STEM CELL RESEARCH ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Minutes 

Tuesday – November 29, 2005

Connecticut Economic Resource Center

Rocky Hill, Connecticut


Call to Order:  The first meeting of the Stem Cell Research Advisory Committee was held on November 29, 2005, at the Connecticut Economic Resource Center.  The meeting was called to order at 1:00 P.M.


Attendees:  (Members)  Robert Galvin, M.D., M.P.H. (Chair), Ernesto Canalis, M.D., Myron Genel, M.D., Julius Landwirth, M.D., J.D., M. William Lensch, Ph.D., Milton B.Wallack, D.D.S., Xiangzhong (Jerry) Yang, Ph.D.  

(Staff)  Norma Gyle – DPH, Marianne Horn – DPH, Chandler Howard – CI, Catherine Kennelly – DPH, Denise Leiper – DPH, Dick Lynch – AGO, Deb Lincoln-Smith – Recorder, Nancy Nicolescu – DPH, Stacy Owens – DPH, Nancy Rion – CI, Lynn Townshend – DPH, Russ Tweeddale – CI, Warren Wollschlager – DPH 

(Others) Judy Dowd – OPM, Bill Hathaway – Hartford Courant, Paul Pescatello – CURE, Irene Rodrigues – Robinson & Cole


Review of Minutes:  No Minutes to be reviewed at this time.

1. Opening Remarks:
· Welcome by Chandler Howard, President and Executive Director, Connecticut Innovations

·  Opening remarks by Dr. Robert Galvin, Commissioner Department of Public Health.

i. The Committee was formed to ensure that the requirements of the statute were followed.

ii. Meetings are open to the public.

2. Anticipated Timelines – Warren Wollschlager (DPH)
·  Two more members soon to be appointed to the Advisory Committee.

·  Application process to be available on or about February 1, 2006. 

·  Peer Review Committee to review applications on or after April 15, 2006.

·  Awards to be made on or after June 1, 2006.

3. Review of PA 05-149 – Dick Lynch (AGO), Marianne Horn (DPH)
· An Act Permitting Stem Cell Research and Banning the Cloning of Human Beings – Public Act 05-149   

· An overview of the Statute was provided.  

· Roles and responsibilities of the advisory Committee were outlined.

· Act prohibits cloning of human beings and prohibits direct or indirect payment for donations of embryos, embryonic stem cells, unfertilized human eggs or human sperm for stem cell research.

· Fund is able to receive gifts and bequests in addition to $100 million from the State of Connecticut

· First order of business will be for CI to develop and implement the application process, including application reviews and execution of agreements.  Date of completion set by statute is June 30, 2006.

· Timelines stipulated by the statute that have already been met:

i. Appointment of Advisory Committee.

ii. Appointment of Peer Review Committee.

iii. First meeting of Advisory Committee held.

4. Governance of Committee
· Roberts Rules of Order will be followed during meetings.

· What constitutes a quorum?

i. Constitution of a quorum will be difficult to determine at this time due to requirement to have members  recuse themselves from voting if they have any past or present connection to the application being considered or are competitors of those with applications before the Committee.  Further clarification on this issue is being sought by Stacy Owens (Ethics Liaison, DPH) through the State Ethics Board and is to be reported to the Committee forthwith.  It is a possibility that the precedent set by the Donahue Foundation may also be looked at in this matter.  

· Meeting frequency

· Telephonic or video attendance will be allowed when members are not able to physically attend Committee meetings.

· Meetings of the Committee are open to the public with public announcements beforehand.

5. Code of Ethics – Stacy Owens (DPH)
· Committee members are deemed public officials and must follow the State Code of Ethics.

· Members will be deemed to have a conflict of interest in any matters which involve an institution or entity with which the Committee member, their spouse, or their children have any association - past or present.

· Committee members need to be ethically conscientious.

· Committee members need to be cautious when accepting speaking engagements in capacity as Committee members.  The State Code of Ethics is triggered when doing so.

i. Any expenses from such engagement may be investigated.

ii. Any expenses from such engagement will need to be disclosed.

iii. Members can introduce themselves as a member of the Committee, but explain that they are not at the engagement in that capacity.

6. Statement of Financial Interests/Disclosures – Cathy Kennelly (DPH)
·  Committee members need to file annually (April of 2007 for fiscal year 2006).

i. Name, spouse’s name, children.

ii. Real property, business associations, non-profit organization affiliations, trusts.

iii. All sources of income in excess of $1,000.

iv. Stocks, bonds valued over $500.

v. Leases with State of Connecticut.

vi. Contracts with State of Connecticut.

· A sealed, confidential affidavit will list all creditors over $10,000.

· Further information regarding this will be sent out to Committee members forthwith.

7. Role of Connecticut Innovations (CI) – Nancy Rion (CI)
· Works closely with Department of Public Health.

· Statute charges CI with responsibility to be administrative staff to the Committee.

·  First responsibility is to draft proposal instructions for the Committee’s consideration.

8. Proposal Instruction Information – Nancy Rion (CI)
· A draft of the proposal instructions will be sent to the Committee within two weeks

· Input from Advisory Committee will be encouraged prior to next meeting of Advisory Committee on January 17, 2006.

· $20 million will be available for first application session.

· Cost sharing from collaborators will be encouraged.

· Selection criteria will include:

i. Scientific merit

ii. Judgment of ability to perform research

iii. Commitment from collaborators

· Expectation of technical and fiscal progress reports along with regular monitoring.

· Indirect costs.

· Intellectual property rights.

· Expectation from State of Connecticut that with good outcomes of research, State will receive financial benefits 

· Need to look at possibly of existing federal funding –if federal funding is for 80%, then only 20% would be allowed of total research dollars.  This would also mean that facilities (labs, equipment, etc.) could only be used 20% of the time.

i. Question of whether federal funding could be reduced. This will be investigated.

9. Media Support – Lynn Townshend (DPH)
· Advisory Committee members can contact Lynn Townshend for any questions in dealing with media.

· Important that a consistent message be given.

10. Additional Issues to be Considered
· If applications from UConn and Yale are both considered, how will indirect costs be handled to level the playing field?

· Indirect costs need to be clearly stated prior to acceptance of application 

· Overhead – must be reasonable and affordable

· Universities might not participate if indirect costs are too low.

· Clarify who will be eligible to apply – level of training/education.

· Important to clarify timeframe for grant - up to 4 years?

· What extent can IP be leveraged?

11. Next Steps
· Letter will be sent from Commissioner Galvin to University Presidents, major hospitals, and non-profit foundations informing them of the grant competition 

· List of Peer Review Committee members will be mailed to Advisory Committee members.

· Draft application will be sent to Committee within two weeks.

· Website will be developed to post agendas, minutes of meetings, names of Advisory Committee members and the proposal instructions.

· May need more information on associations with potential applicant entity from each member.

12. Next Meeting:  January 17, 2006
Meeting was adjourned at 3:00 P.M.

LEGEND: 
DPH – Department of Public Health


CI – Connecticut Innovations


OPM – Office of Policy & Management (State of Connecticut)


AGO – Attorney General’s Office (State of Connecticut)


UCONN – University of Connecticut


CURE – Connecticut United for Research Excellence
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