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State Department Of Public Works And Connecticut Army National Guard Host
 Groundbreaking Ceremony For Niantic Readiness Center

          Commissioner Raeanne V. Curtis, Connecticut Department of Public Works (DPW), and Major General Thaddeus J. Martin, the Adjutant General, Connecticut Army National Guard, hosted an official groundbreaking celebrating the start of construction of the Niantic Readiness Center at Camp Rell, 38 Smith Street, in Niantic on October 17, 2008.
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          The $19.1 million project is being financed through a combination of state and federal dollars:  $2.3 million in State funds and $16.8 million in Federal funds.
          Connecticut Governor M. Jodi Rell stated, “Modern training facilities for our troops are essential, especially during times such as these.  This project is an investment in our security and that of our troops who sacrifice so much on our behalf.  Through this partnership with the federal government, I look forward to the completion of this project and the delivery of a first-rate Readiness Center for our men and women in uniform who will train here.”
          DPW Commissioner Raeanne V. Curtis said, “We at DPW have a long history of excellent support and cooperation with our partners at the Connecticut Army National Guard working together to modernize the facilities in Niantic.  I am confident that this much-needed Readiness Center at Camp Rell will be completed on time and on-budget and will be built to serve, for many years to come.”

          Major General Thaddeus J. Martin, the Adjutant General, Connecticut Army National Guard, stated, “We are grateful for the efforts of Connecticut’s Congressional delegation in combination with the leadership of Governor Rell as our commander in chief and the assistance of our state partners from DPW and OPM, who worked so hard to get us the opportunity to build a facility that supports the requirements and needs of today’s soldier.”

           The ceremony also included Congressman Joe Courtney, 2nd District of Connecticut, and other local and state officials.

          The purpose of this project is to provide state-of-the-art training areas and modern administrative space for the 192nd Military Police Battalion.  The Readiness Center will consist of a two-story brick complex, with basement, encompassing 50,000 square feet of new space.
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           The project is scheduled to be completed in the spring of 2010.

           The scope includes classrooms, a library, physical training space, locker rooms and showers, a drill shed, offices, a kitchen, equipment training bays, storage space, mechanical, electrical and telecomm space, and a three-floor elevator.  The exterior will consist of brick and masonry with built-up and standing seam metal roofs.

          The architect for the Niantic Readiness Center at Camp Rell is Ames & Whitaker Architects of Waterbury, Connecticut.  The contractor is LaRosa Building Group, LLC, of Meriden.  The construction administrator is Downes Construction Company of New Britain, and the engineer is Diversified Technology Consultants of North Haven.

         The state Department of Public Works is responsible for the design and construction of major capital building projects (except highways and bridges) for most state agencies, leasing and acquisitions statewide, and facility management, maintenance and security of state buildings in the greater Hartford area.
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