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Governor M. Jodi Rell And The State Department of Public Works Dedicate

New CT Aero Tech School At Brainard Airport In Hartford
          Connecticut Governor M. Jodi Rell, state Department of Public Works (DPW) Commissioner Raeanne V. Curtis, and other state and local officials dedicated the new Connecticut Aero Tech School for Aviation Maintenance Technicians at Brainard Airport in Hartford on March 9, 2009.

          CT Aero Tech is a two-year, post-high school, aviation maintenance technician program offering training for Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Airframe and Powerplant Certification.  The $10 million project consisted of a new aircraft hangar, classrooms and trade shops.
          The speakers at the ribbon-cutting were Governor M. Jodi Rell and Principal Bruce Sievers, who is in charge of both Howell Cheney Technical High School in Manchester and the new CT Aero Tech School at Brainard Airport.

          Governor M. Jodi Rell said, “Connecticut has been a leader in the aviation field since the industry began and we intend to stay in the forefront.
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          “By investing in this excellent new aircraft maintenance school at Brainard Airport, we are benefiting our economy, commercial flight operators, airplane engine and helicopter manufacturers, suppliers, and especially Connecticut’s students, who are our future.”

          DPW Commissioner Raeanne V. Curtis commented, “We at DPW are proud to have administered the design and construction of this fine project.  This new aviation maintenance facility provides a modern, spacious, and bright atmosphere for learning for Connecticut technical students and offers greater opportunities for Connecticut’s work force.”
          Department of Transportation (DOT) Commissioner Joseph F. Marie said, “A well-trained workforce enriches our air transport capabilities both in air operations and in aviation manufacturing.  So this is a special occasion for the State of Connecticut.”
          The Connecticut Technical High School System Superintendent of Schools, Dr. Abigail L. Hughes, stated, “We are thrilled with the completion of CT Aero Tech.  This program will provide lifelong career opportunities for our adult students in the aviation maintenance industry.  Upon graduation the students are prepared to take the FAA examinations and earn certification as an Aviation Maintenance Technician.  We appreciate the support we received from the Governor, Legislature, Department of Public Works and Department of Transportation.”
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          Charles Hilton, CT Aero Tech department head, who is also a graduate of the school, said, “The opening of the new CT Aero Tech facility is the latest chapter in the history of a program which started 78 years ago in Putnam.  The new facility being located in central Connecticut at the Brainard Airport will provide more accessible aircraft maintenance technician training to Connecticut’s citizens.  The location will also allow us to foster working relationships with the largest aerospace employers in the State.”
          Guests at the ribbon-cutting ceremony included Hartford Mayor Eddie Perez, State Senator John Fonfara of Hartford, State Representative Pamela Sawyer of Bolton, former State Senator George “Doc” Gunther of Stratford, Department of Education Deputy Commissioner George Coleman, and Department of Transportation Deputy Commissioner Albert Martin.

          The new CT Aero Tech was designed by the architectural firm of Antinozzi Associates, P.C., of Bridgeport, and the contractor was PDS Engineering and Construction of Bloomfield, CT.

         The 32,000 square foot, one-story complex consists of a spacious aircraft hangar, three classrooms, and a reciprocating engine (piston) shop and a turbine engine (jet) shop.  The facility also includes additional shop training areas, a paint spray booth, administrative space, lunch room, storage space, and an adjacent two-bay test cell structure for test-running engines.
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          The school has an enrollment capacity of 60 students.  As part of their training, the students repair commercial airplanes and also work on helicopter engines donated by the Connecticut National Guard and jet engines donated by area manufacturers.
         Upon completing the General, Airframe and Power plant curriculums, students are prepared to take the FAA examinations to certify as Aviation Maintenance Technicians.  Graduates from this program may obtain jobs as mechanics at airports, and as technicians with aircraft and power plant companies.
          The CT Aero Tech school was originally located at H.H. Ellis Technical High School in Danielson, CT.  The move to Brainard Airport was implemented in order to better serve all of Connecticut by having the school more centrally located, and to provide better access to Connecticut’s aviation industry and large population centers.

          All of the State of Connecticut technical schools are accredited by the New England Association of Schools and Colleges.

          The state Department of Public Works is responsible for the design and construction of major capital building projects (except highways and bridges) for most state agencies, leasing and acquisitions statewide, and facility management, maintenance and security of state buildings in the greater Hartford area.
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