Governor’s Council Meeting

Location:  CADH

Date:  December 18, 2009

Time:  9:30-11:30 AM

IN ATTENDANCE:
Karen Buckley-Bates, Robert Dakers, Ralph Eno, Donna Hamsey, Matt Hart, Pamela Kilbey-Fox, Jennifer Kertanis, Rick Matheny, Mary Pettigrew, Karen Spargo, Carolyn Wysocki 

Meeting was called to order at 9:45 AM

A motion to hold approval of the minutes until after the meeting was made and seconded.  Members may review the minutes and provide revisions via email.

Discussion:

1. Public Comment
Donna Hamzy from CT Conference of Municipalities (CCM) proposed consolidating certain information from the “Suggested Changes” portion of the draft report:  Moving Towards Public Health Equity in CT document (Pg.10).  Since bullets one and three are closely related they should be consolidated.

. 

CCM’s position is that bullet number two proposes to eventually eliminate Part-Time Health Departments with un-funded mandates. CCM feels the State should not impose its preferences for the structures of departments on elected officials in other communities.

Pamela explained that the second bullet was never an attempt to exclude part-time health departments from funding.  

2. Revisions to the “Moving Towards Public Health Equity in CT” document
Governing Principles Section:

· All agreed that a bullet regarding funding structure should be added.  Mary will create a bullet for review and discussion

· All agreed that a bullet on prevention should be added.  Jennifer will create a bullet for review and discussion

· There were no further comments in this section

Suggested Changes Section:

· Karen Spargo commented that the document only points out the negative problems in public health.  She suggested adding some of the positive things that are accomplished by public health professionals.  All were in agreement with her suggestion.  Mary will add a bullet under the “Findings” section.

· There was discussion on the placement of bullets within this section.  

· It was agreed that the third bullet would be moved to the first position.  

· It was agreed that the grant funding for districts shall be higher then that for full-time health departments.  Mary will make this and other minor revisions.

· Robert suggested adding dates to the third bullet.  After much discussion it was agreed that by February 1, 2010 a council will be created and by January 1, 2011, the council will establish the core public health services that each Local Health Department is responsible for.  

· There were no further comments in this section

Findings Section:

· Robert suggested changing the verbiage for the bullet, which begins: “Joining a district may save money…” to “Joining a district may be a cost effective way…”

· Robert suggested changing the bullet, which begins:  “Recent legislation reduced health district State…”.  He feels this bullet sounds editorialized.  

· It was agreed that the last sentence should be revised.  Mary will make the necessary changes to this sentence. 

· Further discussion regarding this bullet produced some other minor changes that will be made by Mary.

· Pamela has agreed to add a graph that indicates local health per capita figures.

· Carolyn mentioned that the bullet, which begins “Qualifications of a Director of Health…” is not consistent within the rest of the document.  Pamela has agreed to review the document for consistency.

· There were no further comments on this section.

Still Address Section:

· Robert suggested adding a section on transition strategy for part-time health departments.  Mary and Pamela will create a bullet.

· The 1st bullet has been addressed and will be removed

· The 2nd bullet has been addressed and will be removed

· The 3rd bullet will be added to a transition strategy section

· The 4th bullet number four has been addressed and will be removed

· Robert suggested that bullet number eight should have a goal or target.  Robert motioned and Pamela seconded to incorporate a goal of continuing current progress of reduction of the number of health departments by means of enhancing services.

· Discussion ensued regarding the 5th, 6th and 7th bullets, regarding the elimination of part-time health departments.  After much discussion it was agreed that health departments/districts should have the opportunity to meet the standards by joining a district or opting out and continuing as a part-time health department.   

· There were no further comments in this section

3. Other
Carolyn proposed adding her two-paged document to the “infrastructure” section on pages 1 & 2.  Motion was made and seconded the last paragraph and bullets on page 1 & 2, which begins “The local public health districts…”, should be added to the “infrastructure” section.  The remainder of the document will be added as an appendix to the “Moving Towards Public Health Equity in CT” document.

CADH proposed several items including:

· “By 2012 (or 2013), each existing local health District must demonstrate the ability to provide the pre-established set of core public health services measured by some objective set of standards.”

· It was agreed that the above proposal from CADH should be set for 36 months, which should be a sufficient amount of time.  This bullet will be added and the date will be 2013.  Part-time health departments will not be funded unless they are transitioning into a health district.

· “By 2014 (or 2015), every municipal health department must join a District health department that has been certified as meeting the standards OR any municipal health department may opt out from joining a health district by demonstrating that they are able to provide the pre-established set of core public health services on their own.  A municipal health department may also form a new health district by 2015, and if they do, they will have two years to demonstrate that they can provide the pre-established core of public health services measured by the objective set of standards.”

· It was agreed that the above proposal by CADH should be tied into funding.  

· Mary will revise the document and resend to the group by Monday (12/28/09). 

Meeting adjourned at 11:55 AM

Next Meeting:  Tuesday, December 22, 2009 from 1-3 PM at CADH







