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 CONNECTICUT STEM CELL RESEARCH ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Minutes – Regular Meeting

Tuesday – February 17, 2009
A regular meeting of the Connecticut Stem Cell Research Advisory Committee “Advisory Committee” was held on Tuesday, February 17, 2009, at the Connecticut Economic Resource Center, Brook Street, Building #4, Rocky Hill, Connecticut.


Call to Order:  Noting the presence of a quorum, Robert Galvin, Chairman of the Advisory Committee, called the meeting to order at 1:05 p.m.  Members present:   Ernesto Canalis, M.D; Robert Galvin, M.D., M.P.H. (Chair); Myron Genel, M.D., Ph.D.; David Goldhamer, Ph.D.; Ann Kiessling, Ph.D. (by phone); Stephen Latham, J.D., Ph.D. (by phone); Robert Mandelkern; Saraswathi Nair, M.D.; Jeffrey Seemann, Ph.D.; and Milton B. Wallack, D.D.S.  
Absent:  Treena Livingston Arinzeh, Ph.D.; Gerald Fishbone, M.D; Julius Landwirth, M.D., J.D; and Paul Pescatello, J.D., Ph.D.
Other Attendees: John Hambor (Cell Design, Inc.); Marianne Horn (DPH), Denise Leiper (DPH); David Manaker (National Spinal Cord Injury Group, Connecticut Chapter); June Mandelkern (Parkinson Rep. to Stem Cell Coalition); Daniel Wagner (CI); Paula Wilson (Yale); and Warren Wollschlager (DPH).   
Opening Remarks
Dr. Galvin recognized the accomplishments and contributions of Dr. Yang.  He noted that a public memorial service for Dr. Yang will be held on Friday, February 20, 2009, in Storrs.  There was a moment of silence in honor of Dr. Yang.   
Mr. Wollschlager introduced and briefly described the backgrounds of the three new members of the Advisory Committee—Dr. Goldhamer, Dr. Nair and Dr. Seemann.  On behalf of the Advisory Committee, Dr. Galvin welcomed the new members.   
Dr. Galvin mentioned that Dr. Wagers has resigned as a member of the Advisory Committee.  He thanked Dr. Wagers for her contributions and expertise.   
Approval of Minutes – Advisory Committee Meeting 01/20/09
Dr. Galvin asked the Advisory Committee members to consider the minutes from the January 20, 2009 meeting.  

MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Genel, seconded by Dr. Wallack, the Advisory Committee members voted unanimously in favor of adopting the minutes of the January 20, 2009 meeting as presented. 
Update on 2008 Grants:  Bahr and Zecevic
Mr. Wagner provided an update on proposal 08-SCB-UCON-006 Dr. Bahr, principal investigator, and proposal 08-SCB-UCHC-011, Dr. Zecevic, principal investigator, both of which were authorized for funding at the December 5, 2008 meeting as a result of the rescission of the grant recommendation for proposal 08-SCD-EVER-001, Evergen Biotechnologies.  He mentioned that fully executed contracts are in place and became effective January 1, 2009.  Funding for both proposals should be released by Wednesday, February 18, 2009.  
Budget Reallocation Request for 08-SCA-UCHC-033, Choudhary

Mr. Wagner explained that the principal investigator for proposal 08-SCA-UCHC-033 has requested a change in effort from 25 percent to 70 percent and a reallocation of the budget accordingly.  He indicated that the request was made in November 2008 but authorization has not been granted due to a lack of a quorum of those members eligible to vote on the proposal.  There was consensus to schedule a special meeting as soon as possible to consider the request.

No Cost Extension Request for 06SCA02, Huang










Due to a lack of a quorum of members eligible to vote on the no cost extension request for proposal 06SCA02, Huang, principal investigator, this item was deferred and a special meeting will be scheduled to consider the request. 
Update on 2009 Grant Proposals

Mr. Wagner indicated that Advisory Committee members should have on-line access to the 2009 grant proposals.  He mentioned that all non-disclosure statements have been received.  However, CI is still awaiting conflict of interest statements from the Advisory Committee members.  Once the conflict of interest statements have been received from all Advisory Committee members, CI will assign the pairs of Advisory Committee members to review the grants.
Mr. Wollschlager reported on the timeframe for the review of the grant proposals.  He noted that the time for the review of the assigned proposals will be shorter than in the past.  It is anticipated that the initial scoring, rating and ranking of the 2009 proposals will be done by the Peer Review Committee by March 7.  CI will make efforts to pair the non-scientist/researcher Advisory Committee members with a scientist/researcher Advisory Committee member and to pair a new member with an experienced member.  Mr. Wollschlager mentioned that the final review/reconciliation meeting by the Peer Review Committee is scheduled for March 17, and the Peer Review information should be provided to the Advisory Committee members by March 24.  The Advisory Committee members discussed the timeframe, and there was consensus to proceed as originally proposed with the review and grant awards meeting of the Advisory Committee on March 31, 2009 and April 1, 2009.  Even though the timeframe is condensed, it was noted that the grant proposals are available on line for cursory review.  CI will contact Advisory Committee members to determine preference for receipt of grant proposal materials.
In addition to the scientific review, Attorney Horn referred to the selection criteria identified in the Request for Proposals document to be considered by the Advisory Committee members when reviewing the grant proposals.  Additionally, she noted that the Advisory Committee has indicated the desire to fund the best research rather than funding projects in specific niche areas and that priority should be given to those projects that are not eligible for federal funding.
Ethics and Law Subcommittee Report
In the absence of Dr. Landwirth, Attorney Horn summarized the discussions from the last Ethics and Law Subcommittee meeting.  She mentioned that the subcommittee discussed the International Society for Stem Cell Research (“ISSCR”) Guidelines for the Clinical Translation of Stem Cells and the ISSCR Patient Handbook on Stem Cell Therapies as potential documents of interest for providing education on stem cell research.  Attorney Horn indicated that the subcommittee feels that the Patient Handbook is appropriate for inclusion on the Department of Public Health (“DPH”) Website to help educate the public and physicians about basic terms and frequently asked questions relating to stem cell research and therapies.  She stated that the subcommittee also discussed the possibility of utilizing grant funds and/or administrative funding for stem cell research in the future to provide further education on the basics of stem cell research.  Suggestion was made to include a link or reference to the DPH Office of Research and Development for further questions.  
Discussion ensued on potential ways to engage more physicians.  Suggestion was made to provide physicians with the information on CDs coupled with an evaluation of what was learned and possibly offering continuing education credits or hours.  
Mr. Wollschlager reported that StemCONN 09 will be held on March 23 and March 24, 2009 in New Haven.  The conference will include a full-day symposium featuring presentations by world authorities in stem cell research and workshops on emerging technologies.  Mr. Wollschlager mentioned that there is a high level of participation in the scientific program poster session.  He indicated that an outreach program is being offered for high school students across the state.  Dr. Latham mentioned that graduate and under graduate students can register for free. Suggestion was made to request that Advisory Committee members also receive free admission.  
Other Business
Dr. Genel mentioned that Governor Rell recently released a letter in support of the Stem Cell Research Program in Connecticut, and he suggested that the amended letter be entered into the official record of the Advisory Committee.

Discussion ensued on the lack of a quorum and the inability to get certain things done.  Suggestion was made to confirm quorums before meetings.

Mr. Mandelkern mentioned that a forum on the successes of the Stem Cell Research Program will be held on February 24, 2009, and all Advisory Committee are invited to attend.
Mr. Wollschlager indicated that the chair of the National Institutes of Health has agreed to meet with the Interstate Alliance on Stem Cell Research (“IASCR”) to talk about  stem cell research.  He explained that the IASCR was established to promote interstate coordination and collaboration of stem cell research.  

Public Comments
Dr. Hambor encouraged the Advisory Committee to providing funding for the private sector in addition to the public universities.  He noted that providing funding for the private sector will help to retain graduate and post-graduate students in Connecticut as well as retain top researchers.    
Mr. Manaker questioned when potential federal funding for stem cell research could come to Connecticut.  He questioned whether any decisions have been made on the common use of facilities for both human embryonic stem cell research and adult stem cell research to avoid duplication of efforts and funding.  Dr. Galvin stated that there is no new information available on potential federal funding or regulations relating to stem cell research.  


Adjournment:
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· 




MOTION:  Upon a motion made by Dr. Wallack, seconded by Mr. Mandelkern, the Advisory Committee members voted unanimously in favor of adjourning the meeting at 2:25 p.m.







Respectfully submitted:



















_____________________







Dr. Robert Galvin, Chair
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