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Whatis VIN Etching?

VIN etchingisthe engraving of the complete Vehicle Identification
Number (VIN)inthe lower corner ofthe windshield and oneach
side or rear window of a new car, used car, or leased car. VIN
etchingisalsothe engraving ofthe VIN on motorcycle component
parts.

Must my vehicle/motorcyclebeetched?

No. Thisisanoption. Evenifthe vehicle has already received
the VIN etching process, itis the consumerwho makes the choice
of accepting and paying for it.

Should my vehicle/motorcyclebeetched?

Whether your vehicle/motorcycle should be etched depends
uponyourindividual preference. However, statistics maintained
by law enforcementagenciesindicate that vehicles which have
been etched are less likely to be the target of professional car
thieves.

What must my dealer/leasecompany do?

State law mandatesthatthe dealer/lease company must offer
window etching as a service to purchasers of new, used, and
leased vehicles or motorcycles. The service must include
etching of the lower corner of the windshield, and each side or
rear window of the vehicle,or in the case of a motorcycle,
componentparts.

Whatis VIN parts marking?
VIN parts marking is the secure marking of vehicle component
parts with the complete vehicle identification number (VIN).

Does Connecticut statelaw require marking of
componentparts?

No. The service of marking component partsis permitted, butis
not mandated by Connecticut state law.

Dofederal statutes require marking of component
parts?

Federal Law, however, requires manufacturers to mark compo-
nentpartsin designated "high theft" line vehicles.

How much canbecharged for VIN etching or marking
of componentparts?

Adealer/lease company may charge areasonable rate butno
more thanthe rate filed with the DMV. Rates shall be filed with
DMV no laterthan September 1stofeachyear.

Foradditionalinformation, or to file acomplaint, call the Depart-
mentof Motor Vehicles, Dealers and Repairers Division, at (860)
263-5055.

Z-10REV.5/07




