
 CONNECTICUT STEM CELL RESEARCH ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Minutes – Regular Meeting

Tuesday – June 16, 2009
A regular meeting of the Connecticut Stem Cell Research Advisory Committee “Advisory Committee” was held on Tuesday, June 16, 2009, at the Connecticut Economic Resource Center, Brook Street, Building #4, Rocky Hill, Connecticut.

Call to Order:  In the absence of the Chairman of the Advisory Committee, Dr. Pescatello, noting the presence of a quorum, called the meeting to order at 1:10 p.m.  Members present:    Ernesto Canalis, M.D; Gerald Fishbone, M.D; Myron Genel, M.D.; David Goldhamer, Ph.D.; Anne Hiskes, Ph.D.; Ann Kiessling, Ph.D.; (by phone); Stephen Latham, J.D., Ph.D. (by phone); Robert Mandelkern; Paul Pescatello, J.D., Ph.D.; and Milton B. Wallack, D.D.S.  
Advisory Committee Members Absent:  Robert Galvin, M.D., M.P.H., M.B.A. (Chair); Treena Livingston Arinzeh, Ph.D.; and Saraswathi Nair, M.D.
Other Attendees: Isolde Bates (UCONN); Marianne Horn (DPH); June Mandelkern (Parkinson Rep. to Stem Cell Coalition); Lynn Townshend (DPH); Chelsey Sarnecky (CI); Dan Wagner (CI); Paula Wilson (Yale); and Warren Wollschlager (DPH).   
Opening Remarks
Dr. Pescatello asked Mr. Wollschlager to discuss the recent resignations to the Advisory Committee.  Mr. Wollschlager mentioned that resignations have been received from Dr. Landwirth and Dr. Seemann.  The Advisory Committee members and Department of Public Health acknowledged the great loss and thanked both Dr. Landwirth and Dr. Seemann for their contributions.  Any suggestions on appointments to the Advisory Committee should be directed to Attorney Horn or Mr. Wollschlager.

Approval of Minutes – Advisory Committee Meeting of 5/19/09
Dr. Pescatello asked the Advisory Committee members to consider the minutes from the May 19, 2009 regular meeting.  

The following changes were recommended:

· page 2, paragraph 2, reverse the numbers $5,000 and $1,000,
· reference to the ISSCR should be changed to the “IASCR.”

MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Wallack, seconded by Mr. Mandelkern, the Advisory Committee members voted in favor of adopting the minutes of the May 19, 2009 meeting as amended (Dr. Kiessling was not present for the vote).
Change of PI Request Grant 06-SCE-01
Mr. Wagner explained the request by Yale to change the principal investigator (“PI”) for grant 06-SCE-01.  The original PI for the grant, Dr. Snyder, has taken a position at Stanford University, effective July 1, and a request has been made to authorize a change of PI to Dr. Zhong, a co-PI for grant 06-SCE-01.  Mr. Wagner mentioned that Dr. Zhong’s curriculum vitae (“CV”) has been provided in the past since he is a grant awardee.  It was noted that Dr. Snyder will maintain an appointment at Yale for at least one year after the move, and a substantial portion of the laboratory, including the people performing the research funded by the grant, will remain.  Mr. Wagner mentioned that Dr. Snyder has indicated that he will ensure that productivity remains high.  The Advisory Committee members asked that this type of request and information be provided well in advance of having to make a decision. The Advisory Committee members discussed the accomplishments and acumen of Dr. Snyder and raised some concern with making such an important decision without being able to review the CV for Dr. Zhong. The Advisory Committee members requested a copy of the CV for Dr. Zhong before further consideration of the proposal
Attorney Horn explained several options for proceeding.  She also mentioned that recommendations have been made in the past to form subcommittees empowered to take action on certain issues so that there would not have to be a quorum of the entire Advisory Committee to take action on certain issues such as this.  

The Committee members received and reviewed a copy of the CV for Dr. Zhong that was provided for his 2006 grant proposal.

Attorney Horn noted that only those members who do not have a conflict with Yale University should vote on the request for grant 06-SCE-01.  

MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Fishbone, seconded by Mr. Mandelkern, the eligible Committee members voted unanimously in favor of accepting the change in PI to Dr. Zhong for grant 06-SCE-01.  
Change of PI Request for Project 7 of Grant 06-SCC-04

Mr. Wagner reviewed the request from the University of Connecticut Stem Cell Institute for a change of PI for grant 06-SCC-04, Project 7.  The current PI on the project will be retiring from the University of Connecticut Health Center effective July 1, 2009, and Dr. Dealy, an Associate Professor in the Center for Regenerative medicine and Skeletal Development and the current co-PI for the grant, take over as PI for grant 06-SCC-04, Project 7.  The Advisory Committee members reviewed the CV for Dr. Dealy.  
Attorney Horn stated that only those members who do not have a conflict with the University of Connecticut should vote on the request for grant 06-SCC-04.

MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Kiessling, seconded by Dr. Fishbone, the eligible Committee members voted unanimously in favor of accepting the change in PI to Dr. Dealy for grant 06-SCC-04.  
Update on 2009 Grants
Mr. Wagner provided an update on the 2009 grants.  A majority of the contracts have been fully executed.  The funding has been requested from DPH and when all of the paperwork is in place and funds have been transferred from DPH to CI, funding will be sent to the universities.  Dr. Wallack expressed the importance of getting the funding out by the end of the fiscal year.  In response to a question, Mr. Wagner mentioned that there are two grants from the University of Connecticut that have not yet received Embryonic Stem Cell Research Oversight (“ESCRO”) approval because they are awaiting Institutional Review Board (“IRB”) approval.  Dr. Hiskes confirmed that final ESCRO approval for two UCONN grants is contingent upon IRB approval.  She mentioned that the IRBs have requested minor revisions on the two UCONN grants before providing final approvals.  Even though the revised documentation has been sent to the IRBs, the IRBs only meet four times a year.  The Committee members urged staff to encourage the grant recipients to get ESCRO or administrative approval as soon as possible so that funding can be released on or before June 30.  

MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Wallack, seconded by Dr. Genel, the Advisory Committee members voted unanimously in favor of requesting that all final approvals and paperwork for the 2009 grant recipients be in place on or before June 24, 2009 and that a special meeting of the Advisory Committee be scheduled to discuss anything that is not in place by June 24, 2009.  

The Committee members discussed options to encourage the PIs to get approvals in place sooner.  There was consensus that it is the PIs responsibility to submit the paperwork for the necessary approvals and not to require ESCRO approvals before the grants are awarded.  CI was acknowledged for getting the contracts out sooner than has been done in previous rounds of funding.
Annual Technical and Fiscal Report Review for 2006 Grants
Dr. Latham discussed the review of the Annual Technical and Fiscal Reports for grant 06-SCB-03, UCONN, Dr. Nishiyama, principal investigator.  He stated that while the PI is slightly behind benchmark goals, the explanations were responsive and it is expected that targets will be back on track by the end of the year.  Ms. Sarnecky read the e-mail received from Dr. Arinzeh regarding her review of the annual reports for this project and the recommendation to approve continued funding.  
MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Fishbone, seconded by Dr. Kiessling, the eligible Committee members voted unanimously in favor of accepting the Annual Technical and Fiscal Reports and approving the third year of funding for grant project 06-SCB-03, Dr. Nishiyama, principal investigator.  

Dr. Goldhamer and Dr. Latham discussed the review of the annual reports for grant 06-SCB-05, Wesleyan/UCHC, Dr. Grabel, principal investigator.  It was noted that significant progress has been made and both reviewers recommended continued funding of the grant.
MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Latham, seconded by Dr. Fishbone, the eligible Committee members voted unanimously in favor of accepting the Annual Technical and Fiscal Reports and approving the third year of funding for grant project 06-SCB-05, Dr. Grabel, principal investigator.  

Mr. Mandelkern and Dr. Genel summarized their review of the annual reports for grant 06-SCB-08, UCHC, Dr. Carmichael, principal investigator.  Both reviewers noted that sufficient progress has been made and recommended the continued funding for the grant.  Suggestion was made to request a better lay summary for the grant.
MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Mr. Mandelkern, seconded by Dr. Genel, the eligible Committee members voted unanimously in favor of accepting the Annual Technical and Fiscal Reports and approving the third year of funding for grant project 06-SCB-08, Dr. Carmichael, principal investigator.  

Dr. Kiessling and Dr. Wallack discussed the review of the annual reports for grant 06-SCB-09, UCHC, Graveley, principal investigator.  Dr. Wallack mentioned that the PI is behind on certain milestones and expectations.  However, the collaborations on the project were applauded.  Dr. Kiessling explained that as a result of having to switch technologies, the PI is slightly behind on achieving certain milestones.  Both reviewers recommended that the proposal receive continued funding but that the lay summary be revised.  
MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Kiessling, seconded by Dr. Wallack, the eligible Committee members voted unanimously in favor of accepting the Annual Technical and Fiscal Reports and approving the third year of funding for grant project 06-SCB-09, Dr. Graveley, principal investigator.  

Dr. Kiessling and Dr. Wallack summarized the review of the annual reports for grant 06-SCB-11, UCONN, LoTurco, principal investigator.  Dr. Wallack discussed some of the adjustments made with the project, including a change in the approach and personnel changes.  Both reviewers recommended that the proposal receive continued funding and that the lay summary be revised.  
MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Wallack, seconded by Dr. Kiessling, the eligible Committee members voted unanimously in favor of accepting the Annual Technical and Fiscal Reports and approving the third year of funding for grant project 06-SCB-11, Dr. LoTurco, principal investigator.  

Dr. Fishbone and Mr. Mandelkern discussed the review of the annual reports for grant 06-SCB-14, UCHC, Dr. Xu, principal investigator.  It was noted that sufficient progress has been made and the reviewers recommend approval for continued funding.
MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Fishbone, seconded by Mr. Mandelkern, the eligible Committee members voted unanimously in favor of accepting the Annual Technical and Fiscal Reports and approving the third year of funding for grant project 06-SCB-14, Dr. Xu, principal investigator.  

Dr. Canalis and Dr. Pescatello summarized the review of the annual reports for grant 06-SCB-18, Dr. Krause, principal investigator.  Dr. Canalis mentioned that there was some concern last year with the progress of the grant.  However, the issues have been corrected and sufficient progress has been made.  CI will check on the lay summary because it appears to be very similar to last year’s.  
MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Pescatello, seconded by Mr. Mandelkern, the eligible Committee members voted unanimously in favor of accepting the Annual Technical and Fiscal Reports and approving the third year of funding for grant project 06-SCB-18, Dr. Krause, principal investigator.  

Dr. Kiessling and Dr. Fishbone discussed the review of the annual reports for grant 06-SCC-04, Rowe, principal investigator.  Before discussing this project, Dr. Goldhamer left the room.  Dr. Kiessling stated that progress has been made on all of the projects within the grant, some more than others.  Recommendation was made to continue funding for the grant.
MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Fishbone, seconded by Dr. Wallack, the eligible Committee members voted unanimously in favor of accepting the Annual Technical and Fiscal Reports and approving the third year of funding for grant project 06-SCC-04, Dr. Rowe, principal investigator.  
Dr. Goldhamer rejoined the meeting, and summarized the review of the annual reports for grant 06-SCD-01, Dr. Lin, principal investigator.  He noted that sufficient progress has been made with the grant.
MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Goldhamer, seconded by Dr. Fishbone, the eligible Committee members voted unanimously in favor of accepting the Annual Technical and Fiscal Reports and approving the third year of funding for grant project 06-SCD-01, Dr. Lin, principal investigator.  

Dr. Kiessling and Dr. Genel discussed the review of the annual reports for grant 06-SCD-02, Dr. Xu, principal investigator.  In response to a question, it was noted that at the March 2009 grant funding meeting, the Committee voted to renew the UCONN core grant proposal.  As a result of the reduction in the budget, the principal investigator had to submit a revised budget.  At the May 2009 meeting, the Committee approved the revised budget and a change from a three-year grant to a four-year grant without changing the goals or milestones for the project.  
MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Kiessling, seconded by Dr. Genel, the eligible Committee members voted unanimously in favor of accepting the Annual Technical and Fiscal Reports and approving the third year of funding for grant project 06-SCD-02, Dr. Xu, principal investigator.  

Dr. Hiskes discussed the annual reports for grant 06-SCE-01, Dr. Snyder, who was replaced by Dr. Zhong, principal investigator.  She noted that while sufficient progress has been made, the project is significantly under budget.  Dr. Hiskes reviewed the budget and areas where funding is under budget.  The Advisory Committee members discussed options for proceeding and suggestion was made to request that the principal investigator explain how he intends to spend the funding both in writing and orally to the Advisory Committee.  Mr. Wagner indicated that the six-month financial statements should have more significant explanations.  He stated that it is not uncommon to have under expenditures and noted that a number of the other projects are under budget by 20 to 29 percent.   Questions also arose regarding the research for the library under the Weissman project and more specifics about the “other expenditure” category in the budget.
Dr. Zhong will be asked to provide the following:  1) a written explanation of the unspent funds, 2) a plan on how the funds will spent, 3) more specifics about the “other expenditure” category in the budget, 4) more information about the research for the library under the Weissman project.  Dr. Zhong will also be asked to make an oral presentation at the next Advisory Committee meeting.  

MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Wallack, seconded by Dr. Genel, the eligible Committee members voted unanimously in favor of accepting the Annual Technical and Fiscal Reports and approving the third year of funding for grant project 06-SCE-01, Dr. Zhong, principal investigator.  

Other Business:
A discussion ensued on how to ensure that the grant recipients are appropriately acknowledging the Advisory Committee and State of Connecticut.  It was noted that the contract with the grant recipients requires appropriate acknowledgement of the Advisory Committee and State of Connecticut.  
MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Wallack, seconded by Dr. Canalis, the Committee members voted unanimously in favor of having CI and/or DPH remind the grant recipients of their contractual obligation to acknowledge the Advisory Committee and State of Connecticut in any publications, posters, etc.  

As a policy matter, the Advisory Committee members asked that updated CVs be provided whenever any significant changes are requested.  This information should be provided to the Advisory Committee members well in advance of meetings.  The Advisory Committee members also requested written information on the rationale and justification for requesting any changes.
Ms. Leiper and DPH were acknowledged and thanked for the summary provided in the Advisory Committee’s Annual Report.  Recommendation was made to add to the executive summary the impact the Stem Cell Research Program has on economic development in the State of Connecticut.  Suggestion was also made to extrapolate some of the information in the Annual Report for publication to the general public.  Ms. Townshend agreed to develop a communication plan to disseminate information contained in the Annual Report.
MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Wallack, seconded by Mr. Mandelkern, the Advisory Committee members voted unanimously in favor of accepting the Annual Report with the change suggested to the executive summary and any other changes provided this week. 

Dr. Goldhamer questioned whether anything can be done to avoid funding gaps in the future.  Mr. Wagner indicated that in the Request for Proposals for the next funding cycle, the Advisory Committee may want to consider requesting progress reports earlier so that funding can be approved sooner. 

Adjournment:
MOTION:  Upon a motion made by Dr. Wallack, seconded by Mr. Mandelkern, the Advisory Committee members voted unanimously in favor of adjourning the meeting at 3:05 p.m.







Respectfully submitted:
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Dr. Robert Galvin, Chair
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