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May 8, 2007

Joint Memorandum to Chief Elected Officials and Agency Heads
To: Chief Elected Officials, Emergency Management Directors and Points of Contact
Re: Nerve Agent Antidote Kit (Mark 1 Kit) Training and Implementation Program

During the FY 2003 legislative session, Public Act (PA) 03-6 was enacted to allow first
responders to carry and to use Nerve Agent Antidote Kits provided the responders have completed an
approved training course. The purpose of this letter is to provide you with detailed information regarding
your community’s participation in the Connecticut Mark 1 Nerve Agent Antidote Kit Program.

The Mark 1 Nerve Agent Antidote Kit consists of two auto-injectors containing pharmaceuticals to
counter life-threatening reactions in those exposed to nerve agents. Due to the contents and to the
mode of delivery of the nerve agent antidotes, first responders in your community must first be trained on
the safe and appropriate use of these kits prior to their being issued for use. These Mark | kits are
intended for use as a protective measure by first responders and other public safety personnel involved
at the scene of an event. In extreme circumstances, first responders may also need to treat victims at
the scene with the Mark | kits.

In 2004, the Capitol Region Metropolitan Medical Response System (CR-MMRS) piloted a
program to train first responders and to distribute Mark | kits to Capitol Region first responder agencies.
The MMRS program has met with great success. The Capitol Region Mark | training was presented in a
“train the trainer” format at no cost to designated members of the fire, police and emergency medical
service communities. First responders are now being asked to re-state the date(s) of their original
training prior to receiving the Mark | kits. The CR-MMRS training protocol (re-named as the State of
Connecticut Mark | Deployment Protocol, See Page 3) has been previously approved by the Department
of Consumer Protection and the Federal Drug Enforcement Agency for statewide implementation under
the auspices of DPH and DEMHS. The Mark | Antidote Kits do not contain any controlled substances.

Accordingly, the Connecticut Department of Public Health (CTDPH), in cooperation with the CT
Department of Emergency Management and Homeland Security (DEMHS), will distribute Mark 1 Nerve
Agent Antidote Kits to emergency responder agencies in your community that have successfully
completed a prescribed Mark | training program. An additional requirement is that your community must
submit to DPH a protocol for the safe storage, security and distribution of these antidote kits within your
community.

The Connecticut Fire Academy (CFA), the Police Officer Standards and Training Council (POST),
the Connecticut State Police (CSP), and the two Hospital Centers of Excellence at Hartford Hospital and
at the Yale-New Haven Healthcare System have agreed to apply their collective resources and facilities
to provide Nerve Agent Antidote Kit training to all current and future Connecticut first responders. The
combined initial training, and subsequent planned training to meet Occupational Safety and Health
Administration (OSHA) competencies related to blood borne pathogens, will assure that Connecticut will
have a robust nerve agent antidote protection program for our first responders.
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The safety of our first responders is of the utmost importance to all of us. Accordingly, the
distribution of Nerve Agent Antidote Kits to any first responder agency in your community will not occur
until all of the first responders within a functional response agency have been trained, have
demonstrated their knowledge of the proper indications for use of the Mark | kit, and have satisfactorily
demonstrated their proficiency in the appropriate technique for the use of the auto-injectors.

If you wish to participate in the Mark | Nerve Agent Antidote Kit Program in your community, we ask that
you, as the Chief Elected Official of your municipality, comply with the following:

1. Attest in writing that it is your intent to have your community participate in the Mark | program,
and that you will direct your community’s responder agencies (fire, police and emergency medical
service providers) to complete and to comply with the training and distribution protocol
requirements of the Mark 1 program.

2. Additionally, upon completion of training by your responders, and after implementation of the
storage and security protocols for your community, we ask that you verify by your signature that
the training has been completed and documented satisfactorily for each responder agency in your
jurisdiction.

3. Finally, we ask that you designate a person from your community to serve as the principal point of

contact (POC) for the Mark | program, and that you provide us with the contact information for
that individual.

Page 13 of this letter contains a Certification of Training document, requiring the signatures of both the
designated Point of Contact and the Chief Elected Official, to be submitted to CTDPH following
completion of training by a responder agency. Once the training roster and the storage and security
protocols have been reviewed and approved by CTDPH, the Mark | kits will be distributed to the
appropriate agencies.

We, the Commissioners of the Department of Emergency Management and Homeland Security and the
Connecticut Department of Public Health, strongly encourage you to involve your community in this
important program in order to ensure that our first responders are provided with the very best available
protection against the accidental or intentional release of a nerve agent.

Should you have any questions regarding the Nerve Agent Antidote Kit or training program, please feel
free to contact Robert Kenny of the Connecticut Department of Public Health at 1-860-509-7822.

Thank you in advance for your support and participation in this very important program.

Sincerely, Sincerely,

8«—4- 7 SH e é bslont s Lluii M.D. MBH.
James M. Thomas J. Robert Galvin M.D. M.P.H.
Commissioner Commissioner

Department of Emergency Management Connecticut Department of

and Homeland Security Public Health
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State of Connecticut Mark | Deployment Protocol

This protocol is designed as guidance for first responder agencies in the State of Connecticut for the
acceptance, storage, security, and distribution of the Mark | Nerve Agent Antidote Kits. This protocol
for use is derived from the Capitol Region Metropolitan Medical Response System (CR-MMRS) and
CT Department of Public Health training program for nerve agent symptom recognition and
treatment, and serves as the protocol for self- and/or unit-administration. For the safety of our
responders, participating agencies are expected to strictly follow the provisions of this document. The

following directive is meant to provide a “minimum standard” for storage, security and distribution
procedures.

Definitions

Unit Preservation: Refers to the use of the antidote kit on a ‘buddy” or any other member of the
first responder entry team who becomes poisoned and is unable to self-administer the antidote.
First responders are prohibited from administering the antidote kit to civilian victims; its use is

intended solely for the preservation of the entry team or of public safety personnel poisoned by a
nerve agent.

Point of Contact (POC): Refers to the person designated by a municipality as the person
responsible for the storage, security and distribution of the Mark | antidote kits. Once the kits have
been distributed to the municipality, the POC assumes responsibility for the community’s
compliance with the provisions of the Connecticut Mark 1 Nerve Agent Antidote Kit Program,
and serves as the liaison with the Connecticut Department of Public Health. In the event that the
POC duties are transferred to another person within the agency, the Connecticut Department of
Public Health shall be notified in writing within 5 working days.

Control Zones: Refers to the work areas established after an incidental or intentional release of
a nerve agent, based on the risks of harm to responders. These include:

e Hot Zone: The area most affected by the hazardous materials release, areas of safe
refuge for contaminated victims and beginning of the contamination reduction
zone/corridor. Responders operating in this area will require chemical protective clothing
commensurate with chemical properties and activities.

e Warm Zone or Contamination Reduction Zone: This area is safe from the ongoing
hazardous materials release. Cross contamination from contaminated victims can occur in
this area. This area also includes the contamination reduction corridor where
decontamination occurs. Responders operating in this area will require chemical
protective clothing commensurate with chemical properties and activities. This zone is the
access control point for the hot zone.

o Cold Zone: The area outside the warm zone that is within the incident perimeter and is
contamination free. Command, control and support activities for the incident occur in this
zone. This is also the area that treatment of decontaminated victims is expected to occur.

¢ Incident Isolation Perimeter: The area that is controlled at the outer boundaries of the
cold zone. Only response and support personnel are authorized within this area.
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