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Governor M. Jodi Rell, The State Department Of Public Works And The National Guard Host Double Event For New Readiness Center And Regional Training Institute In Niantic
          Connecticut Governor M. Jodi Rell joined with the state Department of Public Works and the Connecticut National Guard to celebrate two major construction projects at Camp Rell in Niantic on April 5, 2010.

          The two events were a groundbreaking being conducted to mark the start of construction of the Connecticut Army National Guard Regional Training Institute Phase One, and a ribbon-cutting ceremony to dedicate the new Niantic Readiness Center.

          The Regional Training Institute (RTI) project is valued at $34.5 million ($30.5 million federal and $4.0 million state funding).  Completion is set for 2011.

         The Niantic Readiness Center (NRC) project is being completed at a cost of $19.1 million ($16.8 million federal and $2.3 million state funding).
          Governor Rell emphasized that these projects mean jobs for Connecticut workers, and in addition, they are largely federally funded.
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          The Governor also noted how vital the National Guard is to the safety and well-being of our state.  Last week Guard troops were key to preserving a water treatment facility in Jewett City that was threatened by rising flood waters during the heavy rains and flooding in Connecticut.  “It was a classic National Guard mission and it was performed with all the skill and dedication we have come to expect from the citizen-soldiers who serve our state.  Whether they are at home or abroad, these are our finest ambassadors.  Today we celebrate the fact that they now have upgraded facilities – and soon will see even more upgrades,” said Governor Rell.

          DPW Commissioner Raeanne V. Curtis said, “DPW is proud to be administering the design and construction of these state-of-the-art training facilities.  They will provide much-needed educational space which our military requires to ensure that our forces receive the best training possible.”

          Major General Thaddeus J. Martin, State of Connecticut Military Department, said, “We are grateful for the efforts of Connecticut's Congressional delegation in combination with the leadership of Governor Rell as our commander in chief and the assistance of our state partners from DPW and Office of Policy and Management who worked so hard to get us the opportunity to build facilities that support the requirements and needs of today's Soldiers and Airmen."
           The double event included federal, state, and local officials, and National Guard troops and families.
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          Key participants at the event included Governor Rell, Major General Martin, DPW Deputy Commissioner David O’Hearn, and U.S. Representative Joseph D. Courtney, 2nd District.  The master of ceremonies was Major Charles K. Jaworski, Jr., Connecticut National Guard Public Affairs Officer.

The Regional Training Institute (RTI)

          The RTI will be a two-story 83,000 square foot brick and masonry building with standing metal seam roof.  The facility will support classes of up to 288 students and 14 instructors.
          The building will include an auditorium, classrooms, administrative space, and kitchen, dining and billeting rooms.

          The contractor for the RTI project is the Fusco Corporation of New Haven; the construction administrator is Skanska USA Building Inc., New Haven; and the architects are Herbert S. Newman & Partners, PC, and Svigals & Partners, New Haven.

The Niantic Readiness Center
          The new Niantic Readiness Center was built to provide the 192nd Military Police Battalion and 85th Troop Command with ample space for present and future training duties and modern office space for administrative functions.
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          The Center consists of a 50,000 square foot, two-story brick building.  The facility includes classrooms, a library, a physical training room, locker rooms and showers, a drill shed, offices, a kitchen, equipment training bays, storage space, mechanical, electrical and telecomm space, and an elevator. 
          The contractor for the Niantic Readiness Center project was LaRosa Building Group, LLC, of Meriden, and the construction administrator was Downes Construction Company of New Britain.

          The project architect was Ames & Whitaker Architects of Waterbury, and the engineering firm was Diversified Technology Consultants of Hamden.

          The state Department of Public Works is responsible for the design and construction of major capital building projects (except highways and bridges) for most state agencies, leasing and acquisitions statewide, and facility management, maintenance and security of state buildings in the greater Hartford area.
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Project Numbers:  BI-Q617 (NRC) and BI-Q-588-DB (RTI)
