

SALLY R. ZANGER, has been a legal services lawyer for most of her legal career. She joined the Connecticut Legal Rights Project (CLRP), which represents people in Connecticut with psychiatric disabilities, when it first opened in 1990, left several years later, and returned to CLRP in March of 2006.  Part of her work there has been on the revisions to the conservatorship law.
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