




 CONNECTICUT STEM CELL RESEARCH ADVISORY COMMITTEE

DRAFT    Minutes – Regular Meeting

Tuesday – March 20, 2007

A regular meeting of the Connecticut Stem Cell Research Advisory Committee “Advisory Committee” was held on Tuesday, March 20, 2007, at the Connecticut Economic Resource Center, Brook Street, Building #4, Rocky Hill, Connecticut.

Call to Order:  Noting the absence of a quorum, the meeting was called to order at 1:06 p.m. by Commissioner Robert Galvin, Chair.  Members present:  Robert Galvin, M.D., M.P.H. (Chair); Ernesto Canalis, M.D. (by telephone later in the meeting); Gerald Fishbone, M.D; Ann Kiessling, Ph.D.; Robert Mandelkern; Myron Genel, M.D., Ph.D.; Amy Wagers, Ph.D.; Milton B. Wallack, D.D.S.; and Xiangzhong (Jerry) Yang, Ph.D.; Members Absent:  Kevin Eggan, Paul Huang; Charles Jennings, Julius Landwirth; Stephen Latham;  Willy Lensch; and Kevin Rakin.

Other Attendees: Marianne Horn (DPH), David Manaker (National Spinal Cord Injury Group, Connecticut Chapter), Nancy Rion (CI), Henry Salton (Attorney General’s Office), Warren Wollschlager (DPH), Paula Wilson (Yale), Lynn Townshend (DPH).  

Strategic Planning Report

Mr. Wollschlager reported on behalf of Dr. Jennings, Chair of the Strategic Planning Sub-committee.  He stated that DPH had contracted with CASE (Connecticut Academy of Science and Engineering), who will manage the first phase of the Strategic Planning project on behalf of DPH.  Mr. Wollschlager then introduced Rick Strauss, Executive Director of CASE who indicated that CASE will subcontract with PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC), who worked with CIRM to develop the California stem cell strategic plan.  PwC will interview 20 to 30 stem cell stakeholders including individuals from private entities, advocacy groups and academia to help identify the focus of the research to be funded in the next competition.  CASE has put together a Study Committee of eight people, four of them Academy members, who plan to meet Thursday March 22 at 10 AM at CERC to review the PwC methodology.  Members of the Advisory Committee are invited to attend.  The Strategic Planning Subcommittee will help develop a list of individuals to be interviewed.  The goal is to have a draft report for the Strategic Planning subcommittee by May 1, a final draft for the Advisory Committee by May 20, and a final report by June 20.

The Advisory Committee discussed the process of interviewing and who should be interviewed.  Mr. Strauss indicated that PwC will interview on a one-on-one basis telephonically.  Because the project has time and monetary constraints, it would be difficult to interview more than 30 individuals and it would also be difficult to interview groups of researchers.  The CASE Study Committee will identify any convergence or divergence of ideas.  Dr. Genel suggested that the draft report could be shared with the research group for their comments.


The Next Competition Schedule

The next funding should be available April 1, 2008.  Prior to that date, the Advisory Committee must prepare the RFP, schedule due dates for letters of intent and receipt of proposals, obtain the peer reviews, recommend funding and prepare the contracts.  The focus of the RFP is dependent on the Strategic Planning Report.

The Advisory Committee speculated on the number of proposals that might be submitted.  Dr.  Wagers suggested that the Committee can expect at the least the same number of responses as the last round (70). Dr. Wallack agreed stating that now that the process is up and running, there are more scientists coming to CT for funding. It was generally agreed that the Committee might anticipate receiving a significant number of proposals. 

Dr. Genel suggested the following schedule: RFP by August 1, Letters of Intent due September 15, with the Proposals due November 1.  This would provide time for peer review based on the number of applications.  It was recommended that the RFP should include the language that the $10m is budgeted but will not be available until it is appropriated by the legislature in 2008.

Dr. Galvin noted that a quorum was present.

MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Genel, seconded by Dr. Yang, the Advisory Committee members present voted unanimously in favor of the schedule for the next stem cell competition: issue the RFP no later than August 1, receive Letters of Intent no later than September 15, receive Proposals no later than November 1, and notify award winners by April l, 2008.  

Review of Minutes – Advisory Committee Meeting – 2/20/07

Dr. Galvin asked the Advisory Committee members to consider the proposed minutes from the February 20, 2007 regular meeting.  Dr. Wallack suggested the following changes:

· Page 7 – add the word “process” following his remarks about the retreat

· Page 7 – include Wesleyan in the list of university research institutions

Motion:   Upon a motion made by  -------------- the Advisory Committee members voted unanimously in favor of adopting the minutes of the February 20, 2007 meeting with the amendments recommended above.  


Report from Donated Funds Subcommittee:

Dr. Wallack stated that the Subcommittee will be working closely with the Strategic Planning Committee.  He said that a small group will meet next week during the StemCONN07 to discuss approaching foundations, individuals, philanthropic organizations.  Dr. Galvin suggested a strong marketing individual should help with the process.  Mr. Wollschlager noted that the Strategic Planning work taking place this spring is only Phase I and will not address larger strategic issues.


Public Comments
Mr. Manaker suggested that the alumni of UCONN and Yale should be contacted when fundraising for stem cell research.


New Business

Mr. Mandelkern reminded the committee that the stem cell legislation requires that the Advisory Committee submit a report to the Legislature in June 2007.  Mr. Wollschlager indicated that the staff of DPH and CI will draft a report for the Advisory Committee’s consideration.

Motion:  Upon a motion duly made and seconded, the Advisory Committee voted unanimously in favor of adjourning the meeting at 2:38 p.m.







Respectfully submitted:



















_____________________







Dr. Robert Galvin, Chair
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