CONNECTICUT

MOTOR CARRIER ADVISORY COUNCIL

Department of Motor Vehicles

60 State Street, 2nd Floor Multi Media Room

Wethersfield, Connecticut

Friday, February 27, 2009 

Minutes

Attendees:

Motor Carrier Advisory Council Chairperson/DMV Deputy Commissioner John Herman, James Rio, John Yacavone, Lieutenant Donald Bridge, Jr., David Ostafin, Bob Sardo, Dennis Walsh, Rosemary Rivers, Vanita Smith and Maureen Doyle, Department of Motor Vehicles; Lieutenant Peter Wack, Department of Public Safety; Rick LaRose, Department of Revenue Services; Jim Mona, Department of Transportation; Tracy Babbidge, Department of Environmental Protection; Kate Trudeau, Department of Information Technology; Michael Riley, Motor Transport Association of Connecticut, Inc.; Matthew Hallisey, Connecticut Construction Industries Association, Inc.; William Moore, Connecticut School Transportation Association; Jean Cronin, Connecticut Bus Association; Joan Nichols, Connecticut Farm Bureau; Richard Saks, New England Livery Association; and Steven Shore, Shore Associates

I. Call to Order 

Chairperson Herman welcomed all attendees at 1:10 p.m. 

II. Chairman’s Remarks

Chairperson Herman noted that the next MCAC meeting, as discussed at earlier meetings, is to take place on Thursday, September 10 at 1:00 P.M. here in the Multi-Media Room, with the main order of business a discussion of the impacts and implementation of legislation enacted during the 2009 session of the General Assembly.  He noted that the December 11, 2008 MCAC meeting minutes, today’s agenda, and other MCAC agendas and minutes can be accessed at the DMV website at http://www.ct.gov/dmv, under Commercial Vehicle Safety, under Motor Carrier Advisory Council.  Also, under the Other Business agenda item, a discussion will take place regarding the Connecticut Academy of Science and Engineering (CASE) Study of Weigh Station Technologies and Practices.  Chairperson Herman noted that DMV Commissoner Robert Ward had hoped to attend today’s MCAC meeting, but that he had earlier in the day once again become a grandfather. 

Chairperson Herman noted that he would be leaving State service at the end of the day - not retiring, but moving on to something else.  He stated that he had been notified that U.S. DOT FMCSA Connecticut Division Administrator Jeffrey Cimahosky is in Virginia on business and unable to attend today’s MCAC meeting.  Chairperson Herman noted that he was informed by DMV Commissioner Ward that James Rio, Division Chief of the DMV Commercial Vehicle Safety Division will be taking over as the MCAC Chairperson.  Tracy Babbidge, DEP Director of Air Planning and Standards, Bureau of Air Management, noted that a portion of the Economic Stimulus Package has motor carrier-related provisions. 
III. Approval of December 11, 2008 Minutes

Copies of the minutes were distributed.  Tracy Babbidge made the motion to accept the minutes as presented, Lieutenant Peter Wack seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 

IV. Review of Legislative Proposals for the 2009 Regular Session of the General Assembly 

State Agencies

John Yacavone, Bureau Chief of the DMV Legal Services Division, noted that DMV Legislative Program Manager Heather Amato is preparing testimony and unable to attend today’s MCAC meeting and that he is working on the agency-wide DMV modernization effort that is expected to provide positive impacts for the motor carrier industry and State agencies responsible for the oversight of motor carriers.  He addressed Raised S.B. No. 1073 (An Act Making Revisions to Statutes Concerning the DMV) - the Department’s omnibus bill - that came out of the Legislative Commissioner’s Office earlier in the day.  He noted that the proposed legislation would base registration fees for commercial vehicle registrations upon the gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR), rather that the gross vehicle weight as stated at the time registration as is currently used, with a point-forward application of the proposed fees.  DMV Division Chief David Ostafin noted that basing registration fees upon objective criteria, such as the GVWR, addresses basic vehicle design issues.  John Yacavone noted Raised H.B. No. 6601 (An Act Concerning the Administrative Per Se Program) that addresses administrative per se-related license suspensions.  He also noted that the DMV will be undergoing its periodic Commercial Driver License review audit in two weeks for examining Connecticut compliance with the Commercial Motor Carrier Safety Act.

DOIT/ConnDOT Information Technology Business Systems Manager Kate Trudeau addressed Raised H.B. No. 6469 (An Act Concerning Smart Growth and Planning) that proposes that research centers at The University of Connecticut conduct geographic system mapping and noted that Section 4 proposes the repeal of Section 4d-90 of the Connecticut General Statutes which provides for the existing Geospatial Information Systems Council.  A hearing on the Bill is scheduled for Monday, March 3.   

MCAC Chairperson Herman noted that he was thankful for the opportunity to have served the State for more than 37 years and thanked all in attendance for their participation in the past four MCAC meetings during which he served as Chairperson.  He gave special thanks to David Ostafin and Rosemary Rivers of the DMV IRP/SSRS Unit for their interstate commercial vehicle registration efforts, Bob Sardo for his work as the CVISN/PRISM Program Manager, Dennis Walsh for his MCAC Staff Support efforts, Maureen Doyle for serving as his Administrative Assistant and to Vanita Smith who will assist new MCAC Chairperson James Rio as his Administrative Assistant.  Michael Riley, speaking on behalf of the MCAC motor carrier industry members present, expressed his sincere thanks to Chairperson Herman for all his past efforts, especially his MCAC activities that have helped the industry.  Outgoing MCAC Chairperson Herman noted a DMV Waterbury appointment and turned the meeting over to incoming MCAC Chairperson Rio. 

ConnDOT Manager of Highway Operations Jim Mona addressed Section 4 of H.B. No. 6393 (An Act Concerning Transportation, Motor Vehicles, Highway Safety and Special Transportation Fund) that proposes increased transmittal fees and annual fees for Oversize/Overweight permits.  He also noted an engineering assessment for bridge analysis by Bridge Operations staff has also been included.  The engineering fee would not be assessed again to the same carrier for a six-month period, as long as the vehicle configuration or routing did not change. 

DPS Lieutenant Peter Wack noted Raised H.B. No. 6453 (An Act Concerning the Duty of Motor Vehicles When Approaching Stationary Emergency Vehicles) that addresses the Department’s “Move Over” initiative to protect emergency service employees by requiring motorists on a roadway with three or more lanes, when law enforcement, emergency personnel or road maintenance workers are present, to move to a clear adjacent lane.  Discussion took place concerning the inclusion of emergency vehicles that are operated by DMV inspectors, DEP officers, tow truck and wrecker workers and operators of service patrol vehicles into the legislation.  It was noted that there are several bills under consideration to address this important safety initiative. 

DRS Revenue Services Tax Supervisor Rick LaRose addressed Raised S.B. Bill No. 932 (An Act Making Changes to Various Tax Statutes), whereby Section 5 would exempt motor carriers operating solely within Connecticut and purchasing motor fuel solely within Connecticut from having to file motor carrier fuel tax returns and Section 6 would allow for the issuance of 72-hour, temporary trip permits for trips into Connecticut by out-of-state motor carriers not registered for the International Fuel Tax Agreement (IFTA) and would allow the DRS Commissioner, for emergency purposes, to authorize the operation of vehicles in Connecticut without fuel tax identification markers.  

Tracy Babbidge, DEP Director of Air Planning and Standards, Bureau of Air Management, addressed Raised S.B. No. 792 (An Act Prohibiting the Idling of Motor Vehicles) that includes anti-idling provisions and Raised S.B. No. 1019 (An Act Requiring Biodiesel-Blended Heating Oil and Diesel Fuel) that would phase in a requirement that any diesel fuel or number two heating oil sold in Connecticut contain not less than 5% biodiesel, with the initial phase-in for biodiesel blends to contain not less than 2% biodiesel.  

Motor Carrier Industry

Motor Transport Association of Connecticut, Inc. (MTAC) President Michael Riley addressed Raised H.B. No. 6618 (An Act Establishing an Auxiliary Power Unit Weight Tolerance Exemption) for encouraging the use of auxiliary power units to reduce fuel use and improve air quality by providing a weight tolerance exemption equal to the weight of an auxiliary power unit, for any diesel-powered commercial vehicle with such a unit for up to 400 pounds, and by issuing a weight tolerance exemption certificate to be carried on the vehicle at all times.  He also addressed Raised S.B. No. 1072 (An Act Authorizing the Reissuance or Renewal of a Commercial Driver’s Instruction Permit) that seeks changes to the existing limitation whereby individuals may obtain only two Commercial Driver’s Instruction Permits over a 2-year period by authorizing the issuance of such permits to any person holding a valid operator’s license, with the permit valid for a period not exceeding six months, and able to be reissued or renewed for periods not exceeding six months.  He noted MTAC support for the DPS “Move Over” legislative initiative and his hope that no additional fuel tax increases are levied.  Concerning the Governor’s proposed budget increases in commercial vehicle registration fees and the proposed DMV legislation whereby commercial vehicle registration fees are to be based upon the gross vehicle weight rating, rather that the gross vehicle weight, Mr. Riley asked that the DMV provide related fiscal impact information concerning these two initiatives.  He also requested that Jim Mona of ConnDOT provide fiscal impact information regarding the proposed increased fees related to the issuance of oversize/overweight permits and related convenience fee increases.  Jim Mona will follow up with Mike Riley and provide the information to him.  He reported that the MTAC supports the transition of motor carrier weight inspections at weigh and inspection stations from DPS to DMV, including the transfer of civilian weight technicians, but expressed concern regarding the need for associated monies and personnel to follow the assigned activities.  Mr. Riley noted that various bills have been introduced to address issues related to the removal of snow and ice on motor vehicles and distributed copies of the December 2008 study Snow and Ice Accumulation on Vehicles as prepared by the American Transportation Research Institute.  He noted that he would again oppose legislation to install cameras to cite speeders, as he believes this has become a revenue issue vs. a safety issue.  Legislation regarding the transportation of liquefied natural gas before the Public Safety Committee and the availability of DRS trip permits were also addressed.  He also addressed Raised S.B. No 1073 that proposes changes in the hours of service rules as they apply to emergency situations, including exemptions for operators of utility vehicles during natural disasters.  He noted that the MTAC would support anti-idling legislation, with proper considerations for the operation of commercial vehicles.  MTAC will oppose legislation, unless due consideration is given to address commercial vehicle operations, regarding bio-diesel efforts and “blocking the box” legislation prohibiting drivers from entering intersections unless they can completely pass through the intersection.  

Connecticut Construction Industries Association, Inc. (CCIA) Director of Government Relations and Legislative Counsel Matthew Hallisey addressed S.B. No. 155 (An Act Requiring Training in Highway Work Zone Safety) concerning highway work zone safety, including requiring applicants for motor vehicle operator licenses to be trained regarding safe driving practices in work zones and associated fines, along with no less than two hours of related training required for law enforcement personnel who work in work zones.  He noted that the Bill is a priority for CCIA and its Safety Committee.  
Connecticut Bus Association Executive Director Jean Cronin addressed support for anti-idling legislative efforts, including testimony, as long as appropriate exemptions are included.  Discussion took place concerning ConnDOT-related legislation addressing livery issues for vehicles capable of transporting eight or less passengers, along with taxi and livery-related issues under consideration by the Program Review and Investigations Committee.  Ms. Cronin noted that proposed increases in fees and the elimination of certain exemptions would be closely monitored, along with bio-diesel impacts regarding the availability of the petroleum products and the review of any adverse impacts of the fuel upon diesel engines.  She also noted that proposed legislation regarding the removal of snow and ice from vehicles would also be closely monitored. 

Connecticut School Transportation Association Executive Director William Moore addressed bio-diesel legislative impacts regarding required product availability and potential adverse impacts upon diesel engine warranties.  He addressed Raised S.B. No. 1072 (An Act Authorizing the Reissuance or Renewal of a Commercial Driver’s Instruction Permit) that seeks to authorize the reissuance or renewal of Commercial Driver’s Instruction Permits for periods not exceeding six months.  He distributed copies of An Act Concerning Background Checks of School Bus Drivers that includes Section (b) whereby once a completed application for operating a school bus is submitted to the DMV the time requirements for submitting an application and supporting documentation shall be accepted as having been met, and no application document shall expire while in the custody of the DMV.  Mr. Moore distributed copies of An Act Enhancing the Safety of School Children that addresses the giving of proficiency exams by Master Instructors (Section 1) and the completion of on-line registrations for new school buses and student transportation vehicles by dealers, with a mandatory inspection within 30 days of registration and the registration effective upon completion of the mandatory inspection (Section 2). 

Farm Bureau Government Relations Specialist Joan Nichols noted that although no legislation has been proposed, legislation regarding the use of bio-diesel fuel would be closely monitored. 

Richard Saks, Director of the Connecticut Committee of the New England Livery Association addressed issues under consideration by the legislature’s Program Review and Investigations Committee, including the need for annual livery inspections, quarterly unannounced inspections of taxis and the possibility of a $400 fee per vehicle fee for inspections.  Discussion took place concerning the ability of dealers to complete commercial vehicle registrations using on-line systems, with Steven Shore of Shore Associates asking if information is available regarding DMV modernization efforts and impacts for the motor carrier industry.  Discussion took place concerning efforts by DMV Deputy Commissioner Herman regarding the provision of livery-related registration services by the DMV in the Bridgeport-Stamford area.  David Ostafin noted that the DMV is planning to initially address registration transfers. 
V.
Commercial Vehicle Operations/Intelligent Transportation Systems

U.S. DOT Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA)

Chairperson Rio, reporting for U.S. DOT FMCSA Connecticut Division Administrator Jeffrey Cimahosky, noted that Jeff had provided information that President Obama, which is typical for all incoming Presidents, has put a halt to all rulemakings, and that it is likely to be several months before an FMCSA Administrator is finalized due to the vetting process and the need for Congressional approval.  

Motor Carrier Safety Assistance Program (MCSAP) 

DMV Commercial Vehicle Safety Division Lieutenant Donald Bridge, Jr. reported that Sergeants from the DMV and the Department of Public Safety have developed cooordinated schedules concerning the locations and dates of assignments for traffic teams and weigh and inspection facilities.  He also reported about grant efforts including the Basic MCSAP grant and High Crash Corridor, Seat Belts and Destination Motor Coach grants. 

Connecticut Commercial Vehicle Information Systems and Networks (CVISN)/
Performance Registration Information Systems Management (PRISM) Program

CVISN/PRISM Program Manager/DMV Division Manager, Planning, Research and Management Analysis, Bob Sardo distributed a CVISN/PRISM Update that addressed accomplishments since the December 11, 2008 MCAC meeting, expected CVISN/PRISM activities before the September 10, 2009 MCAC meeting and information regarding the FY 2009 Expanded CVISN Program and PRISM FMCSA Safety grants.  He noted that activities continue concerning the provision of ongoing Commercial Vehicle Information Exchange Window (CVIEW) System maintenance and support services for the October 2009 - September 2014 period with Cambridge Systematics, Inc., Connecticut’s CVISN/PRISM CVIEW System contractor and that a 5% reduction in proposed costs was identified.  He also noted that a draft FMCSA Connecticut PRISM Implementation Review Report, resulting from the October, 2008 on-site review, has been reviewed and accepted by FMCSA.  He also noted that a press release has been developed to inform carriers regarding the availability of the Connecticut CVISN CVIEW System Portal

Transponder Registration Component for enrolling vehicles/transponders for screening and clearance at the Weigh and Inspection Facility on I-84 in Union, Connecticut. 

CVISN/PRISM Program Team member Jim Mona reported significant progress regarding Oversize/Overweight (OS/OW) Permitting System coordination efforts with the Planning Committee.  Constructive cooperation from all involved parties, including ConnDOT Road Network/GIS Development, Bridge Operations, Bridge Safety and Evaluation, OS/OW staff and Bentley Systems, Inc., Connecticut’s CVISN/PRISM ConnDOT OS/OW Permitting System contractor, has been provided from all parties in order to develop a unified implementation chronology for the March 2008 to June 2011 period.  He noted that ConnDOT and Bentley are ready to start and expressed hope that an initial purchase order for beginning work on the OS/OW Permitting System will be issued by DMV in March, 2009.  He also noted that $40,000 in OS/OW Permitting System improvements, such as the ability to fax permits, to update permits data, to accept credit card payments for multiple permits and a reduction in the required amount of data to be entered, have been developed and will be going live on Tuesday, March 9, 2009.  Industry CVISN/PRISM Program Sponsor Michael Riley noted the excellent level of cooperation he has seen during these OS/OW Permitting System development efforts among the State agencies involved. 

VI.
U.S. DOT FMCSA FY 2009 Safety Grants  

Expanded CVISN Grant Application

PRISM Safety Fitness Grant Application 

Discussion took place concerning the FY 2009 Expanded CVISN Program and PRISM FMCSA Safety grants information distributed by Bob Sardo, including the designation of the DMV, as the State agency receiving FMCSA Motor Carrier Safety Assistance Program funding and serving as the primary agency responsible for the development, implementation and maintenance of CVISN-related systems in Connecticut, to apply for grant funding.  

Jim Mona made a motion recommending support for Connecticut’s Expanded Commercial Vehicle Information Systems and Networks (CVISN) Program FY 2009 Safety Grant Application and Performance Registration Information Systems Management (PRISM) Program FY 2009 Safety Grant Application and Rick LaRose seconded the motion.  Kate Trudeau addressed upcoming OS/OW Permitting System deployment items and Jim Mona noted that the Planning Committee would include DOIT in the very near future to assure that the CVISN OS/OW Permitting Local Road Routing Project and the associated ConnDOT Road Network Development Project, a ConnDOT Project that will eventually include all roads in Connecticut, are properly coordinated.  There being no further discussion the motion passed unanimously.  

VII. Other Business

Tracy Babbidge reported about upcoming funding opportunities under the Diesel Emission Reduction Act (DERA) portion of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) of 2009 that has environmental/motor carrier-related provisions.  She noted that $300 million would be made available for grants and loans for projects that reduce diesel emissions and that the Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection is positioned to receive up to $1.7 million of this funding.  In addition to the request for proposals for the DERA funds awarded to the State, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency also has an additional pool of $30 million that will be awarded on a competitive basis for Projects that reducing diesel emissions under the EPA’s SmartWay Clean Diesel Financing Program - funds for Projects such as diesel retrofit technologies, anti-idling programs, truck stop electrification improvements and auxiliary power units.  Grant applications are to be submitted in early April for “shovel-ready” projects that can start to be implemented within 120 days of funding. She noted that additional information may be found on the DEP website. 

Bob Sardo reviewed the highlights of the CASE Study of Weigh Station Technologies and Practices, a study initiated at the request of ConnDOT, for improving the efficiency and effectiveness of Connecticut’s commercial vehicle weight and inspection program.  Highlights addressed include: the development of a Comprehensive Roadside Network that includes high speed weigh-in-motion and e-screening technologies and that combines credentials verification, safety inspections and weight enforcement; the establishment of a Task Force to be responsible for governance, implementation and operations; and the development of a long-term Plan.  He noted that the full Study and the Executive Summary can be accessed at the CASE site at http://www.ctcase.org/ or at the DMV website at http://www.ct.gov/dmv. 
It was noted that a “Moving On” celebration for DMV Deputy Commissioner/MCAC Chairperson John Herman would be held Friday evening, March 20, 2009, beginning at 6:00 P.M.  Tickets are available, although no tickets will be sold at the door, with an RSVP by Friday, March 13. 

VIII. Adjourn

There being no further business, Lieutenant Peter Wack made a motion to adjourn, Tracy Babbidge seconded the motion, the motion passed unanimously and the meeting adjourned at 3:05 p.m. 
Respectively Submitted, 

James Rio, Chairperson
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